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Introduction
We are delighted to introduce the Council’s Blaby 
District Plan for the period 2024 to 2028. This document 
serves as our roadmap for continually improving Blaby 
District and to continue to ensure it is a great place to 
live, work and visit. 

This Plan is not just for the Council; it is for everyone in 
Blaby District. It is an inclusive journey that involves our 
residents, businesses, voluntary sector, communities, 
and partner organisations. Together, we will embark on 
a path towards an even brighter future.

In recent years, our community has faced numerous 
challenges, most notably dealing with the complexities 
of the Covid-19 pandemic and more recently the 
cost-of-living crisis. The Council, like every other 
organisation has had to adapt and evolve, finding new 
ways of working while safeguarding and supporting 
our residents and businesses. As we move forward, 
recognising the significant financial challenges ahead, 
we are committed to building a Council that is not only 
in tune with the rapidly changing times we live in but 
also possesses the creative adaptability necessary to 
overcome these challenges. We firmly believe that our 
future holds immense promise.

Our Plan considers the entire district and its diverse 
population. We want to bring about meaningful change 
that improves the lives of real people in practical ways. 
Whether it is addressing climate change, improving 
digital accessibility to our services, promoting health 
and wellbeing, fostering economic development, or 

nurturing both our rural and urban treasures, we will 
tackle these challenges simultaneously, making  
Blaby District a thriving and harmonious community.

In the coming years, Blaby District is set to undergo 
significant change. Our population will grow, commuting 
patterns will shift, and businesses will evolve. To 
ensure that these changes are positive and that 
our communities continue to flourish, proactive and 
effective planning is crucial. We acknowledge that due 
to the financial challenges ahead we will need to make 
some difficult decisions, but each decision we make will 
be aligned with the vision outlined in this Plan.

This Plan lays the foundation for us to shape a 
prosperous and sustainable future, preserving 
the character of Blaby District and maximising 
opportunities for everyone. Together, we will create 
a better tomorrow for Blaby District, building on the 
shared vision and commitment of our community.
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Julia Smith,  
Chief Executive

Terry Richardson,  
Leader of the Council
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About the District

  

 

Blaby District is located in South 
Leicestershire and is represented by

36 councillors
Population of
103,217

50
square miles

44,108
homes

Average house price
£299,131

4,070
businesses

Average salary
£33,438

90%
of working-age

residents in employment

25%
of population

age 65 and over

In top
20%

of local authority  
areas for health

On track to achieve 90%  
reduction in the  

Council’s carbon emission 
since 2018/19

7,033 
crimes reported in  

a year April 22-March 23

75% residents satisfied or 
very satisfied with Blaby 
District as a place to live 63% residents and customers were 

satisfied or very satisfied with  
the way Council runs its services 77% of residents feel 

the Council keeps 
them well informed

References for the stats on this page can be found on page 14 
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Expanding Electric Vehicle Charging 
Infrastructure 
The installation of 24 electric vehicle charging 
points across the district is a significant 
step in the right direction, but there is more 
work ahead if our residents are to embrace 
sustainable transport options. 

Empowering Communities Through 
Energy Savings 
Our support for the Big Community Switch 
energy auction has brought substantial benefits 
to our residents. A total of 587 households 
saved an incredible £97,277 while collectively 
reducing carbon emissions by 444 tonnes 
through competitive energy tariffs. 

Supporting our Communities Through 
Generous Grants 
Our Community Grants Scheme has awarded 
over £200,000 to an impressive 164 different 
organisations, demonstrating our commitment 
to bolstering the vitality and wellbeing of our 
local communities. 

Our achievements from  
Blaby District Plan 2021-2024 
A place to live

Keeping you safe and healthy 
Lightbulb brings together a range of support such as aids and 
adaptations, energy advice, home safety, and home improvements, 
and supports with the transition from hospital to home. The 
pioneering partnership has supported more than 13,105 people 
since October 2017 and saved the economy an estimated £360,000.  

Delivery of Affordable Housing 
Since 2021, we have delivered 129 affordable homes representing 
20% of the overall housing supply. In addition, 174 affordable homes 
are currently under construction and are due to be completed this 
financial year. Planning permission has also been given for a further 
154 affordable homes across the district.  

Resolving the Threat of Homelessness 
Our commitment to tackling homelessness has yielded substantial 
results. Over the course of the previous plan period we have 
successfully saved 307 households from homelessness. 

Huncote Leisure Centre 
After the temporary closure of Huncote Leisure Centre in November 
2021 due to the discovery of elevated landfill gas levels on the 
former landfill site, the Council invested in a significant amount of 
monitoring and remediation work. This initiative reduced gas levels, 
ensuring the safe reopening of the facility to the public. 

 
Blaby District Plan 2024-2028
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Glen Parva Local Nature Reserve

New Lubbesthorpe

Active Referral Scheme



6

Blaby District Plan 2024-2028Blaby District Plan 2024-2028

8

7

6

2

1

11

109

5

4

3

9

8

3

2

11

7

6

5

4

1

10

Blaby Town Centre

Braunstone Town

Cosby

Countesthorpe

Enderby

Glenfield

Glen Parva

Kirby Muxloe

Narborough 

Whetstone

Leicester Forest East

Local Shopping

M1

M1

M1

M1

M69

M69

A563

A563

A563

A563

A563

A5

A5

A47

A6030

A6

A6

A46

A50
A607

A50

A46

A6

A6

A5

A5

A47

A563

A563

A47

A6

A426

A426

A607

A47

A447

A47

A447

A5199

A426

A4304

A47

A47

A47

A5199

A5460

A6

A6030

A426

A47

A50

Leicester North

Market Bosworth

Shenton

Leicester

Hinckley

Narborough

South
Wigston

Soar

River Grand Union Canal

G
ra

nd

Union

C
an

al

Grand UnionCanal

S
e

n
ce

River

Sence
River

21A

21

1

2

Croft Hill
View Point 
Croft Hill
View Point 

Enderby
Park and Ride

Enderby
Park and Ride Blue Bank

Bridge
Blue Bank
Bridge

Leicester Forest East
Service Station
Leicester Forest East
Service Station

KilbyKilby
CroftCroft

CosbyCosby

SapcoteSapcote

HuncoteHuncote WhetstoneWhetstone

SharnfordSharnford

GlenfieldGlenfield

ThurlastonThurlaston

ElmesthorpeElmesthorpe

LubbesthorpeLubbesthorpe

Kirby
Muxloe

Kirby
Muxloe

Wigston
Parva

Wigston
Parva

CountesthorpeCountesthorpe

Stoney
Stanton
Stoney
Stanton

Potters
Marston
Potters
Marston

Braunstone
Town

Braunstone
Town

Aston
Flamville
Aston
Flamville

Leicester Forest
West

Leicester Forest
West

Leicester Forest 
East

Leicester Forest 
East

Glen
Parva
Glen
Parva

LittlethorpeLittlethorpe

Normanton
Turville

Normanton
Turville

BlabyBlaby

EnderbyEnderby

NarboroughNarborough

Oadby

Wigston

Market
Bosworth

Hinckley

Earl Shilton

Leicester
Heritage walking trails

6

5

17

16

15

14

13

12

10
11

11

9

8

7

6

5

3

2

1

10

4

17

18

16

15

14

12

13

Food Central at Fosse Park 

Beer Hall at Everards Meadows

Jenno's Coffee House at Everards Meadows

Meridian Leisure Park – selection of restaurants

Cini Restaurant & Hotel

Mill Hill Cask and Coffee

Jenno's Coffee House Blaby

Turntable Coffee & Vinyl

The Baker's Arms Blaby

Cook in the Nook 

The Tithe Barn Deli Café

Dom Restaurant and Bar

The Forge Inn

The Coffee Works

The Red Lion

The Bricklayers

The Heathcote Arms

Mason’s Il Cappo del Caffè

for more food and drink options see visitblaby.org.uk

Our Picks for Food and Drink

18

29

28

31

26

27

26

31

30

29

28

25 Everards Meadows

Fosse Meadows

Bouskell Park

Glen Parva Nature Reserve

Jubilee Park

The Osiers

Countesthorpe Country Park

Parks and walks

36

34

33

36

35

32 Enderby Leisure Centre

Huncote Leisure Centre

Living Well at the Hilton

David Lloyd Meridian

David Lloyd Narborough

Leisure Centres

33

32

41

39

38

41

40

39

38

37 Bouskell Park Victorian Ice House

The High Cross Monument 

Glenfield Railway Tunnel

Blaby Hall

Kirby Muxloe Castle 

Heritage

73

72

71

70

69

71

70

73

72

69 Blaby Golf Centre

Whetstone Golf Club

Cosby Golf Club

Enderby Golf Course

Kirby Muxloe Golf Club

Golf Clubs

24

23

22

21

19

20

21

20

23

24

22

19 Attfield's Farm Shop

Palmers Garden Centre (Enderby)

Cherry Lane Glebe Garden Centre

Whetstone Pastures Farm

Tinglebug Farm Garden Centre

Thurlaston Garden Centre and Tea Room

Garden Centre and Farm Shop

52

5049

48

47

46

52

50

49

48

47

46

44

43

42

51

45

Meridian Leisure Park – Vue Cinema, Hollywood Bowl, 360 Play and restaurants

Fosse Park - shopping and dining

Rutland Cycling – cycle hire

Everards Beer Hall and Brewery Tours

Stoney Cove National Diving Centre, open-water swimming and pub-restaurant

Stanton Lakes – open-water swimming, touring caravan park and restaurant

Congo Adventure Golf at Blaby Golf Centre

Huncote Hornets BMX Track

Narborough Hall – ‘More Than Just a Gift’ shop

Blaby Antiques Centre

Paradise Found Educational Farm Park

Attractions

61

60

55

68

66 65

63

59

58 57

67

62

61

60

55

54

68

66

65

64

63

59

58

57

56

53

67

62

Hilton Leicester Hotel

Leicester Marriott Hotel

Badgers Mount Hotel

Blaby Westfield House Hotel

Castle Farmhouse B&B

Castle Hotel 

Cini Restaurant & Hotel

Days Inn by Wyndham Leicester Forest East

Heritage Restaurant & Hotel

Narborough Arms

Premier Inn (North West)

Premier Inn Leicester (Braunstone)

Premier Inn Leicester (Forest East) 

Travelodge Leicester Hinckley Road

Steve’s Place B&B

King Richard’s Country Lodges

Accommodation

Blaby

Braunstone Town

Cosby

Countesthorpe

Enderby

Glenfield

Glen Parva

Kirby Muxloe

Leicester Forest East   

Narborough 

Stoney Stanton

Whetstone

Find Local Shopping in

Attfield's Farm Shop

Everards Meadows

Meridian Leisure Park – Vue Cinema, 
Hollywood Bowl, 360 Play and restaurants

Palmers Garden Centre 

Stanton Lakes 

Enderby Leisure Centre

Tithe Barn

Countesthorpe Country Park

Narborough Train Station

Fosse Meadows

Ice House Bouskell Park 

Huncote Leisure Centre

Congo Adventure Golf at Blaby Golf Centre

Hilton Leicester

Kirby Muxloe Castle 

Glenfield Tunnel

Grove Park

Blaby Town Centre

Stoney Cove National Diving Centre

Fosse Park - shopping and dining

Fosse Foxes Tourism Trail

Blaby

Meridian Leisure P
ark

Fosse Park/Everards M
ead

o
w

s

London, the South
1 hr 32 mins 

London by rail

1 hr 28 mins (via Leicester ) 

Lincoln
1 hr 8 minsNottingham, the North

35 mins 

Leicester by rail

12 mins 

Coventry
30 mins 

Birmingham & the NEC
45-55 mins 

Birmingham by rail

45 mins 

© 2022 Blaby District Council. All rights reserved.

Map designed and produced by Lovell Johns, Witney, OX29 8RU, United Kingdom. www.lovelljohns.com

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2022.
Contains OpenStreetMap.org data © OpenStreetMap contributors, CC-BY-SA.

visitblaby.org.uk

0 1 2 3 miles

0 1 2 3 4 5 km

BlabyBlaby

9

8

7

4

3
2

1

30

27

25

35

34

40

37

44

43

42

51

45

54

64

56

53

BlabyBlaby

9

8

7

4

3
2

1

30

27

25

35

34

40

37

44

43

42

51

45

54

64

56

53

BlabyBlaby

9

8

7

4

3
2

1

30

27

25

35

34

40

37

44

43

42

51

45

54

64

56

53

blaby_district_map_layup.indd   1blaby_district_map_layup.indd   1 03/03/2022   14:0803/03/2022   14:08

Blaby District Plan 2024-2028
 

A place to work
Secured Substantial Funding for Community 
Enhancements 
The Council secured £4 million in funding that has 
contributed towards improvement in health and leisure 
programmes, air quality and toilet facilities. The Council 
also secured £96,000 in Welcome Back Funding to boost 
the look and feel of local areas and over £2 million as 
part of the UK Shared Prosperity Funding. These funds 
will support various projects over a span of three years, 
promoting prosperity and growth. 

Boosting Local Business Resilience 
In a significant show of support, we have distributed £6.5 
million in Business Grants to local businesses. These 
grants have been a lifeline for our business community, 
aiding them in maintaining operations and securing their 
financial stability. 

Collaboration with HMP Fosse Way 
The Council played a key role in promoting collaboration 
within the local business community, spearheading 
various initiatives in support of the new prison. These 
efforts included the sourcing of local suppliers to provide 
goods and services to the prison, the establishment 
of apprenticeship programmes, and the creation of 
opportunities for work placements benefiting individuals 
under Release on Temporary Licence (ROTL) status. 

A place to visit 
New Walking and Cycling Route 
The new Active Travel route from 
Lubbesthorpe through Meridian Leisure 
Park to the City provides 2.5 miles of 
cycling or walking following an investment 
of £1 million, reducing the need for car 
usage.

Paving the Way for Cleaner Air
Three pollution hotspots in the district, 
including Narborough Road South, B4114 
in Enderby, and Narborough and Enderby 
Road in Whetstone, are to be removed 
from the Air Quality Management Areas 
due to consistently improved air quality. 

Tourism Trails 
A tourism map has been developed and 
a series of 12 individual heritage trails 
around the district launched.

Latest figures show the economic value of 
local tourism has increased by £40 million 
in the past year and is now contributing 
£190 million to the local economy.

Our achievements from Blaby District Plan 2021-2024 
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Heritage Walks
Route Ten 8.8 miles 

14 km

 Blaby
 Countesthorpe
 Whetstone
 Cosby
 Littlethorpe

This walk is one of a series of 12 heritage trails plus a long 
distance perimeter route around the whole District, see the 
website visitblaby.org.uk for more information.

Supported by Welcome Back Funding

  Walk along Halford Close until you see a public footpath sign at the 
end which leads onto a path crossing a grassed area.  After a few 
yards, take the path on the right that continues onto Leveret Drive.  
Follow the road until it reaches Fox Covert then turn right then left into 
Otter Way. Continue on until the road exits onto Dog & Gun Lane.There are numerous industrial buildings on both sides of the road. 
Opposite the lane is the ‘Whittle Estate,’ named after Sir Frank 
Whittle who, through his company Power Jets Ltd, developed the Jet 
Engine during WWII. The site hosted a massive factory, which was 
approved by the Air Ministry in 1941 to support the production and 
development of these engines. According to tradition, as a dedication 
to him and the workers at 8am every morning until 2002 an air raid 
siren was sounded.
  Turn right on Dog and Gun Lane, turn left at the end of the road 
onto Cambridge Road and continue until you pass under the 
motorway, before taking the footpath on your right just after the 
motorway.
There was another famous visitor to Whetstone. His name was 
George Fox, the founder of the Quaker movement. In 1654, Fox was 
moving around the area holding meetings which quite often resulted 
in him and his followers being assaulted, arrested and imprisoned. In 
1654 he attended the village to hold a meeting. However, just before 
it started, George was arrested by seventeen soldiers from Colonel 
Hackers Parliamentarian regiment. On his arrest, George is stated as 
asking that if they let the friends go, he would answer for them all if 
they just took him to meet with Oliver Cromwell.George was told not to come back to Whetstone but the next year, 
he again visited the village despite being warned by Colonel Hacker 
that if he returned he would be imprisoned.  However, instead of 
being taken into custody, Colonel Hacker’s wife and his Marshall even 
attended the meeting and were supposedly ‘convinced’. Although 
George continued preaching, Colonel Hacker, a signatory to the 
death warrant of King Charles I, was executed for regicide at the 
restoration of the monarchy. However, Colonel Hacker was not Hung, 
Drawn and Quartered like the others who executed the King.  At his 
trial, Hacker stated that he was proud of his service to Parliament, 
and he forgave the Judges, Jury, witnesses and everyone. The King 
allowed Hacker to be hung instead.
  Follow the marked path across the golf course and when you 
reach the raised disused railway track bear left and walk towards 
some houses. Take the marked path along the edge of the Golf 
Course until you reach the houses. Take the path with houses on 
your left until it exits onto the corner of Cromford Road. Turn right 
onto Brooklands Road and continue until you reach the Narborough 
Road. Continue along this road until you reach Littlethorpe.
     Littlethorpe
  Continue on what is now the Cosby Road until you pass Warwick 
Road on your right, then look on your right for the next turn, Waudby 
Close. Take this turn and turn right onto a footpath that runs between 
two rows of back gardens.  This path exits onto Haybarn Close.Littlethorpe is still a small village, as it was a thousand years ago. 
The name derives its meaning from Old Norse: ‘Thorpe’ meaning an 
outlying farmstead dependant on another – Narborough.

  From Haybarn Close, turn left onto Riverside Way then take the 
footpath on the right.  Follow the footpath along the edge of the field 
towards a wooded area.  As you approach turn right and head towards 
an elevated section of the M1 Motorway. Go under and bear right on 
towards a gap in the hedge with a concrete crossing over the River 
Soar.  Turn right and walk with the river on your right until you come 
to another concrete crossing over the river again.  Continue along the 
path now with the river on your left.  Continue until you come to a path 
running left to right and a three arch Railway bridge in front of you.  Turn left onto this path and continue.  When you reach a street on your 
right - Station Street, take this and continue until you reach the main road, 
Victoria Road, with The Bulls Head pub on the corner and a mini traffic 
Island.  Turn left then take a right turn into Albert Court and continue 
straight on until the path enters Trinity Street Recreation Ground.   Continue on this path until you reach a gate that exits onto College 
Road. Turn right then take the footpath off College Road, which leads to a 
subway under the main A426. When the path exits the subway, continue 
along Park Road passing a Congregational Chapel built in 1928 and 
straight on to the Main Road. A lot of the houses on this road are very old 
and they have numerous name plaques dating back to the 19th Century.
  When reaching the main road, turn left and make your way back.

4

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter:

For more information on this walk and for other walks in the series visit our website: 
www.visitblaby.org.uk

@visitblaby

Find this walk, all 12 heritage trails and more on the GoJauntly app. Simple photo guides help you navigate while nifty tips point out things of interest and places to eat.

With Thanks to…
Our thanks to Eddie Smallwood and Michael Dix for creating the walking 
routes and uncovering the heritage stories. And to Graham Luker for the 
illustrations.
This series of heritage walks have been designed to inspire walking 
across the District – we hope that you enjoy them. We welcome 
feedback and you can get in touch with us by emailing leisure@blaby.
gov.uk. The walk uses footpaths, bridleways, permissive paths and 
some roads. Please respect the landowner’s property and stay on the 
indicated paths. Please follow the countryside code. Take care when 
walking on roads and follow the Highway Code for pedestrians. You are 
advised to use the route in conjunction with the OS map for the area. 
This guide has been created with funds from the European Regional 
Development Fund and HM Government.

The Bricklayers is the scene of a recently restored local agricultural 

tradition last seen in the early 1900s. On Plough Monday, the 

first Monday after Twelfth Night, the plough was prepared for a 

new season by decorating it in ribbons and pulling it through the 

local villages, stopping off at pubs on the way. The men pulling 

the plough, Plough Bullocks, painted their faces and they were 

accompanied by Molly Dancers, a kind of Morris dancer. Woe 

betides the landlord if he failed to provide either a donation or free 

beer: his drive would be ploughed up. Traditions such as these 

drew some judicious remarks from one local historian as quoted in 

an 1812 publication, describing them as producing ‘at least a week 

of idleness and intoxication.’ The same historian also pokes fun at 

the peculiar dialect of the people of this area: “the letter h comes 

in on almost every occasion where it ought not’ and ‘the words like 

and such frequently occur as expletives,’ giving the example of “If 

you don’t give me my price like.”

After The Bricklayers turn right down The Green then left into 

Poors Meadow. Leave the green and take the Leicestershire 

Round footpath to the right that runs past the River Soar. Enter 

Fosse Meadows and follow the main wooden edged path. At a  

T junction turn left onto another path that leads to the car park. 

     Fosse Meadows

This 20-acre site was opened in 1993 with grasslands, 

woodlands, ponds and a small lake with bird hides. Here, 

you will encounter your first ‘Blaby District Fox’ on your 

walk, one of 19 foxes located at key points around the 

district and complementing the 25 located at Fosse Park 

Shopping Centre (Walk 11). 

But why foxes? Leicestershire County Council’s logo features a fox 

as do the badges of Leicester City Football Club and Leicestershire 

Cricket Club. The county has a long association with the now 

banned ‘sport’ of fox hunting, dating back to the foundation of the 

Quorn hunt in 1696. The gently undulating countryside made an 

ideal place to hunt with hounds and the majority of hunts are to be 

found in and around the county of Leicestershire with the Quorn 

and Belvoir to the north and northeast, the Cottesmore to the east, 

the Fernie in the south east and the Atherstone in the west.

1

Heritage Walks

Route One 6 miles
9.7 km

 Fosse Meadows

 High Cross

 Wigston Parva

 Sharnford
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Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter:

For more information on this 

walk and for other walks in the 

series visit our website: 

www.visitblaby.org.uk

@visitblaby

Find this walk, all 12 heritage trails and more on 

the GoJauntly app. Simple photo guides help you 

navigate while nifty tips point out things of interest 

and places to eat.

Supported by Welcome Back Funding

This walk is one of a series of 12 heritage trails plus a long 

distance perimeter route around the whole District, see the 

website visitblaby.org.uk for more information.

With Thanks to…

Our thanks to Eddie Smallwood and Michael Dix for creating the 

walking routes and uncovering the heritage stories. And to Graham 

Luker for the illustrations.

This series of heritage walks have been designed to inspire walking 

across the District – we hope that you enjoy them. We welcome 

feedback and you can get in touch with us by emailing leisure@blaby.

gov.uk. The walk uses footpaths, bridleways, permissive paths and 

some roads. Please respect the landowner’s property and stay on the 

indicated paths. Please follow the countryside code. Take care when 

walking on roads and follow the Highway Code for pedestrians. You are 

advised to use the route in conjunction with the OS map for the area. 

This guide has been created with funds from the European Regional 

Development Fund and HM Government.

Roman Roads

The Romans quickly established a network of roads after 

their initial invasion of 43 AD. Roads were essential for 

moving troops and their supplies quickly across the country as 

they expanded their empire. The surveyors would find the highest 

ground and then plot the road directly between the high points, 

a process that resulted in the long straight roads that we still see 

today. They would often follow existing tracks and pathways as was 

the case with Watling Street. The local Britons would have been 

put to work, using local materials to create a domed embankment 

topped with cobbles to a depth of half a metre. At regular intervals 

along the roads there would have been military outposts and other 

settlements. By 180 AD, most the network was complete and, 

although the roads fell into disrepair once the Romans left, they 

still form the basis for many modern day roads. On these walks 

you will travel along the Fosse Way again on Walks 8 and 11 and 

cross it a few times as well, in addition to crossing the road from 

Ratae (Leicester) to Manduessedum (Mancetter on Watling Street) 

somewhere on Walks 5 and 6.

Fosse Fox 

6

Active Travel route

Tourism Trails
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Challenges facing the district
Blaby District Plan 2024-2028

Climate Change The effects of 
climate change are one of the biggest 
challenges facing the district. Our 
ambition is for the Council to reduce 
carbon emissions and achieve 
net zero by 2030, with the district 
following suit by 2050.

Service Delivery The challenges 
in delivering services in light of 
budget constraints are a central 
concern. Due to reductions in public 
funding, resources are expected 
to remain limited throughout 
the implementation of this plan. 
The Medium-Term Financial 
Strategy provides a framework 
for the Council’s budget, relying on 
government settlements for resource 
allocation while ensuring that funding 
aligns with key themes. Future 
funding is uncertain, and it is likely 
that there will continue to be funding 
reductions and increased demands 
on the Council. As a result, the 
Council foresees a budget  
deficit of £4.9 million by the financial 
year 2027/28. 

1

4

3

2

Narborough Station

7

Housing Growth, Affordable Housing and 
Homelessness Blaby District faces a significant 
housing delivery challenge with an emerging 
housing requirement of around 687 homes per 
year up until 2036. There is an increasing need 
for affordable housing, and there is concern that 
the required numbers are unachievable. 

The impact of the pandemic, coupled with 
rising living costs, along with an increasingly 
unaffordable and small private rented sector, has 
led to a surge in homelessness in the district. 
This situation is exacerbated by the lack of 
affordable housing. 

Health While many residents are in good health, 
it is essential to address the fact that 66% 
of adults in the district are overweight. This 
highlights the need for more proactive measures. 
We actively work with partners such as Active 
Together, Public Health and the NHS to respond 
to this challenge. 

Contaminated land also poses a significant 
challenge as it has the potential to incur 
substantial costs to ensure our communities’ 
safety. In light of recent events at Huncote 
Leisure Centre and the need to mitigate against 
rising methane levels, all contaminated land sites 
will be reviewed to ensure that the appropriate 
measures are still in place to protect and 
safeguard our communities.
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Our Organisational Values

Blaby District Plan 2024-2028

Our organisational values define our culture, embody our beliefs and 
principles and provide guidance for our interactions with customers, 
colleagues and communities. 

1  Put the customer at the heart of everything we do 

2  Be innovative, adaptable and resourceful 

3  Understand the needs of our communities and treat everyone fairly 

4  Be open, honest and clearly communicate 

8

Our Vision
Our vision is to ensure that Blaby District is 

New Lubbesthorpe Fosse Fox
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Enabling our communities and supporting our 
vulnerable residents 
What we want to achieve 
1  We are dedicated to fostering communities where no one is left 

behind, especially our vulnerable residents. We aim to empower 
individuals to take control of their own futures and those of their 
families. This commitment extends to key areas such as young people, 
mental health, benefits, the provision of suitable housing,  
and supporting asylum dispersal and community integration. 

2  Our initiatives go beyond traditional boundaries. Our Lightbulb Service 
encourages independent living, while our Housing Enabler Team 
accelerates hospital discharges, ensuring a speedy return home.  
Our Home Gadgets Service leverages assistive technology to support 
residents in managing health conditions, including dementia. While 
our initial goal was to eliminate homelessness, we acknowledge that 
it remains a challenge. We are committed to maintaining a zero rough 
sleeping rate. We recognise the need for specialised housing to meet 
the needs of the most vulnerable members of our community, and 
pledge to work closely with partners to make this a reality. 

3  Our communities are diverse and so are their needs and preferences. 
We will do all that we can to meet these needs. We will embrace the 
positive power of technology to combat exclusion from services and 
communities, ensuring everyone has equal access to the information 
and help they need, regardless of their individual circumstances.

Our Strategic Themes 
Blaby District Plan 2024-2028

How we will achieve this 
• Work in partnership to provide support for our homeless and most 

vulnerable residents 

• Continually review services to ensure they are streamlined, fit for purpose 
and easy for the customer to understand and access 

• Recognise the diversity of our customers’ needs in the design of our 
services 

• Provide our customers with the information or support they need at the 
first point of contact, through our website or other access channels 

• Work with councillors, community groups and partner organisations to 
encourage and promote digital inclusion across Blaby District 

• Utilise our Commercial Strategy to invest in ensuring appropriate 
accommodation is accessible to the most vulnerable 

• By delivering the actions in the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy 

• Strengthen partnerships to integrate comprehensive preventative offers 
into the Lightbulb service 

Blaby District Plan 2024-2028
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All is well van
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Enhancing and maintaining our natural and 
built environments 
What we want to achieve 
1  We continue to address the challenges posed by climate change, 

supporting the Council’s carbon emissions to be net zero by 2030 
and supporting the district to become net zero by 2050. 

2  In addition, our dedication extends to enhancing biodiversity in 
our parks and open spaces. We are actively working to implement 
biodiversity strategies that promote the growth and preservation 
of diverse ecosystems. 

3  We are equally committed to ensuring sustainable development in 
the district, maintaining a clean and green environment. Our own 
parks will be sustainable, ensuring high quality and accessibility, 
while continuing to provide value to the local community and the 
natural world. 

4  Our plan also includes efforts to reduce waste and increase 
recycling, aligning with the latest national waste packaging 
reforms. We are determined to deliver the actions outlined in the 
Leicestershire Resources and Waste Strategy. 

How we will achieve this 
• Deliver on our actions in the Climate Change Strategy 

• Adopt a Local Plan to ensure environmentally friendly housing and promote 
biodiversity in new developments

• Increase biodiversity and improve access to green open spaces 

• Reduce our impact on the environment by delivering sustainable 
development, working with our partners to reach a district-wide net-zero 
goal by 2050

• Expand electric vehicle infrastructure across the district to meet the 
demand for electric vehicles and the needs of the community 

• Promote energy efficiency, sustainable construction, renewable energy 
sources, and behaviour change

• Implement actions outlined in the Leicestershire Resources and Waste 
Strategy

• Deliver the actions set out in the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy 

 

Ice House

Blaby District Plan 2024-2028
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Growing and supporting our economy
What we want to achieve 
1  Our primary objective is to facilitate business growth and 

development, foster innovation, and promote overall prosperity 
within our district through economic recovery and growth. 

2  Our focus extends to improving and broadening the skills of the 
district’s workforce, thereby creating more opportunities for 
success. We are equally dedicated to attracting and retaining 
businesses in our district, cultivating a sense of pride in our district 
and pinpointing attractive investment prospects. Furthermore, we 
seek to highlight the unique attributes of our location and what it 
offers to businesses. 

3  In addition to these priorities, our goal is for the district to be one 
of Leicestershire’s leading and most welcoming and sustainable 
tourism destinations, attracting staying and day visitors from 
across the UK. 

How we will achieve this 
• Implement the actions set out in the Economic Development 

Framework 

• Deliver the actions set out in the Tourism Growth Plan 

• By providing a strong leisure and visitor economy with well-
maintained and accessible attractions to encourage visitors to  
the district 

Fosse Park Food Court
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Keeping you safe and healthy  
What we want to achieve 
1  We take pride in providing the necessary infrastructure and services to 

empower individuals to feel safe and live happy lives. As a district, we 
are one of the healthiest places to live, and our goal is to ensure that 
residents can enjoy longer, healthier lives, both physically and mentally. 

2  We want to foster active and healthier lifestyles among our residents, 
inspiring people to embrace lifestyles that promote physical and mental 
wellbeing. 

3  We are dedicated to creating communities where every individual feels 
secure, and where issues such as antisocial behaviour and domestic 
abuse are actively addressed. Our goal is that no one in our community 
feels isolated or vulnerable, and that support is readily available 
when needed. Mental health is a growing concern as cases increase, 
particularly within the younger generation, and more needs to be done 
to increase awareness and access to support. 

4  Furthermore, we are determined to continue our investments in 
leisure centres and suitable leisure provision, promoting accessible 
opportunities for recreation and wellness. 

5  The district has several former landfill sites, and these will be reviewed 
to ensure that the appropriate measures are still in place to protect and 
safeguard our communities.
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How we will achieve this 
• Delivery of the Community Health and Wellbeing Plan 

• Deliver the Playing Pitch Strategy 

• Increasing the number of people undertaking physical activity 

• Delivery of our Leisure Centre contract 

• Deliver the actions of the Active Travel Strategy 

• The Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan 

• Working with partners to ensure effective delivery of the 
Community Safety Partnership work plans and objectives 

• By implementing the actions in the Contaminated Land Strategy 

• Raising awareness of mental health services available and provision 
of mental health services in rural communities

Kirby Muxloe Castle
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Ambitious and well-managed Council, valuing our people 
What we want to achieve 
1  We are fully committed to maintaining strong financial management, allocating 

resources wisely for what matters most. Our focus is on delivering high-quality public 
services that you can trust and rely on. 

2  In pursuit of these goals, we will review our strategic assets to ensure they are 
delivering optimum value to the Council and wider community, increasing social 
capital. 

3  We will continue to work in partnership with other local authorities and organisations, 
prioritising alignment with our business objectives and, most importantly, when such 
collaborations result in tangible benefits for our communities. 

4  We aim for efficiency, tailoring services to meet customers’ needs’, and making them 
easily accessible. We will implement user-friendly digital processes, designed so 
customers choose to self-serve, allowing us more time to focus on those that need 
more support through our assisted access channels. 

5  We are also dedicated to developing our workforce, helping them to reach their full 
potential and investing in our people development programmes. We will ensure 
fundamental management standards are embedded across the organisation, laying 
the foundation for success and growth. 

6  Furthermore, we are dedicated to promoting openness and transparency in our 
actions and decisions. We aim to create an environment where everyone can 
participate equally, actively seeking feedback and being accountable for our actions. 
This commitment will strengthen our governance and enhance transparency.  
We also promise to increase our public visibility and actively promote our work. 

Blaby District Council employee

13

Blaby District Plan 2024-2028

How we will achieve this 

• Ensuring our ICT service meets the needs of the business 

• By delivering the Transforming Blaby Together Strategy 
and associated action plans 

• Delivery of the Corporate Communications Strategy 

• By delivering actions required to sustain the Council’s 
longer-term financial position as identified in the Medium-
Term Financial Strategy 
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References 
• Population (ONS estimate June 2021) 

• Average house price (HM Land Registry House Price Index 
August 2023) 

• Average salary (ONS Earnings and hours worked, place of 
residence by local authority 2022) 

• Reported criminal offences (ONS Recorded crime data by 
Community Safety Partnership area April 2022-March 2023)

• Working-age residents in employment (ONS Subnational 
indicators explorer April 2022-March 2023) 

• Population 65 and over (ONS estimate June 2021) 

• Healthiest area (ONS Health Index 2021) 

• Overweight adults (ONS Subnational indicators explorer 
November 2021-November 2022)

The Tithe Barn
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Staying up to date
Subscribe to receive our e-Newsletters and 
keep updated on the services that matter to 
you, with emails direct to your inbox. 

www.blaby.gov.uk/sign-up 

Our general e-Newsletter is sent out twice a 
month.  

The Council has committees which make decisions about 
services, or which have delegated powers to make decisions 
based on law. Most committees are public meetings, so 
members of the public are welcome to attend. At certain 
meetings, like full Council Meetings, members of the public can 
ask questions by prior arrangement. Agendas, minutes and 
meeting dates are published on our website and members of the 
public can watch live meetings online.  

More information can be found at  
www.blaby.gov.uk/committees

Follow us on social media for daily  
updates and news from across the district.

 

You can find us on Facebook, X (formerly Twitter) and LinkedIn. 

Blaby Golf CentreFosse Park Food Central

Helping vulnerable residentsBlaby Village

A Place to GrowJob Fair
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Translation
If you need this Blaby District Plan in other formats or languages contact us 
on 0116 275 0555 or email customer.services@blaby.gov.uk.

The document is also available on our website: www.blaby.gov.uk

Communications and Consultation Team 
Blaby District Council 
Council Offices 
Desford Road 
Narborough 
Leicester 
LE19 2EP

Tel: 0116 272 7577
Email: public.relations@blaby.gov.uk

Jeśli potrzebujesz tego planu dystryktu Blaby w innych formatach lub językach, skontaktuj się z nami 
pod numerem 0116 275 0555 lub wyślij e-mail customer.services@blaby.gov.uk.  

ਜੇਕਰ ਤੁਹਾਨੂੰ ਇਸ ਕਾਰਪੋਰੇਟ ਪਲਾਨ ਦੀ  ਹੋਰ ਫਾਰਮੈਟਾਂ ਜਾਂ ਭਾਸ਼ਾਵਾਂ ਿਵੱਚ ਲੋੜ ਹੈ ਤਾਂ ਸਾਡੇ ਨਾਲ 0116 275 0555 'ਤੇ 
ਸੰਪਰਕ ਕਰੋ ਜਾਂ customer.services@blaby.gov.uk 'ਤੇ ਈਮੇਲ ਕਰੋ।  

જો તમાર ેઅKય ફોમNOસ અથવા ભાષાઓમાં આ Xલેબી િડિ^ટ̀ aટ bલાનની જdર હોય તો 0116 275 0555 
પર અમારો સંપકn  કરો અથવા customer.services@blaby.gov.uk ઇમેઇલ કરો.  

Home care Refuse collection fleetStoney Cove




