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Non Technical Summary 
 
Introduction 

 
Blaby District Council is the Local Planning Authority for the District of Blaby in south west Leicestershire. 

The Council is in the process of preparing a Local Development Framework for the District. This will replace 

the existing Local Plan and set out guidelines for the future development of the District. 

 
The Core Strategy is the first document to be produced as part of the Local Development Framework. This 

will set out the principal elements of the planning framework for Blaby District. It will comprise a spatial 

vision, objectives, core policies and a monitoring and implementation framework. 

 
WYG has been commissioned by Blaby District Council to undertake a combined Sustainability Appraisal and 

Strategic Environmental Assessment of their Core Strategy. For ease the combined approach is simply 

referred to as Sustainability Appraisal throughout this summary. 

 
Development of the Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

 
In June 2005 a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) framework was developed by WYG which resulted in the 

production of a SA Scoping Report detailing the outcome of the following activities: 

 
• Consultation through the distribution of a questionnaire and consultation forum. 

 
• Review of other relevant plans and programmes. 

 
• Collation of social, economic and environmental baseline data. 

 
• Identification of the current social, economic and environmental situation in Blaby District. 

 
• Identification of key sustainability issues. 

 
• Development of Sustainability Appraisal objectives. 

 
The SA framework is designed to be used to appraise all the Development Plan Documents which make up 

the Blaby Local Development Framework including the Core Strategy. 

 
Development and Appraisal of Options 
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In November 2005, Blaby District Council developed a series of options for the Core Strategy and these 

were presented within an Issues and Options Report. Following this, in April 2006, the Council produced a 

Preferred Options Report which included a number of potential policies. 

 
As a result of consultation responses and issues raised by the emerging Regional Spatial Strategy, Blaby 

District Council prepared a second Issues and Options Consultation Paper. A further Alternative Options 

Paper was then produced in October 2008 following recent changes to legislation and guidance, and a first 

draft submission version was produced for consultation in July 2009. This was not submitted to the 

Secretary of State. 

 
At each stage in development of the Core Strategy, WYG appraised the potential options and policies using 

the Sustainability Appraisal framework. The likely social, economic and environmental effects of each 

potential option / policy were determined. During this process, recommendations were suggested to 

improve their sustainability. 

 
Submission Stage Core Strategy (Version 2) 

 
Following consultation on the Alternative Options Paper in October 2008 and a first draft submission version 

in July 2009, the Council has prepared the Submission Core Strategy (Version 2) which includes strategic 

objectives and policies. These objectives and policies have been reappraised by WYG using the SA 

framework. 

 
The SA has identified a number of social, economic and environmental effects which may occur as a result 

of the implementation of the Core Strategy. 

 
The potential benefits of implementing the Blaby Core Strategy include: 

 
• Ensuring good access for residents to services and facilities, through focusing development in 

urban areas and settlements with a high level of services and public transport access, and 

ensuring new services are provided to support growth, including as part of the proposed 

Sustainable Urban Extension. 

 
• Provision of housing to meet the needs of local people, including significant levels of affordable 

housing. 

 
• Provision of employment development with associated job creation and economic growth. 
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• Provision of sustainable transport infrastructure to encourage walking, cycling and public 

transport use and a shift away from the private car. 

 
• Encouragement of the energy efficient design of new developments and the use of renewable 

energy. 

 
• Protection and enhancement of the countryside, green space and other environmental and 

historic resources. 

 
The potential adverse effects of implementing the Blaby Core Strategy include: 

 
• Potential effects upon landscape, biodiversity and historic resources resulting from large scale 

development. 

 
• Loss of greenfield land to development. 

 
• Generation of construction and demolition waste. 

 
• Risk of pollution during construction of developments and once operational. 

 
• Air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from increases in traffic. 

 
• Increased energy and water consumption resulting from an increased population. 

 
Recommendations have been made as part of the Sustainability Appraisal process. Many of these have 

been addressed within the policies of the Submission Core Strategy. Other recommendations may be 

implemented at later stages, for example within future documents within the Local Development 

Framework or as individual developments go through the planning process. 

 
Monitoring 

 
Targets and indicators have been developed to monitor the effects of the Core Strategy. These will enable 

Blaby District Council to determine whether the Core Strategy performs as it is expected to do, and whether 

any additional effects arise which were not identified within the Sustainability Appraisal. This will also 

provide useful information to improve plans in the future. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Blaby District Council is the Local Planning Authority for the District of Blaby in Leicestershire. The Council is 

in the process of preparing a Local Development Framework (LDF) for the District. The LDF will comprise 

various documents including Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents 

(SPDs). The first DPD to be produced as part of the LDF is the Core Strategy. 

 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process by which plans under preparation can be assessed for 

sustainability. Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Local Planning Authorities must 

subject their LDFs to SA, thus promoting sustainable development by enabling communities to satisfy their 

basic needs and enjoy a better quality of life without compromising future generations. Similarly, under the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, where planning documents setting 

a framework for future development consent are likely to have significant environmental effects, it is a 

requirement that Local Planning Authorities subject them to Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). 

Such documents include those that form a LDF. 

 
WYG has been commissioned by Blaby District Council to undertake a combined SA and SEA of its Core 

Strategy. For ease, the combined approach is simply referred to as SA throughout this report. 

 
The SA process undertaken has resulted in the production of this SA Report. The purpose of this report is to 

present the findings of the SA process in a manner that can be used for stakeholder and public 

consultation.  This report has the following format: 

 
• Non Technical Summary: offers a non technical overview of the SA process and its findings. 

 
• Section 1  Introduction. 

 
• Section 2 Background to the Plan: Details the background to the Core Strategy being prepared 

by Blaby District Council. 

 
• Section 3 Sustainability Appraisal Process: provides an overview of the SA process undertaken 

including details of the SA objectives used to appraise the Core Strategy and the 

consultation process. 
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• Section 4   Baseline and Key Issues: describes baseline conditions in relation to a series of 

social, economic and environmental parameters and outlines key sustainability issues 

that have been considered during the SA process. 

 
• Section 5 Testing the Plan Objectives: details the compatibility test comparing the Core 

Strategy objectives and the SA objectives. 

 
• Section 6 Development and Appraisal of Options: outlines the options, development and 

appraisal process and how social, economic and environmental effects were 

considered in developing the Submission Core Strategy. 

 
• Section 7 Likely Effects of the Core Strategy: predicts the likely social, economic and 

environmental effects of the Core Strategy and details mitigation to reduce adverse 

effects and maximise beneficial effects. 

 
• Section 8 Implementation and Monitoring: provides details on how the Core Strategy will be 

implemented and proposals for monitoring its implementation. 

 
Report conditions are set out in Appendix A. 
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2.0 Background to the Plan 
 
2.1 Blaby District 

 
Blaby District is located in Leicestershire adjacent to the southwest edge of the Leicester City Council 

administrative area.  It falls within the East Midlands Government region. 

 
The District covers an area of 13,000 hectares and is highly accessible being located near the M1 and M69 

motorways. Settlements comprise a mix of small villages and towns with large scale out of town 

developments at Fosse Park and Meridian Leisure. 

 
The north of the District is predominantly urban while the southeast and southwest are generally more rural 

in nature. The District has a population of over 93,500 (2008 mid-year estimates) with some 5.7% of the 

population being of mixed or ethnic origin. 

 
2.2 East Midlands Regional Plan 

 
The East Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) (also known as the Regional Plan) was published in 

March 2009; it forms part of the statutory development plan for Blaby District. 

 
The Regional Plan provides a broad development strategy for the East Midlands up to 2026 and identifies 

the scale and distribution of provision for new housing and priorities for the environment, transport, 

infrastructure, economic development, agriculture, energy, minerals and waste treatment and disposal. It 

also provides the longer term planning framework for the Regional Economic Strategy. 

 
2.3 Blaby District LDF 

 
Fundamental changes to the planning system in England have been introduced through the Planning and 

Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 which requires Local Planning Authorities to adopt a LDF in place of their 

existing Local Plan.  The LDF replaces the current Blaby District Local Plan (adopted September 1999) as 

the plan setting out policies and proposals for the future development of the District up to 2029. In the 

transitional period, certain policies in the Local Plan retain development plan status and are saved until they 

are superseded by the adoption of LDF documents. Further changes to the planning legislation are 

expected through the Localism Act (and have been referred to in the emerging National Planning Policy 

Framework) which allow for ‘Local Plans’. 
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Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 12 sets out the LDF process. It requires Local Planning Authorities to 

adopt a spatial planning approach. The LDF will not be restricted solely to land use issues but go beyond 

traditional land use planning by integrating policies for the development of land with policies that influence 

the nature of places and how they function. 

 
The revised PPS12, issued in June 2008, sets out updated Government guidance regarding the new LDF 

process. PPS12 details the need for Local Planning Authorities to adopt a spatial planning approach. The 

LDF will not be restricted solely to land use issues, such as identifying where new houses, employment, 

retail and leisure facilities should be located, but will go beyond traditional land use planning by integrating 

policies for development with policies that influence the nature of places and how they function. The new 

PPS12 also emphasises the need for LDFs to be aligned not only with national and regional plans but also 

with the shared local priorities set out in Sustainable Community Strategies. 

 
It is worth noting that, at the time of drafting this SA/SEA, the Coalition Government were consulting on the 

‘National Planning Policy Framework’ which proposes replacing the suite of PPGs and PPSs with a single, 

more concise, statement of Government Planning Policy. The Core Strategy will need to be consistent with 

this when adopted. 

 
The Blaby District LDF will comprise a number of DPDs which will have statutory status. The proposals and 

policies set out in them will guide planning decisions. It may also include SPDs which are non-statutory 

documents prepared to support the delivery of major development sites or complex policy areas. SPDs will 

be taken into account as a material consideration in determining planning applications. 

 
Blaby District Council has produced a Local Development Scheme (LDS) for its LDF process. This 

establishes a programme for delivering the LDF up to 2014. The first LDF documents to be adopted will 

include the Core Strategy DPD, followed by an Allocations, Designations and Development Management 

DPD. An Affordable Housing SPD is proposed but not identified in the LDS; other DPDs and SPDs may be 

prepared at a later date. The LDF for Blaby District also includes a Statement of Community Involvement 

(SCI) setting out how the public will participate in the preparation of the LDF documents. 

 
2.4 Core Strategy 

 
2.4.1 Background 

 
The first document to be produced as part of the Blaby District LDF is the Core Strategy. This will set out 

the principal elements of the planning framework for Blaby District. It will comprise a spatial vision, 
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strategy, objectives, Core Policies and a monitoring and implementation framework. It provides a broad 

policy direction to guide the policies and proposals for all future DPDs which must be in conformity with it. 

 
The Core Strategy has been developed and consulted on over the past six years through series of Issues 

and Options, Preferred Options, Alternative Options Papers and a first draft submission version. The options 

process is described in more detail in Section 6. 

 
The Submission Core Strategy has been produced by Blaby District Council and sets out a number of 

policies for inclusion in the Core Strategy. It has been prepared having regard to the identification of issues 

and options, consultation on the resulting Issues and Options Report and the results of Sustainability 

Appraisal for the issues and options. 

 
The previous version of the Core Strategy was not submitted to the Secretary of State. The main reasons 

for not submitting the document were to address procedural issues raised as part of the consultation 

process in 2009, and also to add to the evidence base and address the key issues of ‘locally derived 

housing requirements’ with other Authorities in Leicester and Leicestershire – which is a key tenet of the 

Coalition Government’s approach to Localism and Planning. 

 
2.4.2 Core Strategy Spatial Objectives 

 
The Submission Core Strategy sets out twelve spatial objectives for the Core Strategy as detailed in Table 

1. 

 
Table 1 Core Strategy Spatial Objectives 

 
Social Objectives 

i) To provide the appropriate quantity and mix of housing to meet the needs of the District’s current and 
future populations. 

ii) To optimise the provision of affordable housing to meet local needs. 

iii) To deliver the infrastructure, services and facilities required to meet the needs of the population of the 
District of Blaby including those arising from growth and to make services accessible to all. 

iv) To maximise sport and recreation opportunities. 

Environmental Objectives 

v) To improve the design quality of all new developments in the District including the need to design out 
crime. 

vi) To protect the important areas of the District’s natural environment (species and habitats), landscape 
and geology and to improve bio-diversity and wildlife habitats and corridors through the design of new 
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developments and through the management of existing areas by working with partners. 

vii) To balance the need to preserve and enhance the cultural heritage of the District, recognising its 
contribution to Local Distinctiveness and to seek design solutions which preserve and enhance heritage 
assets where they are impacted by development. 

viii) To minimise energy use and use of valuable resources and to encourage renewable energy resources in 
suitable locations. 

ix) To minimise the risk of flooding (and other hazards) to property, infrastructure and people. 

Economic objectives 

x) To provide the appropriate quantity, quality and mix of employment opportunities to meet the needs of 
the District’s current and future populations, and to meet strategic employment, education and training 
needs. 

xi) To deliver the transport needs of the District and to encourage and develop the use of more sustainable 
forms of transport (including walking, cycling and public transport). 

xii) To maintain, and where appropriate improve, the position of retail centres within the retail hierarchy. To 
make sure that the existing centres, primarily Blaby Town Centre, have opportunities to grow in order to 
enhance their vitality and viability and to prevent expansion of out of town centres (Including the 
Motorways Retail Area) where this would result in an unacceptable impact on existing centres. 

 

2.4.3 Core Strategy Spatial Policies 

 
The Submission Core Strategy details 23 policies, as follows. 

 
• Policy 1: Strategy for Locating New Development 

 
• Policy 2: Design of New Development 

 
• Policy 3: Sustainable Urban Extension 

 
• Policy 4: Strategic Employment Site 

 
• Policy 5: Housing Distribution 

 
• Policy 6: Employment 

 
• Policy 7: Affordable Housing 

 
• Policy 8: Mix of Housing 

 
• Policy 9: Accommodation of Gypsies and Travellers 
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• Policy 10: Transport Infrastructure

• Policy 11: Infrastructure, Services and Facilities to Support Growth

• Policy 12: Planning Obligations and Developer Contributions

• Policy 13: Retailing and Other Town Centre uses

• Policy 14: Green Infrastructure

• Policy 15: Open Space, Sport and Recreation

• Policy 16: Green Wedges

• Policy 17: Areas of Separation

• Policy 18: Countryside

• Policy 19: Biodiversity and Geodiversity

• Policy 20: Cultural Environment

• Policy 21: Climate Change

• Policy 22: Flood Risk Management

• Policy 23: Waste

More detail concerning each policy is provided in Section 7. 
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3.0 Sustainability Appraisal Process 

3.1 Legislative Requirements 

Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, as amended by the Planning Act 2008, Local 

Authorities must subject their DPDs to SA. Part 2, Section 19, Paragraph (5) of the amended Act states: 

‘The local planning authority must also carry out an appraisal of the sustainability of the 
proposals in each development plan document and prepare a report of the findings of the 

appraisal.’ 

SEA is a requirement of EU Directive 2001/42/EC on the Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes on 

the Environment, more commonly known as the SEA Directive. As stated in Article 1, the objective of the 

SEA Directive is: 

‘To provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the 
integrationofenvironmentalconsiderationsintothepreparationandadoption of plans…witha 

view to promoting sustainable development...’ 

The SEA Directive was brought into effect in the UK on the 21st July 2004 through the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations. The Regulations require that Local Authorities undertake 

SEA of their LDF documents. 

Although the statutory requirements for carrying out SA and SEA are distinct it is possible to satisfy both 

through a single, but integrated process. Such a joint approach is advocated by Communities and Local 

Government (CLG) (formerly known as the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM)). 

The SA is also developed in the context of other relevant Legislation and Regulations such as The Water 

Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 2003. 

3.2 Integrated Approach to Appraisal 

SEA is a means of evaluating the environmental acceptability of planning documents in a formalised and 

systematic manner. The process works to identify the key environmental issues associated with a study 

area and determining how adoption of a planning document will influence them. SEA occupies a central 

position in the hierarchy of land use planning, sitting between high level Government planning policy and 
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environmental assessment at project level. The SEA process considers similar issues to project level 

environmental assessment. However, planning documents often cover much larger areas than individual 

development proposals and contain less quantifiable detail than is available at project level. SEA therefore 

examines the environment in much broader terms and sets environmental objectives for a study area 

against which strategic level proposals can be appraised. 

 
SA differs from SEA in that it expands the focus of the assessment process to encompass social and 

economic issues. ODPM guidance (2005) describes the purpose of SA as being: 

 
‘…to promote sustainable development through the integration of social, environmental and 
economicconsiderations into thepreparation of revisions of Regional Spatial Strategies and for 
new or revised Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents.’ 

 
The integrated SA process adopted by WYG identifies the key social, economic and environmental issues 

associated with Blaby District and how adoption of the Core Strategy will influence them. It will ensure that 

significant adverse effects are either avoided or mitigated. However, it should be noted that whilst SA will 

inform the decision making process, the Core Strategy may not always reflect the options considered to be 

most sustainable. 

 
The SA will also identify monitoring requirements to ensure the Core Strategy remains sustainable 

throughout its implementation. Monitoring will help to identify any unforeseen impacts and inform 

subsequent revisions or the replacement of the Core Strategy. 

 
3.3 Sustainability Appraisal Guidance 

 
The SA process undertaken by WYG has been developed in accordance with the following national and 

European guidance: 

 
• Department of Health (2007) Draft Guidance on Health in Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

 
• English Nature, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), Countryside Agency and 

Environment Agency (2004) SEA and Biodiversity: Guidance for Practitioners. 

 
• Environment Agency (2004) Strategic Environmental Assessment of External Plans and 

Programmes. 
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• Environment Agency (2007) Strategic Environmental Assessment and Climate Change Guidance 

Note. 

 
• European Community (2001) SEA and Integration of the Environment into Strategic Decision 

Making. 

 
• ODPM (2005) Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development 

Frameworks: Guidance for Regional Planning Bodies and Local Planning Authorities. 

 
• ODPM (2005) A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive. 

 
• RSPB (2007) Strategic Environmental Assessment – Learning From Practice. 

 
3.4 Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive Compliance 

 
This SA Report incorporates the requirements for an Environmental Report as set out in the SEA Directive 

(Annex I). Table 2 summarises the requirements of the SEA Directive, identifies how the requirements have 

been met and where these are located in the SA Report. 

 
Table 2  SEA Directive Compliance 

 
Requirement of SEA Directive Where covered in the SA of the 

Core Strategy 

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan… 
 

…and its relationship with other relevant plans and programmes. 

Section 3 of this SA Report. 
 
SA Scoping Report (WYG, 2005). 
Section 3 of this SA Report. 

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment 
and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the 
plan. 

SA Scoping Report (WYG, 2005). 
Section 5 of this SA Report. 

c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected. 

SA Scoping Report (WYG, 2005). 
Section 5 of this SA Report. 

d) The environmental problems which are relevant to the plan 
including, in particular those relating to any areas of a particular 
environmental importance. 

 
SA Scoping Report (WYG, 2005). 
Section 5 of this SA Report. 
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Requirement of SEA Directive Where covered in the SA of the 
Core Strategy 

e) Any existing environmental protection objectives which are 
relevant to the plan and the way those objectives and any 
environmental considerations have been taken into account 
during its preparation. 

SA Scoping Report (WYG, 2005) 
Section 7 of this SA Report. 
Blaby Submission Core Strategy 
(November 2011). 

f) The likely significant effects on the environment including on 
issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, 
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural 
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, 
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors. 

 

Section 8 and Appendix E of this SA 
Report. 

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as 
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the 
environment of implementing the plan or programme. 

Section 8 and Appendix E of this SA 
Report. 

h) An outline for the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt 
with… 

 

…and a description of how the assessment was undertaken 
including any difficulties encountered in compiling the required 
information. 

Section 7 of this SA Report. 
Blaby Submission Core Strategy 
(November 2011). 

 

Section 8 of this SA Report. 

i) A description of the measures envisaged concerning 
monitoring in accordance with Article 10 of the SEA Directive. 

Section 9 and Appendix F of this SA 
Report. 

j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under 
the above headings. Section 1 of this SA Report. 

 
 
3.5 Sustainability Appraisal Stages 

 
The SA process adopted by WYG for the Blaby District Core Strategy has been developed following current 

guidance produced by the ODPM (2005).  It involves the following steps: 

 
• Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope 

o Consulting on the scope of the SA through distribution of a questionnaire and a 
consultation forum. 

o Identifying other plans and programmes of relevance to the Core Strategy. 

o Collating baseline data and identifying gaps in the current baseline. 

o Identifying baseline conditions and key sustainability issues on the basis of the baseline 
data collated. 

o Developing SA objectives. 
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o Consulting on the scope of the SA through publication of a Scoping Report. 

 
• Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing effects 

o Testing the Core Strategy objectives against the SA objectives. 

o Developing and appraising the Core Strategy options. 

o Predicting and evaluating the likely effects of the Core Strategy. 

o Developing recommendations to mitigate any adverse effects and to maximise beneficial 
effects. 

o Developing recommendations for future monitoring requirements or indicators. 

 
• Stage C: Preparing the SA Report 

 

• Stage D: Consulting on the Core Strategy and the SA Report 

o Public participation on the Core Strategy and the SA Report. 

o Appraising any significant changes to the Core Strategy. 

o Providing information on how the SA and consultation responses were taken into account in 
preparing the Core Strategy. 

 
• Stage E: Monitoring implementation of the Core Strategy 

o Monitoring significant effects ofthe Core Strategy once adopted. 

o Responding to any adverse effects arising from the Core Strategy following adoption. 

 
3.6 Stage A: Scoping Stage 

 
3.6.1 Links with Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

 
Stage A of the SA (scoping stage) has already been undertaken for the overall Blaby District LDF (including 

the Core Strategy) and a SA Scoping Report was produced in June 2005. The SA Scoping Report details the 

outcomes of the scoping stage including the development of the SA framework to be used in appraising all 

DPDs and SPDs produced under the Blaby District LDF. 

 
3.6.2 Links to Relevant Plans and Programmes 

 
During the scoping stage a number of existing plans were identified and reviewed in order to determine any 

links with the Blaby District LDF process. Plans to be reviewed were identified by WYG through discussions 
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with Blaby District Council and through the consultation process described in Section 3.6 of the June 2006 

report. The SA Scoping Report provides further details of the review process including a list of the plans 

and programmes reviewed. 

 
It is a requirement of the SEA Directive that an analysis of the LDF’s ‘…relationship with other relevant 

plans and programmes…’ (Annex 1a of the SEA Directive) and of ‘…the environmental protection 

objectives…which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives and any 

environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation…’ (Annex 1e of the SEA 

Directive) is undertaken. 

 
Key aims and objectives (including environmental and sustainability objectives) of each plan were identified 

and then the implications of the plan for the Blaby District LDF identified. In addition to determining links 

with the Blaby District LDF the review process provided baseline information. It also helped to identify key 

sustainability issues and informed the development of the SA objectives. 

 
The review of plans and programmes is provided in the SA Scoping Report. 

 
3.6.3 Baseline and Key Issues 

 
During the scoping stage, baseline data were collated and reviewed in order to establish the baseline 

conditions and to help identify key sustainability issues. The baseline conditions provide the basis against 

which significant effects of the LDF can be predicted and assessed. Detailed baseline data were presented 

in the SA Scoping Report. Section 4 of this SA Report includes a summary of the baseline and key 

sustainability issues in Blaby District, which has been updated to reflect the current situation. It also 

incorporates any changes following comments raised during consultation on the SA Scoping Report. 

 
3.6.4 Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

 
At the end of the scoping stage, SA objectives were developed that provide a basis against which to 

appraise all the DPDs and SPDs which will make up the Blaby District LDF including the Core Strategy. 

 
The SA objectives integrate social, economic and environmental considerations. The Blaby District LDF 

should aim to fulfil the SA objectives as this will allow it to be consistent with environmental regulations and 

high level sustainable development policies. However there may be some objectives on which the Blaby 

District LDF will have a limited impact or which are in conflict with one another. 
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The East Midlands Integrated Regional Framework (IRF) produced by the Government Office for the East 

Midlands (GOEM) sets out how sustainable development should be achieved in the East Midlands. It sets 

out 18 objectives covering social, economic and environmental issues. The IRF objectives were used as a 

starting point for the development of Blaby District specific objectives. Consultees were asked for feedback 

on the relevance of the IRF objectives to the Blaby District LDF and for suggestions as to any further 

objectives which should be included. The resulting comments and the review of plans and programmes 

were used to inform the development of Blaby District specific objectives. Further information on the 

derivation of the objectives is presented in the SA Scoping Report. 

 
The SA objectives used to appraise the Core Strategy are listed in Table 3. These objectives have been 

slightly amended following consultee comments on the SA Scoping Report. 

 
Table 3 Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

 
Sustainability Appraisal Objectives for the Blaby District Core Strategy 

1 
To ensure the provision of decent and affordable housing that meets local needs and links into 

the provision of services. 

2 
To improve health and reduce health inequalities by promoting healthy lifestyles, protecting 

health and providing access to health services. 

3 
To provide better opportunities for people to access and understand local heritage and participate 

in cultural and recreational activities. 

4 To improve community safety, reduce anti-social behaviour and the fear of crime. 

5 
To promote and support the empowerment of local communities in creating and implementing 

solutions that meet their needs focusing particularly on young, elderly and deprived people. 

6 
To protect and enhance the natural environment (species and habitats) whilst contributing to the 

achievement of BAP targets. 

7 
To conserve and enhance the character, diversity and local distinctiveness of towns and villages 

in Blaby District. 

8 
To preserve and enhance the character, appearance and setting of archaeological sites, historic 

buildings, conservation sites, historic parks and other cultural assets. 

9 
To conserve and enhance the character, diversity and local distinctiveness of the rural landscape 

in the District. 
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Sustainability Appraisal Objectives for the Blaby District Core Strategy 

10 To manage prudently water resources and to improve water quality. 

11 To improve air quality particularly through reducing transport related pollutants. 

12 To manage prudently mineral resources and avoid / reduce pollution of land. 

13 To minimise energy use and develop renewable energy resources. 

14 To reduce greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate the rate of climate change. 

15 To avoid development in the floodplain and reduce the impacts of climate change. 

16 
To involve people, through changes to lifestyle and at work, in preventing and minimising 

adverse local, regional and global environmental impacts. 

17 To improve access to education and training for children, young people and adult learners. 

18 
To develop a strong culture of enterprise and innovation whilst providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for the local people. 

19 To optimise the use of previously developed land, buildings and existing infrastructure. 

20 To promote and ensure high standards of sustainable design and construction. 

21 To minimise waste and to increase the re-use and recycling of waste materials. 

22 
To improve access to services, particularly for those without a car and for disabled, elderly and 

deprived people. 

23 To encourage and develop the use of public transport, cycling and walking. 
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3.7 Stage B: Developing and Refining Options and Assessing Effects 
 
Stage B of the SA process involves broad appraisal of the strategic options and then appraisal in more detail 

of the effects of the Preferred Options when these have been selected. The ODPM (2005) guidance 

recognises that elements of Stage B may need to be carried out more than once in the DPD development. 

Stage B of the SA of the Blaby District Core Strategy has been undertaken through a number of sub-stages; 

which are as follows. 

 
Blaby District Council published a Core Strategy Issues and Options Report in November 2005. This set out 

the key issues affecting spatial planning and land use and potential options for development in Blaby 

District. The purpose of the report was to encourage stakeholders to become involved in the LDF process 

by answering a series of questions. Following this, the Council consulted on a Core Strategy Preferred 

Options Paper between April and May 2006. This set out their preferred approach regarding future 

development in the District and potential policies for the Core Strategy. 

 
As a result of consultation responses and issues raised by the emerging Regional Spatial Strategy, the 

Council published a Second Issues and Options Paper in spring 2008 which considered choices and broad 

locations of growth. 

 
Following a period of consultation on the Second Issues and Options Paper the Council prepared an 

Alternative Options Consultation Paper (November 2008) which identified a number of additional options for 

consideration, including locations for a Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE) and a Strategic Employment Site 

(SES). 

 
Following a period of consultation on the Alternative Options Paper, the Council prepared a first draft 

submission version, which was produced for consultation in July 2009. This was not submitted to the 

Secretary of State. 

 
At each stage in development of the Core Strategy, WYG appraised the potential options / policies 

contained using the SA framework. The likely social, economic and environmental effects of each potential 

option were determined. During this process, recommendations were suggested to improve their 

sustainability. 
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3.8 Stage C and Stage D 
 
Stage C of the SA process involves production of a SA Report, while Stage D involves consultation on this 

and subsequent revision of the SA Report following any changes to the plan. For the Blaby Core Strategy, 

this firstly involved the production of a Sustainability Report for the Preferred Options in April 2006, 

Alternative Options in 2008 and a submission version in 2009 which were published for consultation. These 

Sustainability Reports are replaced by this SA Report, which accompanies the Submission Core Strategy. 

Following the changes to the planning process, the Council will now publish their Submission Core Strategy 

and this SA Report in order for representations (relating to issues of soundness) to be made. Should any 

changes be made prior to submission or as a result of the public examination, these would need to be 

subject to further SA, if additional significant effects are likely. 

 
3.9 Consultation 

 
3.9.1 Consultation Questionnaire 

 
The following statutory and non-statutory consultees were contacted during March 2005 as part of the 

initial round of consultation for the Blaby LDF Sustainability Appraisal, in conjunction with Hinckley and 

Bosworth Borough Council and Oadby and Wigston Borough Council: 

 
• Environment Agency 

 
• English Nature 

 
• Countryside Agency 

 
• English Heritage 

 
• University of Leicester 

 
• South Leicestershire Primary Care Trust 

 
• Leicestershire Constabulary 

 
• Leicestershire Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

 
• British Waterways 
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• Leicestershire Economic Partnership 

 
• Government Office for the East Midlands 

 
• Sport England East Midlands Region 

 
• East Midlands Regional Assembly 

 
• Transport 2000 

 
• East Midlands Development Agency 

 
• DEFRA Rural Development Service 

 
• Forestry Commission 

 
• Highways Agency 

 
• Leicestershire & Rutland Wildlife Trust 

 
• East Midlands Community Renewables Initiative 

 
• Severn Trent Water 

 
• National Farmers Union 

 
• Leicestershire County Council 

 
• RSPB Central England 

 
• National Playing Fields Association 

 
• Arriva Midlands 

 
• Network Rail 

 
• Leicestershire Development Agency 

 
• Leicestershire Rural Transport Partnership 
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• First Buses 

 
• Leicestershire Rural Partnership 

 
• Blaby District Council 

 
Consultees were issued with a letter outlining the background to the Blaby District LDF and asked to 

complete a consultation questionnaire.  The purpose of the consultation questionnaire was to: 

 
• Determine what interest consultees had in Blaby District. 

 
• Identify social, economic and environmental issues that may need to be considered during the 

SA process. 

 
• Identify baseline information which consultees held in relation to Blaby District. 

 
• Identify any development studies or strategies produced by consultees that needed to be 

reviewed as part of the SA process. 

 
This consultation also provided an opportunity to get feedback and suggestions from consultees on the 

objectives to be used in the SA process. Details of questionnaire consultation responses are provided in the 

SA Scoping Report. 

 
3.9.2 Consultation Forum 

 
Consultees who expressed an interest (on the questionnaire) in being involved in further rounds of 

consultation were invited to attend a consultation forum. The consultation forum was hosted jointly by 

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Blaby District Council and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. It 

was held in Oadby on the 22 April 2005 at the Brocks Hill Environment Centre. 

 
The following consultees attended: 

 
• Environment Agency 

 
• Highways Agency 

 
• University of Leicester 

 
• Transport 2000 
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• Leicestershire Constabulary 

 
• Leicestershire County Council: Planning 

 
• Leicestershire County Council: Education 

 
• Leicestershire County Council: Historic and Natural Environment 

 
• Blaby District Council: Housing 

 
• Blaby District Council: Community Development 

 
• Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council: Environment 

 
• Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council: Environmental Health 

 
• Hinckley and Bosworth Council: Energy Conservation 

 
• Hinckley and Bosworth Council: Housing 

 
• Oadby and Wigston Borough Council: Environmental Health 

 
• Oadby and Wigston Borough Council: Community Development 

 
• Oadby and Wigston Borough Council: Development Control 

 
The consultation forum consisted of two sessions: a series of presentations on the SA process in the 

morning session; and two workshops to discuss the SA objectives in the afternoon session. 

 
The first workshop was split into three groups: environmental; social; and economic. Each group discussed 

the objectives most relevant to their group topic.  For each objective the participants were asked to 

consider the following questions: 

 
• What are the key issues that should form the appraisal criteria in relation to each objective? 

 
• Can the LDF deliver in relation to the key issues? 

 
• Are the issues environmental, social or economic issues? 

 
• Do key issues differ between localities? 
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• What should the priority issues be? 

 
The second workshop was split into groups according to the District or Borough participants represented. 

The purpose of this workshop was to identify local issues of concern. For each objective the participants 

were asked to consider the following questions: 

 
• How many targets should be considered in relation to each objective? 

 
• What targets should be adopted in relation to each objective? 

 
• Can the LDF help to meet these targets? 

 
• Do the targets reflect the local situation? 

 
• What are the priority targets for each local area? 

 
• How can we measure the targets developed? 

 
• Are data available to measure the targets? 

 
Details of the outcomes of the consultation forum are provided in the SA Scoping Report. 

 
3.9.3 Scoping Report Consultation 

 
A SA Scoping Report for the overall Blaby District LDF (including the Core Strategy) was produced in June 

2005. This report documented the findings of the first stage of the SA process referred to in the ODPM 

guidance as Stage A. The SA Scoping Report was sent out to the statutory consultees at that time (i.e. 

Environment Agency, Countryside Agency, English Heritage and English Nature) and other consultees who 

expressed an interest (on the initial questionnaire) in being involved in further rounds of consultation. The 

SA Scoping Report was also published on the Blaby District Council website (www.blaby.gov.uk). Responses 

to the SA Scoping Report and how they have been taken into account within the SA process are available 

on request from the Council. 

 
3.9.4 Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Consultation 

 
At each stage of the Core Strategy development, consultation was undertaken regarding the SA. This 

involved: 
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• Issue of the SA of the Initial Issues and Options to statutory consultees in November 2005; 

 
• Issue of the Preferred Options SA Report to statutory and other consultees in April 2006; 

 
• Issue of the SA of the Second Issues and Options Paper to statutory and other consultees in 

May 2008; and, 

 
• Issue of the Alternative Options Paper SA Report to statutory and other consultees in November 

2008. 

 
• Issue of the Submission Document (version 1) SA report to statutory and other consultees in 

July 2009. 

 
Responses to the most recent round of consultation (Alternative Options Paper in November 2008) are 

provided in Appendix B. No issues regarding the SA were identified in the representations in relation to 

Submission Version 2009. 
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4.0 Baseline and Key Issues 
 
4.1 Introduction 

 
The SEA Directive requires the ‘…current state of the environment…’ (Annex 1b of the SEA Directive) and 

the ‘…environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected…’ (Annex 1c of the SEA 

Directive) to be identified. This chapter provides a broad overview of the social, economic and 

environmental features of Blaby District and the defined study area. The defined study area includes Blaby 

District and parts of adjacent authorities which have environmental and socio-economic links with the Blaby 

District. 

 
The baseline data were first presented in the Scoping Report (2005). This has now been updated to reflect 

the current situation (2011) and to take into account consultation responses. 

 
The following social, economic and environmental parameters have been considered: 

 
• Economy and Employment. 

 
• Population and Quality of Life. 

 
• Tourism and Recreation. 

 
• Traffic and Transport. 

 
• Geology and Land. 

 
• Waste Management. 

 
• Water Environment. 

 
• Biodiversity and Nature Conservation. 

 
• Landscape and Visual Amenity. 

 
• Cultural Heritage and Archaeology. 

 
• Noise. 
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• Air Quality. 

 
• Climate Change. 

 
Key issues have been identified at the end of each section. 

 
4.2 Socio-Economic Baseline 

 
4.2.1 Introduction 

 
This section outlines the socio-economic situation in Blaby District. The baseline has been established with 

reference to: 

 
• National Statistics website (www.statistics.gov.uk) 

 
• NOMIS - Official Labour Statistics (www.nomisweb.co.uk) 

 
• East Midlands Councils (www.emcouncils.gov.uk) 

 
• Leicestershire Rural Strategy 

 
• Blaby District Council website (http://www.blaby.gov.uk) 

 

 
• Leicestershire Statistics and Research Online (LSRO) 

 
• Blaby District Local Plan 

 
• EcoSchools website (www.eco-schools.org.uk) 

 
• Audit Commission Best Value Indicators (www.audit-commission.gov.uk) 

 
• Leicestershire and Rutland Primary Care Trust Annual Report 2010-11 (www.lcr.nhs.uk) 

 
• Leicestershire Local Transport Plan (LTP3) 

 
• Leicester Local Transport Plan (LTP3) 

 
• Blaby Environment Strategy 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
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• SUSTRANS (www.sustrans.org.uk) 

 
• Blaby District Council PPG17 Study 

 
• Blaby Together Community Plan (2011-2014) 

 
4.2.2 Economy & Employment 

 
Unemployment in Blaby District is well below the national average even following the economic downturn of 

2008/9. The economy of Blaby District is primarily based around the service industry and the greatest 

percentage of employment is in Business Services (Experian, 2010). 

 
Blaby District is now being marketed as one of the prime locations for manufacturing industries, distribution 

warehouses and offices in Leicestershire.  New economic development is centred mainly on the M1 and 

M69 junction. Employment sites include the Meridian Business Park, Grove Park, Carlton Park, Fosse Park 

Retail, Warrens Industrial Park and Kirby Park Farm. 

 
The southeast and southwest are generally more rural in nature than the north of the District. Most of the 

land is classified, under the agricultural land classification, as Grade 3 with areas of Grade 4 land in the 

valley of the River Soar. 

 
Despite a large proportion of Blaby District being rural, only 0.4% of the population is employed in 

agriculture. The Leicestershire Rural Strategy identifies that the agricultural sector in Leicestershire is 

undergoing a period of crisis following the BSE scare and Foot and Mouth crisis. Since 1995 farm incomes 

have fallen by nearly 75% and this severely constrains the ability of farmers to adapt to change. 

 
Opportunities for rural diversification (including farm shops, woodlands, conservation, leisure and tourism) 

could offer potential for farmers to improve their economic situation. Diversification of the rural economy 

has already taken place in areas such as Narborough Wood House, Highfields Farm and Stoney Stanton, 

where redundant agricultural buildings have been redeveloped into office and industrial units. There is also 

potential for diversification into the leisure and tourism sectors. 

 
4.2.3 Population and Quality of Life 

 
Blaby District has a population which increased by 8.2% between 1991 and 2001, over four times the 

average population growth in England. Most of the population lives in a number of towns and villages. 

These include Blaby, Glenfield, Countesthorpe, Narborough and Kirby Muxloe. 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/
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Shops and community facilities in towns and villages are increasingly facing competition from neighbouring 

centres.  The Leicestershire Rural Strategy highlights the closure of locally based services and facilities 

(such as post offices, pubs, shops, banks, schools, surgeries and youth clubs) as an important issue. There 

is therefore a need to secure the economic viability of town and village centres in Blaby District. The 

Community Plan highlights that a key priority within Blaby District is to improve access to activities and 

services for young people. 

 
In terms of housing 14% of housing in Blaby District was classified as non decent compared to the national 

average of 37%. 

 
Health in Blaby District is generally good. Only 7.03% of people have stated that their health is Not Good 

compared to 9.03% in England. The Leicestershire and Rutland Primary Care Trust (L&RPCT) is 

responsible for the primary health care in most of Blaby District. 

 
The L&RPCT Annual Reports highlight the main health related issues in the area. Smoking is the greatest 

single cause of preventable death and illness in South Leicestershire. Other areas for improvement include: 

a reduction in coronary heart disease and diabetes; increasing physical activity, healthy eating and 

preventing obesity; reducing teenage pregnancy; improving sexual health; reducing excess winter deaths in 

older people; improving access to services; and improved child protection. 

 
Leicestershire County Council is the Local Education Authority for Blaby District. Attainment at GCSE level 

and at Key Stages 2, 3 and 4 of the National Curriculum in Leicestershire is well above the national 

average. However, performance in BDC is ‘average’ with only 17.2% of the population having a level 4/5 

qualification. There are 3 (out of 31) schools in Blaby District that have achieved the EcoSchools award run 

by the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE). The aim of this scheme is to provide recognition for 

schools that actively encourage children to take responsibility for the future of their own environment. 

 
Levels of crime and disorder are low in Blaby District compared to other areas. The Blaby Crime and 

Disorder Strategy sets out the following priorities for the District: 

 
• Anti-Social Behaviour 

 
• Vehicle Crime 

 
• Property Crime 

 
• Fear of Crime / Public Reassurance 
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4.2.4 Tourism and Recreation 

 
Blaby District is considered to be of moderate tourist interest having a small number of specific attractions, 

tourist accommodation, eating out and shopping facilities. Tourism initiatives are aimed at day trip and 

business visitors as the District is not considered to have major potential to attract long stay or holiday 

based tourism.  However, potential for increasing the appeal of the District to tourists has been identified 

by the Blaby District Local Plan in a number of locations: 

 
• Kirby Muxloe Castle 

 
• Fosse Way and High Cross Roman sites 

 
• Soar Valley South for water based recreation 

 
• Inverness to Dover National Cycleway 

 
• Grand Union Canal 

 
• Stoney Cove Sub-Aqua Club 

 
• Farm diversification including the provision ofaccommodation 

 
Blaby District has a wide range of recreational facilities including two leisure centres at Enderby and 

Huncote, six golf courses, a national diving centre at Stoney Cove and a jet ski centre. There are nature 

parks at Fosse Meadows and Bouskell Park. Parts of the District are also within a reasonable distance of 

leisure centres outside the District. 

 
Open space is an important aspect of recreational provision. Open space includes playing fields, bowling 

greens, sports courts and casual / informal open space. The National Playing Fields Association 

recommends a minimum provision of outdoor play space of 6 acres per 1000 persons. The recent PPG17 

study has identified areas of deficiencies and surplus in open space. Several distinct patterns emerge from 

this evidence, primarily an undersupply of children’s play space, natural green space, outdoor sport, and 

park and recreation ground in the PUA. 

 
Access to the countryside is also important for recreation and there is a network of footpaths and 

bridleways in the District which can be used to access the countryside. The cycle network also provides 

good links to the countryside. 
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4.2.5 Traffic and Transport 

 
Blaby District is easily accessible to the M1 and M69 motorways which meet at Junction 21 towards the 

north of the District. This provides access to key transportation routes and means that cities such as 

Leicester, Coventry, Nottingham and Birmingham are within easy reach. 

 
Other major routes into Leicester include: the A47 road crossing the northern part of the District; the A426 

passing through the southern part of the District; the A50 which passes through the northern part of the 

District; and the A5199 which crosses the far south eastern corner of the District.  The Earl Shilton bypass 

is now complete, which provides linkages from Blaby District to Hinckley, the A5 and into Warwickshire. 

 
Car ownership in Blaby District is significantly higher than the averages for the East Midlands and 

Leicestershire. The number of people who drive to work in Blaby District is above average compared to 

Leicestershire as a whole. This could partly be due to the good transport linkages and close proximity of 

Blaby District to the strategic motorway network. The Blaby District Environment Strategy states that due to 

the excellent transport links, the District may also attract new developments, and thus lead to further 

increased road use. There are some peak time congestion problems on some major routes. 

 
Most public transport journeys in the District are made by bus. There is an extensive network of bus routes 

providing good links into Leicester city centre. Park and Ride schemes are provided at Glenfield and 

Braunstone Cross Roads just over the boundary with the Leicester City Council administrative area. 

Leicestershire County Council have identified there is limited park and ride provision at Narborough Station. 

There is also a new park and ride facility at Enderby. 

 
Public Transport usage is generally greater in the settlements that are closest to the City of Leicester. 

Provision of bus services in some areas is considered by Transport 2000 to be inadequate particularly on 

Sundays and in the evenings. 

 
Narborough station provides access to the rail network and is on the Birmingham to Peterborough line. The 

development of a Light Rapid Transport system across Leicester has been considered by Leicester City 

Council. 

 
Blaby District has a cycle network which provides a link into Leicester and also to countryside to the west 

and south of the District. Some of the network also forms part of the SUSTRANS National Cycleway route. 

The Blaby District Local Plan identifies that a number of people are discouraged from walking and cycling 

due to concerns over the safety of the busy roads in the District. 
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The Leicester and Leicestershire Local Transport Plans set out provisions to reduce the need to travel and, 

where this is not possible, increase the proportion of travel undertaken by foot and bicycle. Proposals 

include an integrated network of cycle routes, improved pedestrian and cycle facilities, interchanges with 

the public transport system and a road safety plan to address the issues of road safety which affect 

pedestrians and cyclists. 

 
4.2.6 Key Socio-Economic Sustainability Issues 

 
The key sustainability issues relating to the socio-economic situation in Blaby District are: 

 
• The provision of locally based services. 

 
• The need to improve access to facilitiesand services for young people. 

 
• The need to reduce anti social behaviour, crime and the fear of crime. 

 
• The sustainability of town and village centres. 

 
• The need to maintain and enhance open space provision particularly in built-up areas. 

 
• The need to ensure adequate access to the countryside. 

 
• High levels of private car use. 

 
• Congestion on major routes at peak times. 

 
• The safety of cyclists / pedestrians. 

 
• Potential for farmers to diversify their economic activities. 

 
4.3 Environmental Baseline 

 
4.3.1 Introduction 

 
This section outlines the environmental situation in Blaby District. The baseline has been established with 

reference to: 

 
• English Nature (www.english-nature.org.uk) 
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• Blaby District Local Plan

• Blaby Environment Strategy

• Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Framework (www.leics.gov.uk)

• Environment Agency website (www.environment-agency.gov.uk)

• Water Resources Strategy for the East Midlands

• Environment Agency (2006) Spatial Review of Water Supply and Quality in the East Midlands

• Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Biodiversity Action Plan

• Natural England website

• Sites and Monuments Record held by Leicestershire County Council

• Leicester and Leicestershire Local Transport Plans (LTP3)

• Blaby District Council (2004) Air Quality Action Plan

• Blaby District Council (2004) Results of Stage 4 Review and Assessment of Air Quality in Blaby

• WYG (2008) Phase 1 Biodiversity and Habitat Surveys and GIS Analysis undertaken for certain 
sites and areas within Blaby District

• IT Power (2008) Renewable Energy and Climate Change Study for Local Authorities in 
Leicestershire

• TEP (2008) Blaby District Landscape and Settlement Character Assessment produced for Blaby 
District

• JBA Consulting (2007) Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for Blaby District Council, Hinckley and 
Bosworth Borough Council and Oadby and Wigston Borough Council 

http://www/
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4.3.2 Geology and Land 

 
The geology of much of the western half of Leicestershire is dominated by the red mudstones of the 

Triassic aged Mercia Mudstone Group. The outcrop of these rocks gives rise to a moderately undulating 

landscape characterised by mixed pasture and arable agricultural use that has developed on the neutral 

clay soils. There are also granite outcrops in the vicinity of Croft and Enderby. 

 
Two sites in the area have been designated as geological Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). These 

are Croft and Huncote Quarry SSSI and Enderby Warren Quarry SSSI. There also are a number of Regional 

Important Geological / Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) in Blaby District which are considered important for 

their geological interest. Most of these sites are disused quarries and gravel pits in the south and west of 

Blaby District. Many of these now contain water and could potentially offer recreational opportunities. 

 
There is a history of hard rock quarrying in Blaby District. However the only quarry still operating is Croft 

Quarry. There are a number of known sand and gravel reserves in the District which are situated along the 

valley of the River Soar. 

 
The quarrying industry has resulted in a number of disused quarries in the District. While many of these 

have been used for landfill purposes many remain derelict. There are some areas of contaminated land in 

the District which have arisen as a result of industrial or waste disposal purposes. 

 
4.3.3 Waste Management 

 
Blaby District has a relatively high household recycling rate (19.8%) compared with the regional and 

national rates. However it still has a fair way to go to meet the target of 30% for 2010 as set out by 

central Government. 

 
The Leicestershire Waste Management Strategy has been produced to enable local authorities in the county 

to work together to achieve common goals. It provides a framework under which new collection, treatment 

and disposal infrastructure can be developed. Future aims include: new and enhanced kerbside collections 

for recyclable materials including the collection of green waste; increased separation of waste particularly 

green waste for composting; new treatment and processing capacity for waste collected; and an education 

and awareness campaign. 
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4.3.4 Water Environment 

 
The River Soar is the main river in Blaby District, flowing southwest to northeast. The River Sense flowing 

from Oadby and Wigston Borough to the east passes through the District and joins the River Soar just north 

of the boundary with Leicester City Council. There are 12 water bodies covering Blaby District that are 

reported in the Humber River Basin Management Plan and of these only one is currently achieving the 

requirement of ‘good’ ecological status. 

 
A study undertaken by the Environment Agency in 2006 considered the effect of the housing growth set out 

within the East Midlands Regional Plan upon water quality and resources in the region. It identified that the 

areas around Mansfield, Worksop, Newark, Derby, Leicester, Market Harborough, Melton Mowbray, Lincoln 

and Grantham may not have sufficient existing sewage treatment works capacity to cater for new housing 

development. It stated that there is a need to carry out more detailed modelling for particular sewage 

treatment works discharges to determine capacity issues. 

 
There are no Principal Aquifers in the District but there are some areas which are underlain by Secondary 

Aquifers. Although not producing large quantities of water for abstraction Secondary Aquifers are important 

for local supplies and in supplying base flow to rivers. 

 
Severn Trent Water provides water supplies in the District. The Blaby Environment Strategy highlights that 

there are increased shortages in the public water supply and that these reflect the stress being put on 

water resources to cope with demand.  The Water Resources Strategy for the East Midlands indicates that 

in some areas of the District there are no additional surface water resources available for extraction in 

summer. The Environment Agency’s 2009 study identified that without delivery of the planned supply and 

demand measures in the water resources plans many parts of the East Midlands region will be in deficit 

within 10 years. Even with these measures, the area within which Blaby District falls is still predicted to 

suffer a deficit, unless significant water consumption reductions are made. The study states that demand 

management activities, such as water efficiency measures in new and existing housing and leakage control, 

could help reduce deficits. Household metering has also been shown to reduce water consumption as 

people become more aware of the water they use. 

 
A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) covering Blaby District was undertaken in 2007. This indicates 

areas at risk of flooding in the District. Areas around the River Sence and the River Soar, including parts of 

Glen Parva, north and east of Blaby town and Narborough are within the flood risk zones. The Environment 

Agency has indicated that a flood storage area is to be proposed in Blaby District. The purpose of this flood 
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storage area will be to provide protection of properties located in the floodplain downstream on the River 

Soar. 

 
The Eu ropean Water F ramework D irective requires member stat es to preve nt de terioration in the ecological 

status of water bodies and to improve or maintain them with the aim of achieving ‘good status’. The Di rective 

requires t he publication o f ri ver basin management plans a nd t he Water E nvironment (Water F ramework 

Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 2003 places a duty on public bodies to have regard to these plans. 

 
The Humber River Basin Management Plan is the relevant plan for Blaby District and it identifies: 

 
• the different types of water bodies and their current ecological status; 

 
• pressures on water bodies from human activity and external factors such as climate change; and 

 
• measures to achieve good status and prevent deterioration. 

 
According to the Humber River Basin Management Plan, there are 12 water bodies in Blaby District – 1 water 

body is currently at ‘Good’ ecological status whereas four are at ‘Moderate’, six are at ‘Poor’ and one is at ‘Bad’ 

ecological s tatus. P lease find below a t able s howing th e wat er bodies in Blaby Distric t and enc losed is a 

corresponding plan. 

 
Table 4 Ecological Status of Water Bodies in Blaby District 

 
Water Body Name Current Ecological Status 

Countesthorpe Brook Bad 

River Soar from source to Soar 
Brook 

Moderate 

Soar Brook from source to River 
Soar 

Poor 

River Soar from Soar Brook to 
Thurlaston Brook 

Poor 

River Sence from Burton Brook 
to Countesthorpe Brook 

Moderate 

Rothley Brook Good 

Whetstone Brook Poor 

River Sence from Countesthorpe 
Brook to River Soar 

Poor 

River Soar from Thurlaston Poor 
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Water Body Name Current Ecological Status 

Brook to River Sence  

Lubbesthorpe Brook Moderate 

Thurlaston Brook Poor 

River Soar from River Sence to 
River Wreake 

Moderate 

 
 

The Core strategy should seek to address these issues. In particular further development should not be 

considered in areas where there is insufficient capacity in the existing wastewater treatment works and / or 

sewerage network to deal with additional volumes and flows of foul drainage generated by new 

development without causing deterioration of the ecological status of the receiving water body. Foul 

drainage disposal should be discussed with Severn Trent Water Ltd at the earliest possible opportunity to 

ensure that any requirements to upgrade existing wastewater treatment works is taken account of in the 

water companies’ 5 yearly business plans. 

 
Climate change is one of the greatest global environmental threats. There is potential that climate change 

will have significant impacts upon Blaby District (along with the rest of the country) particularly through 

changes to weather patterns and a potential increase in the risk of flooding to properties, in addition to 

other climate change related implications. Water is a precious resource and climate change predictions 

show that our summers are likely to become hotter and drier, and that the likelihood of droughts will 

increase. Increased demand on our water supplies from new development and new homes will place 

additional pressure on our water resources. 

 
4.3.5 Biodiversity and Nature Conservation 

 
There are five SSSIs in Blaby and these are split up into eight SSSI units. They support many characteristic 

rare and endangered species, habitats and natural features and are protected under Section 28 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended. All but one of the SSSI units is in a ‘favourable’ or an 

‘unfavourable but recovering’ condition. 

 
Blaby District Council has also designated a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) at Aylestone Meadows. LNRs are 

places with wildlife or geological features that are of special interest locally and which also give people 

special opportunities to study and learn about them or simply enjoy and have contact with nature. The 
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Blaby Local Plan also identified a number of Sites of Ecological Significance at County Level which are 

amongst the best habitat sites in Leicestershire. 

 
Blaby District Council has acquired and opened eight Nature Parks. These include Bouskell Park, Crow Mill 

Walkway and Fosse Meadows. It is planned to further develop the wildlife habitats in these parks in the 

future. 

 
4.3.6 Landscape and Visual Amenity 

 
Blaby District is within the Countryside Agency’s (now Natural England) Leicestershire Vales Landscape 

Character Area. The key characteristics of this landscape are: 

 
• Gently undulating clay vales and ridges with low hedges and variable densities of hedgerow 

trees 

 
• The distinctive Soar river valley 

 
• The dominating large urban area of Leicester 

 
• Frequent small towns and large villages often characterised by red brick buildings 

 
• Frequent imposing spired churches 

 
A Landscape Character Assessment for the District was published in May 2008. This identifies that the 

District’s landscape generally comprises gently undulating farmland intersected by transport routes and by 

the floodplains of the Rivers Sence, Soar and Rothley Brook. There are large settlements around the south 

westerly boundary of Leicester and a scattering of smaller settlements throughout the rest of the District. 

There are also some large industrial and employment areas, mostly located in close proximity to the 

motorway. Quarrying activity is evident across the District. Localised changes in landscape character tend to 

occur around river valleys and towards the edges of the District. Croft Hill forms an important landscape 

feature within the District rising 60m above the surrounding land. 

 
The north and east of Blaby District is predominantly urban forming the outer urban areas of Leicester City. 

The south of the District is generally more rural in nature.  Areas on the urban rural fringe are considered 

to be at risk from developments which are attracted by the good road links and central location.  A large 

part of Blaby District is included as part of a Countryside Priority Area which “…is subject to urban pressure, 
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has high potential for the development of recreational, access and educational initiatives and presents 

particular opportunities for landscape enhancement.” 

 
The Blaby Landscape Character Assessment has also examined the characteristics of the settlements in 

Blaby District. The settlements are fairly similar in character although subtle differences in layout and 

buildings provide distinction and a sense of place for each village. 

 
Settlements within Blaby District also have historic landscapes which should be preserved. Leicestershire 

County Council has undertaken a ‘Historic Landscape Characterisation Project’ for the county. This will 

consider landscape components that are ‘natural’ but nevertheless the product of centuries of human action 

(e.g. hedgerows, woodland, ponds and modified watercourses) and complements existing Landscape 

Character Assessments. 

 
Green Wedges were designated in the Blaby Local Plan as strategically important areas of open land 

between the built up areas on the fringes of Leicester City. Blaby District Council has identified a number of 

‘Open Areas of Importance to the Form of the Built Environment’ within urban areas which are considered 

to be of particular importance to the form and character of the built environment. Natural England has 

highlighted the importance of establishing Green Infrastructure; a network of multi-functional greenspace 

that will contribute to a high quality natural and built environment. 

 
Natural England has set an aspirational target for Local Planning Authorities of at least two hectares of 

accessible natural greenspace per 1000 population. In addition Natural England recommends that: 

 
• No person should live more than 300m from an area of natural greenspace; 

 
• There should be at least one 20 hectare site of accessible greenspace within 2km of all homes; 

 
• There should be at least one 100 hectare site within 5km of all homes; and 

 
• There should be at least one 500 hectare site within 10km of all homes. 

 
4.3.7 Cultural Heritage and Archaeology 

 
There are a number of archaeological sites of interest in the District which form an important part of the 

District heritage. Many of these are designated as Scheduled Monuments and/or are listed on the Sites and 

Monuments Record (SMR) held by Leicestershire County Council. There are 700 records on the SMR for 

Blaby District. 
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There are 16 Scheduled Monuments in Blaby District. These protected sites are recognised as being of 

national importance under the terms of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. There 

are also 195 Listed Buildings in the District which represent an important part of its architectural heritage. 

 
There are nine Conservation Areas in Blaby District: 

 
• Aston Flamville Conservation Area 

 
• Blaby Conservation Area 

 
• Cosby Conservation Area 

 
• Countesthorpe Conservation Area 

 
• Enderby Conservation Area 

 
• Grand Union Canal Conservation Area 

 
• Kirby Fields Conservation Area 

 
• Narborough Conservation Area 

 
• Wigston Parva Conservation Area 

 
In addition Blaby District Council is considering the possibility designating Conservation Areas in the villages 

of Croft, Glenfield, Huncote, Kilby and Littlethorpe. 

 
4.3.8 Noise 

 
Noise is a significant issue around the busy road corridors in the District. The route of the M1, between 

Junctions 20 and 21A, is scheduled for improvement in the form of a low-noise surface. Plans are also in 

place for the introduction of noise fencing along the M1 through Blaby District although this is subject to 

funding becoming available. 

 
There are also potential noise issues associated with the jet ski lake near Stoney Stanton (where Blaby 

District Council are monitoring noise levels), clay pigeon shooting at Normanton Farm in Thurlaston and 

model aircraft flying at Firs Farm in Sapcote. 
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An area in the southwest of the District is in the flight path of Coventry Airport which is located 18km away 

from the Blaby District border. There may be noise issues associated with this flight path. 

 
4.3.9 Air Quality 

 
Five Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) have been declared in Blaby District as a result of the Air 

Quality Review and Assessment process. The AQMAs are located as follows: 

 
• A5460 Narborough Road South 

 
• M1 corridor in Enderby and Narborough 

 
• M1 corridor between Thorpe Astley and Kirby Muxloe 

 
• St Johns, Enderby* 

 
• Enderby Road, Whetstone* 

 
• Branting Hill 

 
*St Johns and Enderby Road are in the same AQMA 

 
NO2 levels in these areas are predicted to exceed the annual objective as set out in the UK Air Quality 

Strategy 1999. In all cases the major source of emissions of NO2 is traffic on roads close to the AQMAs. 

Additional air quality issues have been identified in the Air Quality Action Plan. There may be problems with 

short term (hourly) NO2 levels in the AQMA on the A5460 in the Fosse Park retail park. 

 
Short term standards for fine particle or PM10 concentrations may be exceeded in an area around Croft 

Quarry potentially including the villages of Huncote and Croft. Detailed information on the sources of PM10 

in this area is not yet available. However, it is considered highly likely that the activities at the quarry 

contribute heavily to particle emissions. Further problems in this location seem likely to arise through a 

reduction in the annual average PM10 target in 2010. 

 
4.3.10 Climate Change 

 
Climate change is one of the greatest global environmental threats. It is likely that it will have significant 

impacts upon Blaby District (along with the rest of the country) particularly through increased rainfall 

intensity resulting in an increase in the number and severity of flooding events. 
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A Climate Change and Renewable Energy Study was undertaken in 2008 (IT Power) to quantify the 

potential for renewable energy in the Leicestershire and Rutland area. This identifies one potential wind 

farm site located to the west of Enderby, north of the M69. Other large scale forms of renewable sources of 

energy including hydro-power, biomass, and solar do not appear to offer the potential to generate more 

than 2MW of electricity, however there is significant scope for building integrated solutions to cumulatively 

deliver a significant supply. 

 
Blaby District Council has set objectives to improve the energy efficiency of existing and new developments 

and to promote the use of renewable energy sources. They are working to improve the energy efficiency of 

Council owned properties and are investigating how improvements to energy efficiency and renewable 

energy technology might be achieved in new developments through planning policies. 

 
4.3.11 Key Environmental Sustainability Issues 

 
The key sustainability issues relating to the socio-economic situation in Blaby District are: 

 
• The need to protect key sites of geological interest. 

 
• The need to reduce the amount of waste produced. 

 
• The need to increase the proportion of waste that is recycled. 

 
• Potential for shortages in public water supplies. 

 
• Future flooding risk associated with climate change. 

 
• The need to protect and enhance both statutory and non statutory sites designated for nature 

conservation. 

 
• The need to protect habitats and species listed in the Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 
• The need to create new habitats. 

 
• Balancing protection of the countryside landscape against the pressures of development. 

 
• Ensuring that the landscapes of towns and villages maintain their historic value. 
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• The need to preserve and enhance sites of archaeological and cultural heritage interest and 

their settings. 

 
• Noise pollution around the busy road corridors in the District. 

 
• Improving air quality in the AQMAs. 

 
• The need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
• Potential climate change related impacts upon Blaby District. 

 
4.4   Summary of Key Issues 

 
The SEA Directive requires an analysis of ‘…any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the 

plan…’ (Annex 1d of the SEA Directive). Key sustainability issues that affect the Blaby Core Strategy were 

identified through an analysis of the baseline conditions and through the review of plans and programmes. 

The key issues identified in the previous sections are summarised in Table 5. 

 
Table 5 Key Sustainability Issues 

 
 

Sustainability 
Issue 

Likely evolution 
without the Core 

Strategy 

 
Implications for the Blaby Core 

Strategy 

Potential 
influence 

of the Core 
Strategy 

Potential for 
farmers to diversify 

their economic 
activities. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

The Core Strategy should support and 
encourage development proposals 
associated with diversification of the 
rural economy. 

Moderate 

The provision of 
locally based 

services. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

Future out of town developments could 
lead to the closure of locally based 
services and facilities. The Core Strategy 
should protect local services and 
facilities. 

Moderate 

The need to 
improve access to 

facilities and 
services for young 

people. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

The Core Strategy should encourage 
developments which will improve the 
provision of services and facilities for 
young people and ensure that these are 
located so that they are accessible by 
foot and / or public transport. 

Moderate 
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Sustainability 

Issue 

Likely evolution 
without the Core 

Strategy 

 
Implications for the Blaby Core 

Strategy 

Potential 
influence 

of the Core 
Strategy 

The need to reduce 
the anti-social 

behaviour, crime 
and the fear of 

crime. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

The Core Strategy needs to consider how 
developments can reduce anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. For 
example improving poorly lit areas, 
provision of facilities for young people 
and the encouragement of crime 
reduction in the design of streets, 
buildings and open spaces. 

Minor 

Sustainability of 
town and village 

centres. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

Future out of town developments could 
lead to the closure of services and 
facilities in towns and village centres and 
compromise their sustainability. The Core 
Strategy should encourage proposals to 
improve the viability and vitality of town 
and village centres and limit out of town 
developments which have a negative 
impact on existing centres. 

Major 

The need to 
maintain and 
enhance open 

space provision, 
particularly in built- 

up areas. 

Likely to remain an 
issue: without 

protection from the 
Core Strategy ad hoc 
development could 

adversely affect open 
spaces. 

Future developments could reduce the 
amount of open space in the District. 
The Core Strategy should ensure that 
existing areas of open space are 
protected and consider enhancing these 
where possible. 

Major 

The need to ensure 
adequate access to 

the countryside. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

Future development could incorporate 
green areas between urban and rural 
areas to act as linkages. The Core 
Strategy should promote provision of 
green linkages as part of new 
developments. The Core Strategy should 
also protect and enhance footpaths and 
cycleways into the countryside. 

Moderate 

High level of 
private car use. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

Future developments could lead to 
further increases in car use as they 
attract more people. The Core Strategy 
needs to carefully consider the location 
of developments and their accessibility 
particularly with regards to footpaths and 
cycle ways. The Core Strategy should 
also encourage new developments to 
provide facilities for cyclists such as 
bicycle storage and showers. 

Moderate 
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Sustainability 

Issue 

Likely evolution 
without the Core 

Strategy 

 
Implications for the Blaby Core 

Strategy 

Potential 
influence 

of the Core 
Strategy 

Congestion on 
major routes at 

peak times. 

Likely to remain an 
issue given growth in 

traffic. 

The Core Strategy should seek to reduce 
car usage and encourage the use of 
alternative forms of transport such as 
public transport, walking and cycling. It 
should seek to increase the number of 
well lit cycle ways and footpaths. Ensure 
that housing developments are designed 
and located so that they are accessible 
to / from employment areas and services 
without the use of the private car and 
vice versa. 

Moderate 

Safety of cyclists / 
pedestrians. 

Likely to remain an 
issue given growth in 

traffic. 

The Core Strategy should look to 
increase the number of well-lit cycle 
ways and footpaths. It should also 
prioritise the regeneration of areas with 
security concerns. 

Moderate 

The need to protect 
key sites of 

geological interest. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

Future developments could impact upon 
key geological sites. The Core Strategy 
should afford protection to these sites. 

Major 

The need to reduce 
the amount of 

waste produced. 

While the proportion of 
household waste 

recycled is increasing, 
this is likely to remain 
an issue as space in 
landfill sites declines. 

The Core Strategy should encourage 
sustainable waste management for new 
developments and the reuse of 
construction material. Local residents 
will need to be engaged in order to 
reduce waste. 

Moderate 

The need to 
increase the 

proportion of waste 
that is recycled. 

While the proportion of 
household waste 

recycled is increasing, 
this is likely to remain 
an issue as space in 
landfill sites declines. 

The Core Strategy should encourage 
sustainable waste management for new 
developments and the reuse of 
construction material. Local residents 
will need to be engaged in order to 
increase recycling rates. 

Moderate 

Potential for 
shortages in public 

water supplies. 

Likely to become more 
of an issue, given 

growing concerns over 
climate change. 

The Core Strategy should encourage 
water efficiency in new developments. 
Local residents will need to be engaged 
in order to reduce water consumption. 

Minor 

Potential for 
adverse impact 

on the ecological 
status of receiving 

water bodies 

Likely to be an issue 
without appropriate 
guidance in the Core 

Strategy 

The Core Strategy should encourage the 
use of sustainable methods of surface 
water drainage (e.g. SuDS) and ensure 
there is sufficient capacity to deal with 
foul sewage from new developments. 
Development should not be allowed 
where there is insufficient capacity to 
receive additional foul flows and volumes 
without causing detriment to the 

Moderate 
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Sustainability 

Issue 

Likely evolution 
without the Core 

Strategy 

 
Implications for the Blaby Core 

Strategy 

Potential 
influence 

of the Core 
Strategy 

  receiving water body.  

Future flooding risk 
associated with 
climate change. 

Likely to become more 
of an issue, given 

growing concerns over 
climate change. 

Future development in the floodplain 
could increase the risk of flooding to 
properties. Flooding has social and 
economic impacts. The Core Strategy 
should restrict development in the 
floodplain and ensure the sustainable 
management of surface water runoff 
from development sites. 

Moderate 

The need to protect 
and enhance both 
statutory and non- 

statutory sites 
designated for 

nature 
conservation. 

Likely to remain an 
issue: without 

protection from the 
Core Strategy ad hoc 
development could 
adversely affect non 

statutory sites. 

Future developments could impact upon 
nature conservation sites. The Core 
Strategy should afford protection to 
identified nature conservation sites both 
statutory and non-statutory. The Core 
Strategy should afford protection to 
habitats that have developed on 
brownfield sites and the species 
supported by them.  It should ensure 
that for biodiversity and geodiversity 
features lost to development (where loss 
is completely unavoidable) the area of 
compensatory habitat provided is greater 
than the amount that has been lost. 

Major 

The need to 
protect species and 

habitats listed in 
the Biodiversity 

Action Plan. 

Likely to remain an 
issue: without 

protection from the 
Core Strategy ad hoc 
development could 

adversely affect 
habitats and species. 

Future developments could impact upon 
priority species and habitats. The Core 
Strategy should ensure that priority 
species and habitats are protected and 
encourage developers to provide space 
to enhance habitats where possible. 

Moderate 

The need to create 
new habitats. 

Likely to remain an 
issue. 

The Core Strategy should consider the 
provision of land for the creation of new 
habitats. It should also encourage the 
provision of new habitats within new 
developments. Making use of SUDS and 
other innovative treatment systems will 
provide scope for habitat creation. 

Moderate 

Protection of the 
countryside 

landscape from the 
pressures of 
development. 

Likely to remain an 
issue: without 

protection from the 
Core Strategy ad hoc 
development could 
adversely affect the 

Future developments could encroach into 
the countryside. The Core Strategy 
should ensure that the protection of the 
rural landscape is balanced against the 
development requirements of the District. 

Major 
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Sustainability 

Issue 

Likely evolution 
without the Core 

Strategy 

 
Implications for the Blaby Core 

Strategy 

Potential 
influence 

of the Core 
Strategy 

 countryside landscape.   

Ensuring that the 
landscapes of 

towns and 
villages maintain 

their historic 
value. 

Likely to remain an 
issue: without 

protection from the 
Core Strategy ad hoc 
development could 
adversely affect the 

historic value of town 
and village landscapes. 

Future developments could impact upon 
the historic landscapes of towns and 
villages in the District. The Core Strategy 
should only allow development that will 
appropriately fit in with its setting. It 
should ensure Historic Landscape 
Character Assessments are undertaken 
prior to development and ensure that 
steps are taken to minimise impacts on 
the surrounding landscape from 
development. 

Major 

The need to 
preserve and 

enhance sites of 
archaeological and 
cultural heritage 
interest and their 

settings. 

Likely to remain an 
issue: without 

protection from the 
Core Strategy ad hoc 
development could 

adversely affect 
archaeological / 
heritage sites. 

Future development could impact upon 
archaeological and cultural heritage 
resources. The Core Strategy should 
afford protection to all designated 
archaeological / cultural heritage sites. It 
should also require new developments to 
undertake an archaeological / cultural 
heritage assessment and implement 
appropriate mitigation where necessary. 

Major 

Noise pollution 
around the busy 
road corridors of 

the District. 

Likely to remain an 
issue given growth in 

traffic. 

The Core Strategy should consider the 
location of development in relation to 
road corridors, and should seek to 
optimise the more sustainable transport 
modes of walking, cycling and public 
transport. 

Minor 

Improving air 
quality in the 

AQMAs. 

Likely to remain an 
issue given growth in 

traffic. 

Future development could increase the 
number of cars on the roads in AQMAs 
and thus have implications for air quality. 
The Core Strategy should consider the 
location of development in relation to the 
AQMAs, and seek to optimise the more 
sustainable transport modes of walking, 
cycling and public transport. 

Moderate 

The need to reduce 
greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

Likely to become more 
of an issue, given 

growing concerns over 
climate change. 

The Core Strategy should plan for more 
sustainable patterns of development 
which reduce the need for people to 
travel. The Core Strategy should also 
encourage energy efficiency and 
renewable energy use in developments. 

Minor 
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Sustainability 

Issue 

Likely evolution 
without the Core 

Strategy 

 
Implications for the Blaby Core 

Strategy 

Potential 
influence 

of the Core 
Strategy 

Potential climate Likely to become more The Core Strategy needs to take into Minor 
change related of an issue, given consideration the likely impacts of future 
impacts upon growing concerns over climate change (including flooding) on 

Blaby. climate change. the area when planning future 
  developments. 
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5.0 Testing the Plan Objectives 
 
In order to determine whether the objectives of the Core Strategy are in accordance with sustainability 

principles it is necessary to test their compatibility with the SA objectives. 

 
During Stage A (scoping stage), the East Midlands RSS core objectives were tested against the SA 

objectives as they were to be used as a starting point for the Core Strategy objectives. The purpose of this 

was to determine whether they were in accordance with sustainability principles and assist the Council with 

the development of Core Strategy specific objectives. 

 
Draft Core Strategy objectives were presented within the Preferred Options Report (2006). These were 

tested against the SA objectives and the results presented within the Preferred Options Sustainability 

Report (WYG, 2006). 

 
The Core Strategy objectives have been revised for the Submission Core Strategy and therefore the 

compatibility test has been repeated to reflect this. The results of this process are illustrated in the 

Objectives Compatibility Matrix in Appendix C, which shows whether the objectives are compatible / 

incompatible, together with a brief commentary. This is illustrated through the use of symbols in the matrix 

as shown in Table 6 below. 

 
Table 6 Objectives Compatibility Matrix Key 

 
Key 

 Highly compatible 
 Potentially compatible 
 Highly incompatible 
 Potentially incompatible 

~ Neutral 
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6.0 Development and Appraisal of Options 
 
6.1 Introduction 

 
Stage B of the SA process involves broad appraisal of the strategic options and then appraisal in more detail 

of the effects of the Preferred Options when these have been selected. The ODPM guidance recognises that 

elements of Stage B may need to be carried out more than once in the DPD development. Stage B of the 

SA of the Blaby Core Strategy has been undertaken through a number of sub-stages as options were 

refined. 

 
At each stage in development of the Core Strategy, WYG appraised the potential options using the SA 

objectives and taking into account the baseline and key issues identified during Stage A. The likely social, 

economic and environmental effects of each potential option were determined. 

 
For each option it was determined whether there would be a move towards or away from achievement of 

each SA objective. This was presented in a matrix format using symbols as shown in Table 7 below. 

 
Table 7 Options Appraisal Matrix Key 

 
 Option moving towards achievement of Sustainability Appraisal 

objective 

 Unknown: depends on how option will be implemented 

 Option moving away from achievement of Sustainability 
Appraisal objective 

 Neutral: no relationship with Sustainability Appraisal objective 

 
 

In each matrix, commentary was provided to explain the reasoning behind the appraisal. In addition, where 

appropriate, changes to the options or measures were recommended to reduce potential adverse effects 

and maximise beneficial effects. 

 
SA of the Core Strategy options identified a number of potential effects, both beneficial and adverse. The 

appraisal matrices / tables produced at each stage were used by Blaby District Council to inform the 

preparation of the Core Strategy. A summary of the findings of the SA of the options undertaken for the 

most recent stages of the Core Strategy (which supersede the earlier options stages) is provided in Sections 
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6.4 and 6.5 below. An explanation of the reasons why options were chosen (and other options discounted) 

is provided within the Blaby Submission Core Strategy Document. 

 
6.2 Initial Issues and Options Papers and Report 

 
Blaby District Council published an Issues Paper and a Youth Issues Paper in November 2004.  These 

Issues Papers were designed to allow stakeholders to have their say on how Blaby will develop in the 

future. The stakeholder comments were analysed by Blaby District Council and, where appropriate informed 

further stages of the LDF process. 

 
Subsequently Blaby District Council published a Core Strategy Issues and Options Report in November 

2005. The Issues and Options Report set out the key issues affecting land use and potential options for 

development in Blaby District. The purpose of the Issues and Options Report was to encourage 

stakeholders to become involved in the LDF process by answering a series of questions set out in the 

report. 

 
The potential options for development identified by Blaby District Council were appraised using the SA 

framework developed in Stage A. The SA of the Issues and Options was presented in the form of matrices. 

These appraisal matrices are available on request from the Council. 

 
6.3 Preferred Options 2006 

 
Following consultation on the Issues and Options Report, Blaby District Council produced a Preferred 

Options Report for the Core Strategy in April 2006, which included a number of core policies. The core 

policies within the Core Strategy Preferred Options Report were appraised using the SA framework 

developed in Stage A. The outcome of the Preferred Options Appraisal was presented in the Sustainability 

Report produced by WYG, dated April 2006. This report is available on request from the Council. The 

Council went out to consultation on the Preferred Options Report and accompanying Sustainability Report 

between April and June 2006. 

 
6.4 Second Issues and Options Consultation Paper 

 
As a result of consultation responses and issues raised by the emerging RSS, Blaby District Council 

prepared a second Issues and Options Consultation Paper. The options set out within this paper were 

appraised by WYG in spring 2008 using the SA framework and presented in the form of matrices. These 
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appraisal matrices are available on request from the Council. A summary of the options appraised and the 

findings of the SA is provided below. 

 
6.4.1 Issue 1: Housing provision 

 
The following options were appraised under this issue: 

 
• Provide more than 8,5001 houses required by the Regional Plan; or 

 
• Provide a maximum of 8,500 houses. 

 
• Phase some housing requirements to later years of the plan (2016-2026); or 

 
• Deliver housing requirements evenly throughout the plan period. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Increasing th e provisi on of housing to above that r equired by the Regional Pl an will help to en sure th at 

potential increases in household growth are accounted for and will enable the provision of more affordable 

housing. However, this  option would  potenti ally ha ve a num  ber of envir  onmental im plications (e.g. 

increased energy consum ption, habita t loss due to land take, im pacts upon the land scape). In addition , 

increased  scale  of dev elopment  may have social imp lications in term  s of capacity of servic es an d 

infrastructure (e.g. sch ools, health car e facilities, roads, public transport services, waste water treatment 

works) to cope with additional demand . The capacity of services and infrastructure needs to be taken into 

consideration when determining the scale of development. 

 
Phasing housing requirements to later years may have social benefits, in that it will allow time for services, 

facilities and infrastructure to be developed to support the increased population. Phasing may also have 

environmental benefits, as more suitable sites (e.g. brownfield sites, sites with a low ecological / historic 

value) may become available for development later in the plan period which will enable protection of more 

sensitive sites. In addition, phasing will allow time for more sustainable design and construction techniques 

(e.g. renewable energy) to develop and become more cost-effective. 

 
 

 
1 Please note that the housing numbers required by the Regional Plan are now revised to 7,600 because the base date of the plan has 

changed from 2001 to 2006 
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6.4.2 Issue 2: Location of new housing and Sustainable Urban Extensions 

 
The following options were appraised under this issue: 

 
• Provide SUEs on one site; 

 
• Provide SUEs on a number of smaller sites; 

 
• Provide new EcoTown2 (5,000-20,000 houses) in the District; 

 
• Distribute housing evenly between all towns / villages; or 

 
• Only allow houses in areas with sufficient infrastructure in place. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Provision of one or several SUEs will assist with meeting housing needs; however it is important to ensure 

that sufficient facilities are provided to support the population so that pressure is not put on existing 

services and facilities. Provision of one large SUE as opposed to several smaller sites may enable larger / 

more diverse services to be provided. 

 
Development of SUE(s) is likely to result in development of greenfield sites and may have significant 

environmental effects (e.g. upon biodiversity and landscape). Location should be carefully considered to 

ensure that sensitive areas are protected. In addition, depending upon the location, residents and other 

users of the SUE(s) may be likely to use the private car as opposed to walking, cycling and using public 

transport. It is therefore important that high quality public transport links, footpaths and cycleways are 

provided, in addition to local services and facilities, to minimise car use. Provision of an EcoTown will have 

similar effects to development of SUE(s) but potentially on a larger scale. 

 
Distribution of housing evenly between all settlements will mean that some housing is developed in areas 

with limited services or infrastructure to cope with the new development, which could have an adverse 

effect upon social objectives such as access to services and facilities. Only allowing housing in areas with 

sufficient infrastructure in place would ensure that housing links in with the provision of services and may 
 

 
2 For the purposes of the SA it was assumed that the term ‘EcoTown’ refered to the proposals for EcoTowns as outlined within the 

EcoTowns Prospectus published by CLG (July 2007). The SA was based upon the assumption that a new EcoTown will meet the key 

criteria as set out in this document (e.g. achieving zero carbon standards). 
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help to reduce car use. However, neither option alone will deliver the quantity of housing needed in the 

District. 

 
6.4.3 Issue 3: Effective and efficient land use 

 
The following options were appraised under this issue: 

 
• Phase housing so that development of brownfield land is encouraged before greenfield sites are 

developed. 

 
• Apply a minimum density to all new housing developments; or 

 
• Apply flexible density requirements to allow for local circumstances. 

 
• Permit development of all sites classed as brownfield land (including large gardens and 

conversion of large houses) to meet the identified housing needs. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Phasing housing to encourage development of brownfield land before development of greenfield land will 

have a beneficial effect in terms of encouraging re-use of previously developed land and protecting land 

from pollution. In addition, brownfield sites are more likely to be located within urban areas and therefore 

this will also help to encourage development in areas which have good accessibility to services. However, 

brownfield land will not deliver the required amount of housing in the household projections or RSS. 

Applying a minimum density to all new housing developments will also help to make better use of land and 

may help to protect more environmentally sensitive sites, but could also have an adverse impact upon 

settlement character. 

 
6.4.4 Issue 4a: Meeting specific housing needs 

 
The following options were appraised under this issue: 

 
• Require a more specific mix of house types to meet identified needs; or 

 
• Leave mix of housing to the market. 

 
• 'Mix-in' housing for elderly people with new and existing developments; or 
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• Provide elderly persons' villages. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Requiring a specific mix of house types will potentially have a number of social advantages, for example 

meeting the housing needs of the community, improving health inequalities (e.g. through provision of 

housing for those with disabilities) and encouraging mixed, integrated communities. Leaving the mix of 

housing to the market may mean that these advantages are not realised. Mixing older people’s 

accommodation in with existing and new housing developments will enable older people to make use of 

services and facilities provided within these developments. This option may also have advantages in terms 

of reducing crime, as it will increase activity throughout the day, which will increase opportunities for 

natural surveillance. Older people’s villages may provide more specific services for older people (e.g. health 

services): however, this option is likely to offer fewer opportunities for older people to be integrated into 

the local community. Separate older peoples’ villages may also require significant development of greenfield 

land with limited opportunities for the re-use of existing buildings and previously developed land. 

 
6.4.5 Issue 4b: Affordable housing 

 
The following options were appraised under this issue: 

 
• Require a fixed percentage of affordable housing on large sites; or 

 
• Require a contribution to a 'target' for affordable housing. 

 
• Disperse affordable housing throughout large housing developments; or 

 
• Concentrate affordable housing within a specific location within large developments. 

 
• Identify a site in / on the edge of suitable rural villages for development of affordable housing. 

 
• Seek financial contributions towards affordable housing from new housing developments where 

they are too small to provide them on site. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Requiring a fixed proportion of affordable housing on large sites will ensure a high level of affordable 

housing is provided, which will contribute towards achieving a range of social objectives. If a contribution to 

an overall target is required instead; this may enable more flexibility which can take account of economic 
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considerations, but may be more difficult to manage as opposed to requiring a fixed percentage. Dispersal 

of affordable housing throughout a site will have a number of beneficial social effects as opposed to its 

concentration within a specific location. Dispersal will help to ensure mixed and cohesive communities and 

may also help to ensure equitable access for all to services, facilities and public transport infrastructure 

within the site. Seeking financial contributions where affordable housing cannot be provided onsite will also 

help to contribute towards its provision and ensure this is decent. 

 
6.4.6 Issue 5: Gypsies and travellers 

 
The following options were appraised under this issue: 

 
• Provide gypsy and traveller sites only on sites close to existing urban areas. 

 
• Extend existing sites to concentrate provision of gypsy and traveller sites. 

 
• Provide a smaller number of large gypsy and traveller sites; or 

 
• Provide a larger number of small gypsy and traveller sites. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Provision for Gypsies and Travellers only on sites close to urban areas will provide the most opportunities to 

ensure that the needs of the travelling community are met, as they will have good access to the services 

and facilities provided in these areas. There may be environmental implications associated with 

identification of Gypsy and Travellers’ sites, depending upon the location(s) selected. Larger sites are more 

likely to have an adverse effect upon the rural landscape. In addition, smaller sites may integrate with the 

existing communities more easily, which may reduce perceptions of crime. 

 
6.4.7 Issue 6: Settlement hierarchy 

 
The questions under this issue were open-ended and designed to obtain suggestions of locations for 

focusing development. In order to allow meaningful appraisal, for the purposes of the SA the towns and 

settlements within the District were grouped and the effects of development have been appraised on a 

group basis. Any specific opportunities / constraints associated with a particular settlement were identified 

within the overall group appraisal. The groups appraised were: 
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• Development in the Leicester Principal Urban Area (PUA) (Glenfield, Glen Parva, Braunstone 

Town, Leicester Forest East, Kirby Muxloe). 

 
• Development in larger villages south of Leicester (Narborough and Littlethorpe, Enderby, 

Whetstone, Countesthorpe and Blaby). 

 
• Development in other settlements (Elmesthorpe, Stoney Stanton, Sapcote, Croft, Huncote, 

Cosby). 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Development in the PUA settlements would have very good access to jobs, services and facilities provided 

in this area and within Leicester, which would have a number of benefits in relation to a number of social 

and economic objectives. In addition, these areas have the best access to public transport facilities, which 

will help to reduce car use and associated air pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions. Development in the 

larger villages south of Leicester would also have good access to facilities and services provided within 

Blaby town centre and the other village centres. Public transport services from these villages tend to be 

good, particularly in Narborough, with access to the train station. Development in the smaller settlements 

would be less accessible in terms of public transport and may encourage car use, which will have 

detrimental environmental implications. In addition, some of the smaller settlements are lacking in services, 

facilities and employment opportunities, which may further encourage car use and potentially cause 

isolation for those without access to a car. Development in all areas of the District could potentially affect 

environmental resources such as habitats and species, water resources, historic resources and the 

landscape. 

 
6.4.8 Issue 7: Employment land 

 
The following options were appraised under this issue: 

 
• Provide a SES on one site; or 

 
• Provide employment sites on a number of smaller sites. 

 
• Provide a SES (approx. 25 hectares) as part of a SUE. 

 
• Ensure new employment sites accommodate a wide range of employment uses; or 
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• Ensure new employment sites accommodate only uses that cannot be accommodated in town 

and city centres. 

 
• Identify land for strategic distribution uses capable of accommodating very large warehouses. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Development of a strategic employment site is likely to involve use of greenfield land, and could have a 

number of adverse effects upon the environment, such as loss of habitat, effects on landscape value and 

increased flood risk; however these depend upon the specific location and design of the sites. Provision of 

one large site, as opposed to several smaller sites, may mean that shared facilities such as public transport 

services and renewable energy sources are more viable. There is even more potential for this associated 

with the co-location of a strategic employment site within or adjacent to a SUE. Provision of a strategic 

employment site within a SUE will also provide good access to employment for its residents. 

 
Ensuring that office uses are located within the town centre wherever possible should help to minimise the 

number of out of town employment sites required. This may help to protect greenfield land from 

development. In addition, this may also help to protect habitats and species, the rural landscape and the 

floodplain from adverse effects. Provision of more offices within the town centre, will help to encourage 

more public transport use, walking and cycling as opposed to out of town sites, which are generally 

accessed by the private car. 

 
Identification of land for accommodating large warehouses may have a number of adverse environmental 

impacts, due to the scale of land take likely to be required. The location of sites in relation to railway lines 

to minimise road vehicle use should be taken into consideration. 

 
6.4.9 Issue 8: Town centres and retail development 

 
The following options were appraised under this issue: 

 
• Only allow Fosse Park and Grove Farm Triangle to expand where there are no other town centre 

alternatives to accommodate development proposals; or 

 
• Allow Fosse Park and Grove Farm Triangle to grow based on their ability to meet needs on a 

sub-regional scale. 

 
• Strengthen Blaby town centre and allow it to grow as the retail centre of Blaby and its environs. 
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The SA found that… 

 
Growth of Fosse Park and Grove Farm may help to attract investment and therefore have economic 

advantages. However, due to their location, Fosse Park and Grove Farm are generally accessed by car and 

less accessible by public transport, cycling and walking. Therefore expansion of these sites is likely to result 

in more traffic and less opportunities to encourage people to reduce their car use, which will potentially 

have adverse effects upon air quality, health, climate change and social inclusion (as the sites are less 

accessible to those who do not own a car). There may also be environmental effects associated with 

expansion of Fosse Park and Grove Farm (e.g. pollution to the River Soar and Grand Union Canal, increased 

flood risk, disturbance to the nearby LNR), depending upon the specific proposals. Allowing Fosse Park and 

Grove Farm to expand only where there are no town centre alternatives may offer some protection to the 

environment, but could still result in some adverse effects. 

 
Strengthening Blaby town centre will help to improve access to retail services for those living in the 

surrounding areas (Blaby, Whetstone, Glen Parva and Countesthorpe) and may help to encourage walking, 

cycling and public transport use, and reduce car use. In addition, this option will help to maintain the 

viability and vitality of the town centre, and ensure its diversity. There are less environmental implications 

associated with development in the town centre as opposed to development out of town, and strengthening 

Blaby town centre may reduce the need for development of out of town greenfield sites. However, 

development could have an effect upon Blaby Conservation Area and Listed Buildings in the town centre, 

which will need to be considered in the design and construction of new development. 

 
6.5 Alternative Options Consultation Paper 

 
An Alternative Options Paper for the Core Strategy was developed in November 2008, and once again the 

options set out within this were appraised by WYG using the SA framework, and presented in the form of 

matrices. These appraisal matrices are provided in Appendix E. A summary of the options appraised and the 

findings of the SA is provided below. 

 
6.5.1 Alternative Options for the Location of Sustainable Urban Extensions 

 
These options considered potential locations for a SUE as proposed in the RSS. The possible sites are 

identified in Figure 1. 

 
The options which have been subjected to SA are: 
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• Provision of a SUE at Site A (90 hectares). 

 
• Provision of a SUE at Site B (170 hectares / up to 3500 homes). 

 
• Provision of a SUE at Site C (430 hectares / up to 5000 homes). 

 
• Provision of SUEs on a number of smaller sites adjacent to the PUA. 

 
General issues associated with the development of a SUE were identified in the SA of the Issues and 

Options (May 2008). This SA therefore focused on the specific issues associated with the sites proposed. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
All three proposed sites for a SUE have potential to contribute towards provision of housing in the District, 

and in particular to meet the requirements as set out in the RSS. However, Site A is the smallest site at 90 

hectares and should this alone be chosen, additional housing land is likely to be required elsewhere to meet 

the RSS housing requirement. It is not known whether the smaller sites adjacent to the PUA would have 

the capacity to meet the RSS housing requirement. 

 
Provision of a SUE at all sites is likely to result in increased traffic in these areas. Sites A and C are adjacent 

to the M1 corridor, which is designated as an AQMA. Development of a SUE is likely to increase traffic on 

the M1 and may therefore have an adverse effect on air quality. Given the proximity of these sites to the 

M1 AQMA, poor air quality could also affect new residents of the SUE should it be located in either of these 

sites. Air quality assessments will be required prior to development and appropriate mitigation 

implemented. 

 
While existing service provision for all sites (in the nearby areas of Glenfield, Leicester Forest East, 

Braunstone and Enderby) is good, there will be a need to provide additional services and facilities as part of 

SUEs to support the increased population and encourage walking and cycling instead of private car use. It 

is also important that high quality public transport links, footpaths and cycleways are provided to minimise 

car use. Sites B and C are likely to provide more opportunities for the provision of larger and more diverse 

services and supporting infrastructure such as public transport links and renewable energy / District energy 

schemes within the SUE compared with Site A. Site C is the largest site, and therefore offers the most 

opportunities for provision of supporting infrastructure and services. In particular, the 5,000 homes 

potentially accommodated by Site C would be enough to support provision of a new secondary school 

within the SUE. The alternative option of using smaller sites adjacent to the PUA may result in less 
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opportunities to provide services and supporting infrastructure, such as public transport links compared 

with provision of a SUE on one site. 

 
Provision of SUEs on all proposed sites will enable good access to employment due to their proximity to 

Leicester: however, Site C has particularly good links with employment opportunities (including at the 

Meridian Business Park and Grove Farm Triangle). The increase in population associated with the SUEs may 

increase the demand for locally based jobs, and therefore opportunities for employment provision as part of 

the SUE should be considered. Links with the proposed SES should also be considered. 

 
The development of all proposed sites for SUEs could have adverse effects upon habitats and species as all 

sites include a number of features of ecological importance. Site C appears to have slightly less features of 

importance than Sites A and B, however it covers a wider area, therefore it is difficult to determine which 

site is most appropriate for the SUE in ecological terms. The precise level of impact of development upon 

ecology depends upon the design of the SUE and there will be opportunities to protect and potentially 

enhance ecology through the development (e.g. inclusion of BAP habitats and nature protection areas as 

part of the SUE). 

 
In terms of the historic assets associated with the three potential sites, the most significant is considered to 

be the Lubbesthorpe Medieval Settlement Remains at Abbey Farm which is a Scheduled Monument within 

the boundary of Site C. While Scheduled Monuments are protected from development by law, development 

of the SUE on Site C could have an adverse effect upon the setting of this historic site. Should this site be 

chosen, the SUE should be designed sensitively to minimise any adverse effects. There is an opportunity to 

incorporate the medieval remains into the SUE as an educational resource, to promote awareness of local 

heritage. However, potential impacts of visitor pressure on the remains would also need to be taken into 

consideration. 

 
Development of SUEs on both Site B and Site C will result in loss of countryside and is therefore likely to 

have adverse effects upon the rural landscape character in these areas. In particular, the scale of 

development which would be proposed at Site C is likely to have a major effect. 

 
Provision of a SUE on Site A will result in partial loss of the existing Green Wedge in this area, which was 

designated to maintain the individuality of settlements and protect the landscape. Therefore development 

of this area has potential to adversely affect both the character and distinctiveness of Glenfield and Kirby 

Muxloe, and the surrounding rural landscape. However, the condition and strength of landscape character 

in this area is weaker than that in Sites B and C due to pressures from the surrounding settlements, and 
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sensitive development could help to improve and strengthen the landscape character. The placement of the 

SUE in Site A would need to ensure that both physical and visual coalescence between Glenfield and Kirby 

Muxloe is prevented. 

 
All SUE sites are on greenfield land, therefore development of these has potential to pollute land and 

increase surface water run-off. Both Sites A and C include areas within the floodplain (Flood Zone 3) and 

the SFRA identified that surface water run-off may be an issue for these sites due to the wet clay soil. In 

particular, Site A has a significant area at risk of flooding and should this site be chosen, careful 

consideration will need to be given to its layout (i.e. avoid vulnerable development near watercourses). The 

potential for incorporating Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) should be investigated, particularly for 

Sites A and C. 

 
While development of a SUE has potential to have some adverse effects upon the environment, there are 

also significant opportunities to provide a high quality development which fully embraces the principles of 

sustainable development. It is therefore recommended that whichever site is chosen, the SUE is required to 

achieve the highest standards in terms of sustainability (e.g. minimum CSH Level 3 / BREEAM Very Good), 

integrate renewable energy technologies and incorporate all required infrastructure and facilities to ensure 

a true sustainable community. 

 
6.5.2 Alternative Options for the Location of a Strategic Employment Site 

 
These options consider potential locations for a SES. The possible sites are identified in Figure 2. 

The options which were subject to SA are: 

• Provision of a SES at Site A (90 hectares). This is the same as Site A proposed for the SUE. 

 
• Provision of a SES at Site B (21 hectares). 

 
• Provision of a SES at Site C (25 hectares). 

 
General issues associated with the development of a SES were identified in the SA of the Issues and 

Options (May 2008). This SA therefore focused on the specific issues associated with the sites proposed. 
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The SA found that… 

 
All SES sites are in accessible locations, close to residential areas such as Glenfield, Ratby, Kirby Muxloe and 

Leicester Forest East, which should help to improve access to employment opportunities for people in the 

District. New high quality public transport links and pedestrian and cycle routes connecting nearby 

residential areas with the SES should be provided to improve access to the SES for local people and 

encourage a reduction in car use. 

 
While it is considered that development of any of the proposed SES sites may have adverse effects upon 

habitats and species, Site A is considered to be the most sensitive in terms of ecology given its size and the 

presence of ecological features both within and nearby. Site C is considered the least sensitive in terms of 

ecology. 

 
Given that all three potential SES sites are within the countryside, development at all sites could have 

adverse effects upon the rural landscape character. Sites A and C are both within the existing Green Wedge 

and therefore their development may have an adverse effect upon the character and distinctiveness of 

Glenfield (Site A) and Enderby (Site C). Site B is on the edge of the existing Green Wedge and also adjacent 

to an area of historic parkland which is considered important to the setting of Enderby Conservation Area. 

Development of Sites A and C could affect the setting of nearby Scheduled Monuments. It is therefore 

important for all sites to be designed sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding area. 

 
As identified in Section 6.5.1, Site A has a significant area at risk of flooding. Sites B and C do not include 

any areas within the floodplain, however they are greenfield sites and therefore development could 

increase surface water run-off. Site B is adjacent to the Enderby Warren SSSI which has significant 

geological interest and could be affected by construction works. Should Site B be chosen, consultation 

should be undertaken with Natural England regarding protection measures required. 

 
6.5.3 Alternative Options for Settlement Hierarchy 

 
These options consider which settlements within the District are most appropriate for accommodating 

additional development through the identification of a settlement hierarchy. The proposed settlement 

hierarchy puts each settlement within the District into one of seven levels, as detailed in Table 8 overleaf. 

The settlement hierarchy broadly identifies the type of growth that would be allowed in each level of the 

hierarchy. 
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Table 8 Proposed Settlement Hierarchy 

 
PUA Town / 

Hinckley 
Urban 

Large 
Villages 

Rural 
Centres 

Medium 
Villages 

Small 
Villages 

Very Small 
Villages / 
Hamlets 

Glenfield Blaby Narborough Stoney Sapcote Elmesthorpe Aston 
 
Kirby Earl Shilton3

 

 
Littlethorpe 

Stanton  
Croft 

 
Kilby 

Flamville 

Muxloe      Leicester 
  Countesthorpe  Huncote Sharnford Forest West 
Leicester       
Forest East  Whetstone  Cosby Thurlaston Potters 

 
Braunstone 

     Marston 

Town       

Glen Parva       

 
 

The options which were subject to SA are: 

 
• Adopt the proposed settlement hierarchy (as detailed in Table 8 above). 

 
• Not adopt a settlement hierarchy. 

 
• Consider Stoney Stanton as a Large Village. 

 
• Consider Stoney Stanton as a Medium Village. 

 
• Identify what scale and type of development would be allowed in the various levels of the 

hierarchy. 

 
The SA of the Issues and Options (May 2008) considered the impacts of development at each of the 

settlements within the hierarchy. This SA therefore concentrated on comparing the different approaches to 

a settlement hierarchy as identified above. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Whilst Earl Shilton falls within the administrative area of Hinckley and Bosworth Borough, the District of Blaby boundary abuts the 
town within the limits of the recently constructed Earl Shilton bypass 
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The SA found that… 

 
Adoption of a settlement hierarchy has a number of advantages. It will help to ensure that housing is 

provided where it is most needed, including allowing for Rural Exceptions Schemes to provide affordable 

housing in Medium, Small or Very Small Villages / Hamlets. In addition, it will help to direct residential 

development so that the majority of new housing is provided in areas with a range of existing services and 

good public transport links. As well as helping to promote good access to services for all in the District, this 

will also help to encourage people to walk, cycle and use public transport, with associated benefits in terms 

of health, air quality and mitigating the rate of climate change. 

 
The likely effects of not adopting a settlement hierarchy are difficult to ascertain, as this will depend upon 

market conditions and the locations of development ultimately chosen. However, this option could result in 

inappropriate levels of development which in certain areas could put pressure on existing services. It may 

also result in inappropriate levels of development in areas with limited services. As well as affecting people’s 

access to services and levels of car use, high levels of development in smaller settlements may have an 

adverse effect upon the character and distinctiveness of villages. 

 
Considering Stoney Stanton as a Large Village instead of a Rural Centre may allow more opportunities for 

housing and employment development, which may enable housing needs to be better met and improve 

access to employment. However, it may also put pressure on existing services in the village and the 

surrounding environmental resources, for example the Long Meadows Local Wildlife Site to the northeast of 

the village. Conversely, considering Stoney Stanton as a Medium Village may restrict housing and 

employment growth. 

 
Identifying the scale and type of development to be allowed in each level of the hierarchy within the Core 

Strategy may be beneficial in that it will enable the level of housing to be better linked with the availability 

of services and public transport links. It may also give more control over development in sensitive areas 

(e.g. in terms of landscape, ecology, floodplains or historic resources). However, there may need to be a 

balance to avoid the Core Strategy being too prescriptive as this could result in a reduction of investment 

opportunities. 

 
6.5.4 Alternative Options for the Motorways Retail Area (MRA) and Retail Development 

 
These options consider what approach should be taken towards growth of the MRA (comprising Fosse Park, 

Asda and the Grove Farm Triangle), the largest retail centre in the District. 
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The options which were subject to the SA are: 

 
• Allow the managed growth of the MRA where it can be demonstrated there would be no 

significant adverse impacts on town centres. 

 
• Prevent any further expansion of the MRA. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Allowing managed growth of the MRA may lead to some job creation which would provide access to 

employment for people living in the areas surrounding the MRA. Ensuring that there will be no adverse 

effects on town centres will also help to protect jobs in these areas. However, as the MRA is generally 

accessed by car and less accessible by public transport, growth of the MRA may result in more traffic and 

less opportunities to encourage people to reduce their car use. 

 
There may also be environmental effects associated with growth of the MRA (e.g. pollution to the River 

Soar and Grand Union Canal, increased flood risk, disturbance to the nearby Aylestone Meadows LNR), 

depending upon the specific proposals. 

 
Preventing any further expansion of the MRA may help to encourage retailers to stay in, and move to, town 

and village centres, which tend to be more accessible by transport modes other than the private car. 

However, preventing any further expansion of the MRA may restrict economic growth and job creation in 

this area, and may restrict provision of retail facilities which cannot be accommodated in the town and 

village centres. 

 
6.5.5 Alternative Options for Green Wedges 

 
There are a number of areas designated as Green Wedges (areas of green open space which separate 

settlements in the District). These options consider what approach should be taken towards Green Wedges. 

 
The options which were subject to SA are: 

 
• Only allow housing and employment requirements outside of Green Wedges as currently 

defined. 

 
• Review Green Wedges to ensure that development is only located in the least sensitive areas. 
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• Not support Green Wedges but ensure that development is located where it has best access to 

infrastructure and services. 

 
• Identify additional Green Wedges in association with new development. 

 
Maintaining the existing Green Wedge designations and restricting housing and employment development 

in these areas will help to protect the character of the rural landscape and help to maintain the identity and 

distinctiveness of settlements. In addition, protection of the Green Wedges will help to maintain access to 

green open space and to the countryside for local residents, which contributes towards recreation and well- 

being. 

 
However, restricting development to areas outside of the designated Green Wedges may mean that the 

levels of housing development set out in the RSS cannot be achieved in the most sustainable locations. Not 

supporting Green Wedges will help to ensure more land is available for housing development. However, this 

could lead to loss of important areas of open space, which as well as having adverse effects upon 

recreation provision and the character of settlements, could also be detrimental to the natural environment. 

In particular, development could adversely affect Narborough Bog SSSI, Enderby Bog SSSI and Alyestone 

Meadows LNR. Currently, the Green Wedges also contribute to the protection of the setting of two 

designated sites: Kirby Muxloe Castle and the moated site and garden enclosure at Glenfield; these could 

be affected by development. 

 
Reviewing the existing Green Wedges to ensure that development is only located in the least sensitive 

areas may help to enable some additional housing growth while protecting the important ecological sites 

and sensitive landscapes. However, this option could still result in the loss of recreational value of the 

Green Wedges. It is recommended that a Green Wedge assessment is undertaken to identify the most 

sensitive locations. 

 
Identifying additional Green Wedges in association with new development will have a number of beneficial 

effects. In particular, it will help to ensure that sufficient open space is available for the increased 

population to access. It may also help to protect existing areas of ecological importance from development 

and present opportunities to enhance biodiversity to achieve BAP targets. 
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6.5.6 Alternative Options for Addressing Climate Change 

 
These options consider how Blaby District Council can address climate change through the Core Strategy. It 

looks at two issues; provision of renewable energy production sites and adoption of the Code for 

Sustainable Homes (CSH). 

 
The options which have been subject to SA are: 

 
• Identify the specific site for a wind energy generating facility identified in the climate change 

study. 

 
• Set out a criteria based policy that seeks to guide the location of renewable energy sites. 

 
• Set out a specific location and a criteria-based policy. 

 
• Introduce earlier delivery of CSH phases than nationally agreed milestones. 

 
• Seek improvements in energy efficiency in accordance with the agreed phasing approach for 

CSH. 

 
The SA found that… 

 
Identification of a specific site for a wind energy generating facility will help to encourage development of 

renewable energy resources in the District. This will help to contribute towards minimising greenhouse gas 

emissions and tackling climate change. The renewable energy feasibility study identified that this site could 

provide energy for 2,796 homes and this could contribute towards mitigating the effect of significant 

development proposed in the District. Development of a wind farm may have effects upon biodiversity, 

landscape and historic sites which would need to be considered. 

 
Setting a criteria-based policy to guide the location of renewable energy sites may also help to encourage 

renewable energy development in the District, however this depends upon the precise criteria which are 

set. It is considered that setting a criteria-based policy and identifying the specific location of renewable 

energy sites would help to promote renewable energy while providing some flexibility. 

 
The CSH covers a wide range of issues, both environmental and social, and therefore introducing earlier 

delivery of CSH phases is likely to have beneficial effects on a number of the SA objectives. In particular, 

higher levels of the CSH have particularly stringent requirements in terms of energy and water efficiency, 
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therefore early adoption of these will help to reduce water consumption and reduce carbon emissions 

associated with new housing developments. It will also help to improve awareness of both developers and 

residents in environmental issues. Requiring the homes to achieve a certain CSH standard will also help to 

ensure that all new homes are of a high quality (e.g. highly energy efficient, achieving high levels of 

daylighting etc.). However, depending upon the exact phases and timescales set, there is a possibility that 

introduction of the CSH phases earlier than the nationally agreed milestones could affect the economic 

viability of delivering housing. It is therefore recommended that, should this approach be chosen, the exact 

timescales and CSH phases should be carefully chosen based on what it is considered to be achievable for 

the District, whilst still pushing performance above the industry standard practice. 

 
While the nationally agreed phasing for the CSH will deliver improvements in the sustainability of housing 

across the country, simply requiring housing to be in line with this will not result in increased benefits 

directly associated with the Core Strategy. 
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7.0 Likely Effects of the Core Strategy 
 
7.1 Introduction 

 
The SA of the Core Strategy has been undertaken in relation to the SA framework developed during Stage 

A (Scoping) of the SA process. The social, economic and environmental effects of implementing the Core 

Strategy have been predicted taking into account the baseline situation and key sustainability issues 

identified during Stage A, which were determined using information from a wide range of sources, including 

data / information from plans, programmes and policies, as well as consultation with key organisations and 

consultees. 

 
The predicted effects of the Core Strategy are detailed in the Appraisal Tables in Appendix E. An Appraisal 

Table has been produced for each policy, detailing the social, economic and environmental effects of that 

particular policy. Measures to mitigate adverse effects and to enhance beneficial effects have been 

recommended where possible. 

 
For the purposes of the SA the baseline conditions are assumed to be the status quo for the study area. 

Implementation of the Core Strategy will result in either an improvement to or deterioration in this baseline. 

If the Core Strategy is not implemented then it must be assumed that there will be no change to the 

current baseline conditions. However, in reality this would not occur as natural and social processes would 

continue to operate. 

 
It should be noted that this SA has been based upon the information provided in the formulation of 

Submission Core Strategy (Blaby District Council, December 2011) which supersedes the previous 

‘submission version’ (July 2009). Therefore, if there are any fundamental changes to the Core Strategy, the 

potential significant effects may also change. In this event, the Core Strategy will need to be reassessed to 

determine significant effects. 

 
The methodology for assessing significant effects is detailed in the following section. 

 
7.2 Appraisal Methodology 

 
7.2.1 Prediction of Effects 

 
The social, economic and environmental effects of the Core Strategy have been predicted in relation to 

each of the SA objectives developed at Stage A. 
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The predicted effects have been qualified within the Appraisal Tables in terms of their nature, duration, 

magnitude and geographical scale. 

 
Effects may be of the following nature: 

 
• Adverse or beneficial. 

 
• Direct or indirect. 

 
Effects may be of the following duration: 

 
• Temporary or permanent. 

 
• Short or long term. 

 
Effects may be of the following geographical scale: 

 
• Immediate. 

 
• Local. 

 
• District. 

 
• Regional. 

 
• National. 

 
• International. 

 
Effects have also been qualified in terms of their likelihood and the magnitude of changes in the baseline 

conditions. The magnitude of effects has been determined based upon the changes to the baseline 

conditions that are predicted to arise from the Core Strategy taking into account the likelihood and scale of 

the change. Table 9 details the methodology for determining the magnitude of effects. 
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Table 9 Determining Magnitude of Effects 

 
Magnitude of Effect Description 

Major Effect resulting in a considerable change in baseline conditions with 
undesirable / desirable consequences on the receiving environment 

Minor Effect resulting in a discernible change in baseline conditions with undesirable / 
desirable consequences that can be tolerated 

No effect No discernible change in baseline conditions 

 
 

7.2.2 Assessment of Effects 

 
Following the prediction of effects, as detailed above, an assessment of the significance of these effects has 

been undertaken. The factors described above (magnitude, geographical scale, duration and nature) have 

been considered in order to determine significance. As advised in the ODPM SA Guidance (2005) 

significance has been determined based on the individual merits of each case, as effects which are 

significant in one situation may not necessarily be significant in another. 

 
Where effects have been identified to be potentially beneficial or potentially adverse this means that there 

is a degree of uncertainty associated with the effects. This may be because the effects will depend upon 

implementation of the option or there may be limited information available at the strategic level to confirm 

their significance. 

 
The Appraisal Tables show how significant adverse effects represent a move away from a SA objective and 

significant beneficial effects represent a move towards a SA objective. Table 10 provides a key to the 

significance of effects as shown within the Appraisal Tables. 
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Table 10 Significance of Effects 

 
Significance of Effects 

Direct Effects Indirect Effects 

 Major beneficial 
   Major beneficial 

 Minor beneficial 
   Minor beneficial 

 Potentially beneficial 
   Potentially beneficial 

 Potentially adverse 
   Potentially adverse 

 Minor adverse 
   Minor adverse 

 Major adverse 
   Major adverse 

 Potentially beneficial or adverse   

 No significant effect     

 
 

7.2.3 Limitations 

 
As advised in the ODPM SA guidance (2005), any uncertainties and / or limitations encountered in the SA 

have been documented, which are summarised as follows. Future SA and monitoring of LDF documents 

should take into account these limitations / uncertainties. 

 
The purpose of the Core Strategy is to provide an overarching framework for the spatial development of the 

District. At this level limited information is available on the specific locations and / or types of development. 

Where necessary a worst case scenario has therefore been assumed (e.g. that development resulting from 

the Core Strategy could potentially have an adverse effect upon biodiversity). 

 
It should be noted that the SA has been based on a combination of quantitative information from a number 

of sources (e.g. National Statistics and Nomis) and qualitative assessment using considered judgement. 

Given the strategic nature of the plan the robustness of the SA is not considered to be compromised by the 

use of a qualitative approach. Detailed quantitative information relating to the effects of the plan is likely to 

only be available at a later stage (e.g. once planning applications are submitted), and in identifying specific 
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sites through the Council’s proposed ‘Allocations, Designations and Development Management Development 

Plan Document’. 

 
7.3 Likely Effects of the Core Strategy 

 
This section gives an overview of the likely beneficial and adverse effects associated with the Core Strategy. 

Full details of the likely effects of the Core Strategy are presented in the Appraisal Tables in Appendix E. 

 
7.3.1 Overall Effects 

 
Some of the Core Strategy policies will encourage development in the District (particularly policies 1, 3, 4, 

9, 10 and 13) which could potentially have a number of adverse effects upon some of the SA objectives, 

particularly those relating to environmental resources. Other policies focus on protecting certain aspects of 

the environment (e.g. policies 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20) and may therefore help to mitigate some of the 

adverse effects of the ‘development related policies’ as well as enhancing beneficial effects. More detail is 

provided in Section 7.3.2. 

 
The Core Strategy will allocate a significant proportion of land for new development. Large scale 

construction work associated with development in the District is likely to result in a number of temporary 

minor adverse effects upon the environment. For example, the generation of construction waste for 

disposal; the generation of dust and emissions to air; and the risk of pollution incidents. Energy and water 

consumption; and the amount of domestic / commercial waste for disposal are also likely to increase once 

the developments are operational. 

 
New developments (due to construction works and following occupation) may also have permanent adverse 

effects upon biodiversity resources, cultural heritage and archaeological resources and their settings, 

geological resources and the landscape value of the chosen site.  New development may also have an 

impact upon the character and distinctiveness of towns and villages in the District if not sensitively 

designed. In addition, development may have adverse effects upon soil quality, in particular development 

that occurs on greenfield land in countryside areas. 

 
Once occupied new developments may attract more people (residents / employees / visitors) to the District 

which could lead to an increase in car use; this may result in increased levels of traffic congestion, noise, 

vibration, air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore it is essential that efficient forms of public 

transport and walking and cycling routes are provided. Attracting new people to the area may also place 

additional demand on transport infrastructure, education facilities, health facilities, utilities infrastructure 
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and leisure / recreational opportunities in the District. However, the Core Strategy does include policies 

which will help to tackle these issues (see Section 7.3.2.) 

 
7.3.2 Effects of Individual Policies 

 
Policy 1: Strategy for Locating New Development 

 

This policy sets out the overall scale of development in the District (8,395 homes) and the general location 

of this development. The policy identifies that most new development will occur in and around the PUA 

(5,520 homes) and that other development will be focused in more sustainable settlements (such as Blaby) 

with a good range of services and facilities as well as access to a range of transport modes. 

 
As discussed in Section 7.3.1, development of this scale can have a number of potential adverse effects 

upon the environment. However, focusing development in and around the PUA and settlements with good 

services and transport links will have a number of social benefits (in terms of improved access to services) 

and environmental benefits. This approach will reduce the need for people to travel, thereby potentially 

helping to minimise car use and associated emissions. In order for these benefits to be realised, it is 

important to ensure that new development has access to a frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport system and that safe pedestrian and cycle links between developments are also available. This is 

addressed in Policy 10. 

 
The policy also seeks to prioritise brownfield sites and underused land and buildings which will help to 

maximise use of existing resources and protect undeveloped and more sensitive areas of land. Monitoring 

and management of the strategy implementation will ensure compliance with the housing trajectory and 

the policy of ‘Urban Concentration’, and also ensure that a sustainable pattern of new development is 

followed. 

 
Policy 2: Design of New Development 

 

This policy sets out the requirement for high quality developments which respect local character but also 

contribute towards innovative design. This will contribute towards the protection of the local character of 

settlements within the District and will also help to protect historic resources such as Conservation Areas. 

The policy will also contribute towards reducing the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour through 

requiring developments to ensure safe and inclusive places are achieved through considering good design 

principles such as natural surveillance. 
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Policy 3: Sustainable Urban Extension 
 

This policy sets out proposals to allocate land for a SUE on land west of the M1 at Lubbesthorpe. This will 

accommodate 4,250 new homes and employment space, as well as schools, health care, retail and 

community facilities. This will contribute significantly towards the provision of housing, including affordable 

housing (30% of homes will be affordable) and will also help to ensure that services and facilities are 

available to meet the increased demand from the SUE. This will also ensure future residents have good 

access to services and facilities which will reduce the need for travel and may encourage the use of 

sustainable alternatives to the private car. 

 
Development of this greenfield site is likely to have a number of effects upon the environment. In 

particular, given its scale the development is likely have an impact upon the landscape character of the 

area. This site is within the Lubbesthorpe Agricultural Parkland Landscape Character Area according to the 

Blaby District Landscape Character Assessment and retains a strong landscape character. 

 
Part of the south east corner of the site is within the floodplain and the SFRA identifies that surface water 

run-off may be an issue due to the wet clay soil. Development may increase surface water run-off and 

increase the risk of flooding. The site also includes biodiversity (including parish level wildlife sites) and 

historic resources (including the remains of a Medieval village designated as a Scheduled Monument) which 

could be affected by the development. However, other policies within the Core Strategy provide protection 

and enhancement measures to minimise potential adverse effects. The Council will need to satisfy itself that 

these issues are satisfactorily addressed in the detailed design of proposals. 

 
Policy 4: Strategic Employment Site (SES) 

 

This policy sets out proposals to allocate land for a SES on land south of the M69 at Enderby, providing 

more than 20 hectares of employment land. This is expected to have a major beneficial effect upon access 

to employment opportunities for residents of the District, and beyond. 

 
The new SES may attract employees from nearby settlements such as Enderby and Braunstone which may 

help to reduce car journeys to work. The policy includes ensuring nearby communities can access the SES 

using a range of transport modes and provision of a new link across the M69 to the new SUE, which may 

encourage walking and cycling instead of car use from the adjacent SUE. However, given the proximity of 

the site to the M1 and M69, people working at the SES may choose to drive to work. 
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Development of this greenfield site is likely to have a number of effects upon the environment, including 

the historic parkland landscape which contributes towards the setting of Enderby Conservation Area. The 

development could also affect biodiversity on the site, including some small areas of woodland and 

hedgerows. The Council will need to satisfy itself that these issues are satisfactorily addressed in the 

detailed design of proposals. 

 
Policy 5: Housing Distribution 

 

This policy identifies the settlement hierarchy which will be used to determine the scale and nature of 

growth in the District. The policy identifies how the housing numbers identified in Policy 1 are to be 

distributed across the settlements within the District. As the appraisal of Policy 1 identified the overall 

effects of the scale of development across the District, the appraisal of this policy has concentrated on the 

effect of using the settlement hierarchy itself and the localised effects of the identified scale of housing 

development in each settlement. 

 
By encouraging development in the more sustainable settlements, the policy will help to direct housing so 

that it links in with existing services and facilities, which will help to promote good access for all members 

of the community (including those without cars) and may also encourage the use of more sustainable 

modes of transport by encouraging growth in settlements with better access to Public Transport. The 

settlements of Blaby, Whetstone, Enderby and Narborough in particular have a strong functional 

relationship and Public Transport links with the City of Leicester as well as wide ranging employment 

opportunities.. 

 
Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may help to encourage use of previously developed sites, existing 

buildings and existing infrastructure in urban areas (although it is recognised that these opportunities are 

limited). It may also help to protect some areas which are sensitive in terms of biodiversity, landscape and 

historic character. However, there is also likely to be significant use of greenfield sites and potential effects 

upon environmental resources. 

 
Policy 6: Employment 

 

This policy sets out the amount and broad locations of future employment provision in Blaby District and 

protects existing important areas of employment. The policy identifies two Strategic Employment Sites 

which are part of, or close to, the Principal Urban Area (Reflecting the sustainability advantages of the 

Location of development policy 1). 



Blaby District Submission Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal 

78 Blaby District Council 

A043105-3 03/01/2012 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This is expected to have a major beneficial effect upon access to employment opportunities for residents of 

the District, and beyond. 

 
Development of greenfield sites is likely to have a number of effects upon the environment, including 

impacts on landscape character, biodiversity and the character of settlements. The Council will need to 

satisfy itself that these issues are satisfactorily addressed in the detailed design of proposals. 

 
The policy allows for further employment land in ‘other settlements’ (including rural areas), it also protects 

existing key employment areas. The policy will have the economic and environmental benefits of allowing 

employment opportunities for residents without the need to travel significant distances. The promotion of 

local labour agreements also allows access to employment for local people. 

 
Policy 7: Affordable Housing 

 

This policy sets out a requirement for the provision of affordable housing as part of new developments. It 

sets a target of 30% affordable housing within the SUE and 25% affordable housing for all other 

developments of 15 or more units. This will have a major beneficial effect upon the provision of housing in 

the District to meet local needs. In addition, provision of new build affordable housing (which will meet 

current Building Regulations) may contribute towards reducing health inequalities associated with existing 

poor quality housing stock (e.g. reducing fuel poverty). 

 
Policy 8: Mix of Housing 

 

This policy sets out a requirement to ensure that housing developments provide and appropriate mix of 

housing, which will help to ensure that local housing needs are met. The policy also sets a requirement for 

all housing to be built to Lifetime Homes standards, a requirement for care and supported housing, and a 

proportion of houses to meet to wheelchair standards. This will help to reduce health inequalities by 

ensuring all people have access to appropriate housing. 

 
Policy 9: Accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers 

 

This policy identifies the need for designation of sites suitable to meet the accommodation needs of Gypsies 

and Travellers. Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches will help to ensure living accommodation for those 

in the travelling community and also help to reduce health problems associated with the travelling 

community being unable to find appropriate sites to live. Gypsy and Traveller pitches may have some 

localised effects upon the environment; however the policy does include criteria which will help to mitigate 
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some of these, for example through ensuring the pitches are capable of assimilation into the landscape. In 

addition, the criteria includes a requirement for Gypsy / Traveller sites to be within or near to settlements 

with essential local services and facilities, which will help ensure access to services for all members of the 

travelling community. 

 
Policy 10: Transport Infrastructure 

 

This policy includes a package of measures to ensure the District has a sustainable transport system, 

focusing on public transport, cycling and walking. This policy will have a major beneficial effect through 

seeking to reduce the need to travel and encouraging the use of sustainable transport modes and 

improving access for people within the District. The policy will also contribute towards minimising transport 

related air pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
The policy includes specific measures for the SUE and SES, including a new link across the M1 and 

improved link across the M69. Development of these links could have localised effects upon environmental 

resources within the area. 

 
Policy 11: Services and Facilities to Support Growth 

 

This policy identifies the need for new developments to contribute towards additional infrastructure and 

community needs generated by the development. This policy will help to mitigate some of the effects 

associated with the likely increased population resulting from development proposed in other policies within 

the Core Strategy. It is likely to have beneficial effects upon access to services and may also contribute 

towards reducing car use through ensuring services and facilities are available within or close to new 

developments. 

 
Policy 12: Developer Contributions 

 

This policy sets out a requirement for developer contributions to secure provision / maintenance of 

infrastructure which is required as a result of growth. Depending upon the types of contributions that will 

be made, this policy has potential to have beneficial effects upon various environmental and social 

objectives, including education, health, water resources, encouragement of public transport and reduction 

of greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
Policy 13: Retailing and Blaby Town Centre 
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This policy encourages a ‘town centre first’ approach which will have economic and environmental impacts 

beyond the boundaries of the District. identifies Blaby as the focus for new retail and leisure development in 

the District. Blaby is identified as the only town centre. The policy encourages development of retail, 

leisure, cultural, office and mixed use developments which are in accordance with the Blaby Town Centre 

Masterplan. The policy also restricts new or significant expansion of retail and leisure out of established 

centres to ensure that these existing centres are not adversely affected. In addition the policy supports 

retail development in village and neighbourhood centres appropriate to their scale. 

 
This policy will help to ensure good access to services and facilities for all in the District, as well as helping 

to protect the diversity and character of settlements. Development of retail facilities could have a small 

scale impact upon environmental resources within these areas, particularly in the SUE where the policy 

allows for growth on Greenfield land. 

 
The restrictions on ‘out of town’ growth of retail facilities will have economic and environmental benefits by 

focussing growth in existing centres which are easily accessible to more sustainable transport modes. . 

 
Policy 14: Green Infrastructure 

 

This policy sets out proposals for maintaining and providing new green infrastructure networks, including 

formal open space, green areas and areas important for biodiversity, natural processes and health and 

wellbeing. This policy is likely to have a major beneficial effect upon objectives relating to health, 

recreation, biodiversity, landscape, water resources and settlement character. 

 
Policy 15: Play and Open Spaces 

 

This policy details provision standards for play and open spaces and leisure facilities in the District. Setting 

these standards will help to ensure that people have good access to recreation and open space, which will 

contribute towards health and well-being. The policy proposes protection of existing open spaces which 

may help to protect sensitive environmental resources, including biodiversity and landscape. The policy 

may result in development of additional facilities in the District, which may result in some adverse effects 

upon the environment, depending upon the location, scale and design of such developments. 

 
Policy 16: Green Wedges 

 

This policy sets out the broad locations of Green Wedges within the District, and outlines the purpose 

behind the designation and identifies the types of development that would be considered appropriate in 
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areas designated as Green Wedges. Designation of Green Wedges will have a number of beneficial effects, 

in relation to both social and environmental objectives. Green Wedges will contribute towards protection of 

the natural and built environment and settlement character, as well as providing a recreation resource for 

local people which will have benefits in terms of health and wellbeing. 

 
The policy will allow some development in the Green Wedges, providing it would not be harmful to their 

function; renewable energy facilities (not within buildings), park and ride schemes, transport infrastructure 

(including new roads) and mineral extraction. Development of these could have some adverse effects upon 

the environment, however these would be mitigated through other policies. 

 
Policy 17: Areas of Separation 

 
This policy sets out the broad locations of Areas of Separation within the District, and outlines the purpose 

behind the designation and identifies that development will only be acceptable where it does not result in 

greater coalescence of settlements. Designation of Areas of Separation will have a number of beneficial 

effects, in relation to both social and environmental objectives Areas of Separation will contribute towards 

protection of the natural and built environment and settlement character. Retaining the land in an open 

manner will result in potential benefits to water infiltration and bio-diversity. 

 
Policy 18: Countryside 

 
This policy indicates that land outside of settlement boundaries (not designated as Green Wedge of Area of 

Separation) within the District is considered to be ‘Countryside’. The purpose of the policy is to seek to 

protect the Countryside for its own sake. Designation of ‘Countryside’ will have a number of beneficial 

effects. It will contribute towards protection of landscape character and and settlement character. Retaining 

the land in an open manner will result in potential benefits to water infiltration and bio-diversity. The 

designation of Countryside will need to be balanced against development requirements or this could have a 

detrimental impact on the delivery of housing, employment and other development required to meet local 

needs (identified in policies 1,3,4,5 and 6). 

 
Policy 19: Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

 

This policy details measures to be taken to protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity within the 

District. This policy is likely to have a number of beneficial effects upon the natural environment. In 

addition, the policy proposes partnership working with wildlife organisations and local communities, which 
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will provide opportunities to involve communities in minimising their environmental impacts. This policy will 

also help to mitigate some of the potential adverse effects associated with development in the District. 

 
Policy 20: Cultural Environment 

 

This policy details measures for protection of the historic environment, including Scheduled Monuments, 

Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas. In addition to having beneficial effects upon the historic 

environment and settlement character, this policy will help to mitigate / reduce some of the potential 

adverse effects associated with development in the District, including the development of the SUE. The 

policy encourages interaction with the historic environment which will provide better opportunities for 

people to access and understand local heritage. 

 
Policy 21: Climate Change 

 

This policy sets out the development requirements that seek to mitigate and adapt to climate change. The 

policy seeks to optimise reductions in energy demand and greenhouse gasses through the siting, layout and 

design of new development. The policy supports the Government’s approach of moving towards ‘zero 

carbon’ buildings and the requirements for housing developments to meet the energy efficiency standards 

set out within the Code for Sustainable Homes, which will be introduced in phases. This will help to ensure 

that new homes are energy efficient and may help to tackle fuel poverty through reducing the cost of 

heating new homes. The policy will help contribute towards minimising greenhouse gas emissions and 

encouraging use of renewable energy sources. 

 
The policy also encourages provision of renewable, low carbon and decentralised energy generation, both 

in relation to on site facilities for new developments and larger scale stand alone renewable energy 

facilities. This will contribute significantly towards development of renewable energy technologies and will 

also help to tackle climate change. 

 
Depending upon the type, scale and location of renewable energy facilities, there is some potential for 

effects upon landscape, biodiversity and historic resources. The policy does set out criteria to minimise such 

effects, particularly on designated sites. 

 
Policy 22: Flood risk management 
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This policy sets a requirement for new development to take account of the impacts of climate change, 

including flood risk and encourages measures such as SuDS. This policy will have a beneficial effect upon 

objectives relating to the water environment, biodiversity, flooding, health and sustainable design. 

 
Policy 23: Waste 

 

This policy details the Council’s approach to waste management, seeking to encourage developers to 

prioritise waste reduction, re-use and recycling, and also to encourage flexibility in design of new 

developments, which will help to minimise resource consumption. 

 
Securing waste management facilities close to new areas of development may help to reduce transport of 

waste and thus minimise emissions associated with this. However, waste management facilities could also 

have effects upon air quality (particularly incineration). The policy also seeks to educate residents in waste 

related matters, which will help to involve people in reducing their environmental impacts 

 
7.3.3 Cumulative Effects of the Core Strategy Policies 

 
Table 11 overleaf provides a summary of the cumulative effects of implementing all of the Core Strategy 

policies, in relation to the SA objectives. In some columns there is more than one type of effect. This is 

because in some cases different elements of the same policy may have different impacts upon the same SA 

objectives. 



 

 

Blaby District Council Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Report 

Table 11 Cumulative Effects of the Core Strategy Policies 

SA 
Objectives 

Core Strategy Policies  
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1                        
2                        
3                        
4                        
5                        
6 

   
 

               
  

   

7                        
8                        
9                        
10                        
11                        
12                        
13                        
14                        
15                        
16                        
17  

 
                      

18                        
19                        
20                        
21                        
22                        
23                        
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7.4 Recommendations 
 
Throughout the SA process, measures have been identified in order to mitigate adverse effects and to 

maximise beneficial effects associated with the policies. Many of the recommendations made in earlier 

stages of the SA have already been incorporated into the Submission Core Strategy. Others may be 

implemented through subsequent DPDs / SPDs or during the development control phase of a project as 

appropriate. 

 
Recommended measures can be incorporated at three stages: 

 
• During preparation of the Core Strategy in order to design out or reduce adverse impacts, and 

to maximise beneficial impacts. 

 
• During construction in order to minimise adverse impacts / maximise beneficial impacts arising 

during the construction process. 

 
• Following development in order to minimise impacts / maximise beneficial impacts arising during 

the post implementation phase. 

 
The following hierarchy is used when determining mitigation measures for adverse impacts: 

 
• Prevent impacts as far as possible through design or using preventative measures. 

 
• Reduce impacts as far as possible by using preventative measures to minimise effects. 

 
• Offset impacts to compensate for unavoidable effects that cannot be further reduced. 

 
Detailed recommendations against each of the effects identified for the policies are presented in Appendix 

E. These are suggested recommendations only and Blaby District Council will determine their 

implementation. Many of the measures recommended within the Appraisal Tables are already addressed 

either wholly or in part through other policies within the Core Strategy (identified within Appendix E). 

Therefore in order for the predicted adverse effects to be minimised and beneficial effects to be maximised 

(therefore maximising the sustainability of the Core Strategy) all of the policies must be enforced for all 

development proposals. 
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The following residual recommendations (i.e. not addressed within the Core Strategy) should be taken 

forward in subsequent DPDs / SPDs / Masterplans / development briefs, or during the development control 

process: 

 
• Ensure a robust assessment of green wedges is undertaken before allocating any development 

site within these. 

 
• Encourage liaison with the local police force in the design of new developments. 

 
• Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted and given opportunities to input 

into the planning and design of new developments, design and management of Green Wedges / 

Green Infrastructure and protection and enhancement of historic and cultural resources. 

 
• Determine the ecological value of any proposed sites through the use of extended Phase 1 

habitat survey. 

 
• The archaeological value of all development sites should be confirmed via archaeological 

surveys. 

 
• The Blaby Landscape Character Assessment should be considered prior to locating specific sites 

for development and during design of developments. Ensure all developments take into account 

the Leicestershire County Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

 
• Encourage the use of water efficient design in new developments. 

 
• Make use of SUDs within new development to increase biodiversity. 

 
• Ensure that development contributes to the achievement of good ecological status and prevents 

deterioration in ecological status in line with the Water Framework Directive. 

 
• Ensure contractors adopt best practice in respect of minimising dust and air pollution and 

ensure contractors are registered with the Considerate Constructors Scheme. 

 
• Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines are followed during construction / 

operation. 

 
• Remediate contaminated land in accordance with PPS23 and CLR11 Model Procedures for the 

Management of Contaminated Land. 
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• Incorporate recycling facilities into new developments to encourage people to sort / recycle 

their waste. 

 
• New developments should seek to make best use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials 

Opportunities to re-use mineral resources in construction should be sought wherever possible. 

 
• Ensure any jobs provided as part of new developments meet the needs of the local population. 

 
• Ensure air quality assessments are undertaken and appropriate mitigation implemented prior to 

development. 

 
• Secure healthcare facilities for the SUE in consultation with the Primary Care Trust. 

 
• Ensure that there are sufficient adult education and training opportunities to support the 

increased population. 

 
• Links should be sought between the SES and local education / training providers. 

 
• Ensure affordable housing in not differentiated within developments in terms of location, quality 

or size. 

 
• Ensure that all opportunities to ensure that Gypsy and Traveller communities to contribute to 

local community are taken. 

 
• Ensure pedestrian and cycle routes are safe to use through the use of natural surveillance 

measures. Ensure cycle parking provided as part of new developments is fully secure. 

 
• Encourage developer contributions that: 

o Directly help to contribute towards BAP targets, protect species and increase biodiversity 
(e.g. through the enhancement / creation of habitats). 

o Directly help to protect and enhance the character of settlements and historic assets in the 
District and their settings (e.g. townscape and public realm improvements). 

 
• Ensure that any community initiatives funded by developer contributions take into account the 

specific needs of the young, elderly and deprived members of the community and the need to 

promote racial harmony. 
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• Consider provision of housing as part of mixed use developments in Blaby town centre. 

 
• Encourage leisure uses within Blaby town centre which will promote exercise / activity. 

 
• Encourage ecological enhancements which are in line with the BAP. 

 
• Opportunities to work with local communities on green infrastructure / biodiversity related 

projects should be sought where possible. 

 
• Consideration should be given to the creation of biodiversity as an educational resource (e.g. 

wildlife gardens in schools). 

 
• Ensure that leisure and recreation facilities are accessible by all members of the community, 

wherever possible. 

 
• Encourage developers to provide information to residents and occupiers of new buildings 

regarding the effective operation of energy efficient / renewable technologies (e.g. through a 

non technical building users guide). 

 
• Encourage the use of energy meters within homes, offices and other buildings to raise 

awareness of energy consumption. 

 
• Ensure no adverse effects upon air quality arising from waste management facilities. 

 
It is also important to note that mitigation measures themselves have environmental effects which should 

be considered in planning their implementation. 
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8.0 Implementation and Monitoring 
 
8.1 Next Steps 

 
The Submission Core Strategy will be published in order for representations (relating to issues of 

soundness) to be made. The Core Strategy will then be submitted to the Secretary of State for independent 

examination, accompanied by this SA Report. Any significant changes made to the Core Strategy during 

these stages will need to be subject to further SA prior to adoption. 

 
The next steps of the SA and associated steps of the Core Strategy are detailed in Table 12. 

 
Table 12 Next Steps in the SA 

 
 

ODPM Stage SA Steps Links to the Core Strategy 
Process 

 

 
Stage D 

Consulting on the 
Core Strategy and the 

SA Report 

 
D2 

Appraise any significant changes to 
the Core Strategy following 

publication and examination. 

Undertaken in conjunction with 
finalisation of the Core Strategy 

for submission and following 
examination. 

 
 

D3 

Produce an adoption statement to 
accompany the Core Strategy 

outlining how the findings of the SA 
have been taken into account and 

how sustainability considerations have 
been integrated into it. 

 
Undertaken in conjunction with 
finalisation of the Core Strategy 

prior to adoption. 

Stage E 
Monitoring the 

significant effects of 
implementing the 

Core Strategy 

 
E1 
& 
E2 

 
Undertake monitoring of significant 

effects arising from the Core Strategy 
and respond to adverse effects. 

 
Undertaken after the Core 

Strategy has been adopted. 

 
 
8.2 Proposals for Monitoring 

 
Once adopted, implementation of the Core Strategy must be monitored to ensure that unforeseen adverse 

effects are identified and acted upon.  Monitoring should: 

 
• Take an objective and target led approach. 

 
• Determine whether the SA process has accurately predicted effects. 
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• Determine whether the Core Strategy is contributing to achievement of the SA objectives. 

 
• Determine whether mitigation measures are performing as desired. 

 
• Identify adverse effects and determine whether remedial action is required. 

 
Monitoring will also provide useful information to improve plans in the future. A list of suggested SA targets 

and indicators has been developed for monitoring the Blaby Core Strategy and is presented in Appendix F. 

These were initially developed with reference to the SA objectives, key sustainability issues and review of 

plans and programmes. In addition, several new indicators have been included as a result of feedback from 

consultees. 

 
The suggested targets and indicators are designed to be used as guidance only; Blaby District Council will 

determine their implementation and it may be necessary to build upon / refine them. The Core Strategy 

Submission document also includes details of a monitoring framework, which specifically looks at 

achievement of the Core Strategy objectives. In some cases there are crossovers between the targets and 

indicators developed for the SA and those for the Core Strategy objectives. In developing monitoring 

further, it may be possible to utilise indicators being used elsewhere within the Council or at County level, 

such as in the monitoring of the Local Transport Plan or other documents under the LDF. 

 
It is not necessary to monitor everything, or conduct monitoring indefinitely. It should be noted that 

although monitoring features of the baseline may indicate the effects of the Core Strategy, those features 

may also be open to effects beyond its influence. As such, indicators should be clearly linked to the SA 

process and in addition should enable the setting of targets that are within the scope of that which the Core 

Strategy can achieve. This may involve focussing upon the significant effects predicted during the SA 

process, as detailed in Appendix E. 
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Figure 1: Alternative SUE Locations 
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Figure 2: Alternative SES Locations 
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REPORT CONDITIONS 
This report is produced solely for the benefit of Blaby District Council and no liability is accepted for any 
reliance placed on it by any other party unless specifically agreed in writing otherwise. 

 
This report i s prepared for the prop osed uses stated in the rep ort and should not be u sed in a differen t 
context without reference to WYG. In time improved practices, fresh information or amended legislation 
may necessitate a re-assessment. Opinions and information provided in this report are on the basis of WYG 
using due skill and care in the preparation of the report. 

 
This r eport r efers, within the limitations stated, to the envir onment of the site in the context of th e 
surrounding area at the t ime of the inspections. En vironmental condition s c an vary and no warranty is 
given as to the possibility of changes in the environment of the site and surrounding area at differing times. 

 
This report is limited to those aspects reported on, within the scope and limits agreed with the client under 
our appointment. It is necessarily restricted and no liability is accepted for any other aspect. It is based on 
the information sources in dicated in th e report. S ome of the opinions are based on unc onfirmed data and 
information and are presented as the best obtained within the scope for this report. 

 
Reliance has been placed on the documents and information supplied to WYG by others but no independent 
verification of these has been made and no warranty is given on them. No liability is accepted or warranty 
given in relation to the p erformance, reliability, standing etc of any products, servic es, or ganisations or 
companies referred to in this report. 

 
Whilst skill and care have been used, no investig ative method c an eliminate the possibility of obtaini ng 
partially imprecise, incom plete or not fully representativ e infor mation. Any monitoring or survey wor k 
undertaken as part of the commission will have been subject to limitations, including for example timescale, 
seasonal and weather related conditions. 

 
Although car e is taken to select m onitoring and su  rvey periods that ar  e typical of the environment   al 
conditions being measur ed, within the overall report ing programme constraints, measured conditions may 
not be fully representative of the actual conditions. Any predictive or modelling work, undertaken as part of 
the commissi on will be su bject to limitation s includin g the representativen ess of data used by the model 
and the assu mptions inherent within the approach us ed.  Actu al environmental conditi ons are typic ally 
more complex and variable than the investigative, predictive and modelling approaches indicate in practice, 
and the  output of such approaches cannot be relied  upon as a comprehen sive or acc urate indicator of 
future conditions. 

 
The p otential influence of our a ssessment and r eport on oth er aspe cts of any devel opment or fu ture 
planning requires evaluation by other involved parties. 

 
The performance of environmental protection measures and of buildings and other structures in relation to 
acoustics, vibration, noise mitigation and other environmental issues i s influenced to a l arge extent by the 
degree to which the relevant envir onmental c onsiderations are incorporated into the fin al design and 
specifications and the quality of work manship and  co mpliance with the specification  s  on site during 
construction. WYG accept no liability for issues with performance arising from such factors. 

 
November 2008 

 
WYG Environment Planning Transport Ltd. 
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CONSULTATION RESPONSES TO THE SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL OF THE CORE STRATEGY ALTERNTAIVE OPTIONS 

 
Consultee Comments Responses to Comments 

English Heritage 
 
Ann Plackett 

Page 4- the County Historic Landscape Characterisation should be added to the baseline 
information. 

Comment noted. This is detailed 
within Section 5.3.6 of the SA Report. 

Page 6 and Appendix B, page B1, SAO8 – It should be noted that the extent of the remains of 
the medieval settlement extend beyond the scheduled area. This has been confirmed by recent 
surveys undertaken as part of the study for the M1/M69 junction improvements. There is also 
the landscape context to consider. Before a decision is made on the boundary for SUE Site B 
option, a proper assessment of the setting of the scheduled monument needs to be 
undertaken. It may be that development in this area could provide for access to and 
interpretation of this site, subject to this being an appropriate option for the management of 
this site. 

 

 
Comment noted, these issues have 
been taken forward within the SA. 

Page 9, 3.6 - Currently, the Green Wedges contribute to the protection of the setting of two 
designated sites – Kirby Muxloe Castle and the moated site and garden enclosure at Glenfield; 
these could be affected by development. 

Comment noted, the text has been 
updated to reflect this (see Section 
7.5.5). 

 

Page 10, 3.7 – As well as potential impacts upon biodiversity and landscape, the development 
could affect the setting of nationally designated historic sites. 

The accompanying matrix identifies 
that there are no nationally 
designated sites within the area 
proposed. However, the text has been 
updated to cover historic sites in 
general (see Section 7.5.6). 
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Consultee Comments Responses to Comments 

 Table 3.2 General Recommendations 
 
SAO8 – Development should firstly avoid impacts on nationally designated sites and their 
setting in line with Policy 27 of RSS8. 

 
SA09 – Any landscape assessments should take into account the County HLC. 

 

Comment noted, these issues have 
been taken forward within the SA. 

Appendix B SA Tables – The assessment for SAO8 generally reinforces the comments we have 
made on the alternative options, subject to the comments above in relation to page B1. There 
is a typographical error on page B4, SAO8; the scheduled monument is to the east of the site. 

Comment noted, the options appraisal 
matrix (Appendix D) has been 
updated to reflect this. 

Page B13, SAO8 – The impact on the setting of nationally designated sites could be negative 
and hence, subject to a proper assessment of the impact of the suggested site, it should not 
be assumed that the impact of this option will be ‘moving towards achievement of SA 
objective’. 

Comment noted, the options appraisal 
matrix (Appendix D) has been 
updated to reflect this. 

Natural England 
 
Benita Kay 

 
(response covered 
Alternative Options 
Paper as well as 
SA- only SA related 
comments included 
here) 

By their nature SUEs will have significant landscape impact. However some options will offer 
better opportunities for integration with landscape character and its important features than 
others.  The SA recognises that there is likely to negative landscape impact from all options. 
In determining a preferred site, Natural England supports full consideration being afforded to 
how the SUE might be designed so as to minimise such impact, for example by following 
natural changes in relief and elevation, avoiding prominent ridges and important features such 
as woodland and surface water features. Reference to the Landscape Character Assessment 
should also guide this decision making process and allow for preparation of a development 
brief or LDF policy which ensures that landscape character is respected, and where possible 
reinforced through appropriate layout and landscaping of the preferred SUE. 

 
 

Comment noted, these issues have 
been taken into consideration in the 
SA of the Core Strategy, particularly 
Policy 3. 
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Consultee Comments Responses to Comments 

 All the proposed options would have a negative impact on the intrinsic habitat value of the 
sites they would occupy, although no nationally designated sites would be affected. The SA 
recognises that all options are likely to result degradation of intrinsic biodiversity interest, but 
does not present an opinion that one is less harmful than another in that respect. Natural 
England would support an approach which minimised direct impact and loss of the more 
significant elements of habitat in the search areas, such as surface water, mature hedgerows 
and woodland. Locally designated sites afford valuable and accessible local biodiversity 
interest, and development sites should be directed away from their direct loss. 

 

Comment noted, these issues have 
been taken into consideration in the 
SA of the Core Strategy, particularly 
Policy 3. 

Whilst the SA does recognise the need for more detailed habitat surveys to be undertaken it 
does not emphasise the need to secure mitigation and compensatory measures for loss of 
habitat value through strategic development proposals. Wherever possible the most valuable 
elements of habitat and landscape value should be retained and integrated into masterplans 
for the SUE, so that the proposals limit and mitigate harm. Residual harm to valued assets, 
which includes the general biodiversity of the development area, and wildlife corridors within 
which the site lies, should be compensated for, either within the development site, or beyond it 
to a level which at least matches the asset which has been lost, but preferably to a position of 
net gain, enhancing local biodiversity value in line with current RSS policy and Biodiversity 
Action Plans. Such benefits could also be in the form of management agreements and funding 
for the enhancement of biodiversity interest in the vicinity of the SUE.  Delivery of such win- 
win options can be secured through appropriate and clearly required developer contribution, 
and in time via the Community Infrastructure Levy. 

 
 
 
 
Comment noted, these issues have 
been taken into consideration in the 
SA of the Core Strategy, particularly 
Policy 3. 

The Alternative Options paper presents 3 sites in the west of the district which are considered 
as potential SES sites. Natural England notes from the SA identifies Option A as being a more 
harmful option in terms of impacts upon the natural environment (biodiversity and habitats), 
and all three having potentially very significant landscape impacts. Natural England would (in 
the absence of detailed site specific impacts) suggest that Option B or C therefore take 
precedence, but specific policy and development briefs be prepared which seeks to minimise 

Comment noted, these issues have 
been taken into consideration in the 
SA of the Core Strategy, particularly 
Policy 3. 
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Consultee Comments Responses to Comments 

 all environmental impacts, with particular focus on achieving best landscape fit. In respect of 
Options B and C Natural England would equally support the integration of those principles set 
out above for SUEs in the context of the SES. 

 

Environment  
 
 
Having looked through the Sustainability Appraisal we have no comments to make at this 
stage. 

 
 
 
 
Comment noted. 

Agency 

James Lidgett 
(response covered 
Alternative Options 
Paper as well as 
SA- only SA related 
comments included 
here) 
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BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL CORE STRATEGY 
OBJECTIVES COMPATIBIUTY MATRIX 

 

Blaby Core Strategy Spatial Objectives 

Social Objectives 

i) To provide the appropriate quantity and mix of housing to meet the needs of the District's current and future populations. 

ii) To  optimise the  provision of  affordable housing to meet local needs. 

iii) To deliver the infrastructure, services and facilities required to meet the needs of the population of the District of Blaby including those arising from growth and to make services accessible to all. 

iv) To maximise sport and recreation opportunities. 

Environmental Objectives 

v) To improve the design quality of all new developments in the District including the need to design out crime. 

vi) To protect the important areas of the District's natural environment (species and habitats), landscape and geology and to improve bio-diversity and wildlife habitats and corridors through the design 
of new developments and through the management of existing areas by working with partners. 
vii) To balance the need to preserve and enhance the cultural heritage of the District with the need for growth. 

viii) To help minimise energy use and use of valuable resources and to encourage renewable energy resources in suitable locations. 

ix) To help minimise the risk of flooding (and other hazards) to property and people. 

Economic objectives 

x) To provide the appropriate quantity, quality and mix of employment opportunities to meet the needs of the District's current and future populations, and to meet strategic employment, education and 
training needs 
xi) To deliver the transport needs of the District and to encourage and develop the use of more sustainable forms of transport (Including walking, cycling and public transport). 

xii) To maintain, and where appropriate improve, the position of retail centres within the retail hierarchy. To make sure that the existing centres, primarily Blaby Town Centre have opportunities to grow 
in order to enhance their vitality and viability and to prevent expansion of out of town centres (I ncluding the Motorways Retail Area) where there is a demonstrable negative impact on existing centres 
and  / or there is no need for additional retail facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cl 
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BLABY DI STRI CTCOUNCIL CORESTRATEGY 
OBJECTI VES COMPATI BI LITY MATRIX 

 
 Key  

Highly I ./  Po tentially -]   j(  Potentially I j(j(  Highly 
Compatible Compatible I Neutral I  In compatible  Incompatible 

Blaby 
SA Objectives 

Blaby Core Strat egy Spatial Objectives 
 

Comment on Compatibility between Blaby Core Strateg y Objectives and SA 
Objectives i) ii) iii) iv) v) vi) vii) viii) ix) x)  xi) xii) 

1. To ensure the provision of decent 
and  affordablehousingthat meets 

localneedsandlinksintothe 
provisionof services. 

 
././ 

 
././ 

 
./ 

 
./ - - - - -  

- 
 

./ 
 

./ 
Core Strategyobjectives I) and ii) are highly compatible with this SA objective, as they focus 

on provision of housing to meet local needs. Objectives iii), xi) and xii) may help to link 
housing with services.Objective iv) may help to improvethe quailty of housing, thus 

contributing towardsdecent homes. 

 
2.Toimprovehealthandreduce 
health inequaitlies bypromoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting health 
and providing accessto health 

services. 

 

./ 

 

./ 

 

./ ./ 

 

././ 

 

./ - - 
 

./ 

 

./ - 
 

./ - 
Core Strategy objective iv) is highly compatible with this SA objective as maximising of sport 
andrecreation activities will help toencourage healthylifestyles. Objectiveiii) willhelp to 
improve accessto healthservices.Objectives I), ii) andv) may help toensure peoplehave 
decentplacesto live,thus protecting health. Objective viii) may help to reduce fuel poverty 
and potentially reduceassociated health problems. Objective ix) may help to protect people's 
health through minimising hazards. Objective xi) may encourage walkingand cycling as part of 

a  healthy  lifestyle. 

 
3  To providebetter opportunities for - 

 
./ 

 
./ ./ 

 
./ 

 
./ - - - - 

 
./ - 

Core Strategy objectiveiv) is highly compatible with this SA objective as it will help to 
maximiserecreaitonopportunities.Objectivesiii)andxi}may helpto ensureaccessto cultural 

and recreation activities. Objective v) may help to enhancelocal heritage through good design. 
Objectivevi) isalsopotentially compaitbleasprotection andenhancementofcultural heritage 

may Improveopportunitiesfor peopleto accessandunderstandthis. 

people to access and understand 
localheritage and participate in 

culturaland recreational  activities. 
- 

 
4. To improve community safety, 

reduce anti-social behaviour and the 
fear  of crime. - - - 

 
./ 

 
././ - - - - - - - 

Core Strategy objective v) is highly compatbi le with this SA objective as it aims to encouarge 
crime reduction throughdesign. Objective Iv) seeks to Incr easesport and recreation 

opportunitieswhich may help to reduce anti-social behaviour and potentially crime, particularly 
among younger agegroups. 

 
5. To promoteand supportthe 

empowerment of local communities 
in creating and implementing 

solutions that meet their needs 
focusingparticularly on young, 
elderly and deprived peopel . 

 

./ 

 

./ 

 

./ 

 

./ - - - - - 
 

./ 

 

./ - 
 
 
 
A number of Core Strategyobjectives are potentiallycompaitble with thisSA objective as 

they present opportunities to promote communityinvolvement inmeeting people's 
needs. 

6. Toprotect andenhance the 
naturalenvironment (speciesand 
habitats) whilstcontributingto the 

achievement of BAP targets. 

 

j( 

 
j( 

  

j( - -  
././ - - - 

 
j( - - 

Core Strategy objectives i}, i i}, iii) and x) are potentially incompatible with this SA objective as 
they may encouragedevelopment which could have an adverse effect upon the natural 
environment. However,objective vi) is highly compatiblewith protection of the natural 

environment. 

 
 

7. To conserve andenhancethe 
character, diversity and local 

distinctivenessof townsand villages 
inBlaby District. 

- - - - 
 
 

././ 

 
 

./ 

 
 

././ - - - - 
 
 

./ 

Core Strategyobjectives v) and vii) are highlycompatible with this SA obje ctive, as they aim 
to encourage high quality design and protectionof cultural heritage, both of which will help to 

preserve and enhance the character, diversity and distinctivenessof towns and villages. 
Objectivexii) willhelp to ensure appropriate levels of services and facilities In towns and 
villages, thus ensuring their vitality and viability, which may also contribute towards this 
objective. Protectionof the natural landscapeas set out within objective v) Is potentially 

compatible with protection of the character of towns and villages, as this is often influencedby 
the surrounding landscape. 

 
8. To preserve andenhance the 

character, appearance and setting of 
archaeological sites,  historic 

buildings, conservation sites,historic 
parks andother cultural assets. 

- - - - 
 

./ 
 

./ 
 

././ - 
 

./ - - - 
Core Strategy objectivevii)aims to protectandenhanceculturalheritageandistherefore 
higly compatible with this SA objective. Objective v) aims to improve design quality which may 

contributetowardsprotection andenhancementof cultural heritage.Protectionofthe 
natural landscapewill help to protect historic landscapes. Protection againstflooding may also 

help to protect historic buildings. 

 
 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 

distinctivenessof the rural landscape 
in the District. 

 
 
 

j( 

 
 
 

j( 

 
 
 

j( - 
 

./ 
 

./ ./ 

 
./ - - 

 
 

j( - - 
Core Strategy objectivesI}, Ii),iii} andx) arepotentially incompatible withprotectionof 

landscape as they may encourage developmenwt hich could have an adverse effect upon the 
natural landscape.However, objective vi) i s highly compaitble as i t aimsto protect Important 
areas of the naturalenvironment,includinglandscapes. Objectivesv) and vii) are both 

potentially compatible with this SA objective as they encourage good design and protection 
and enhancemenotf the historic envrionment which may help to protect landscape. 

 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resourcesand to Improve water 

quality. 

 
 
 

j( 

 
 
 

j( 

 
 
 

j( - - 
 

./ - - 
 

./ 

 
 
 

j( - - 
Core Strategy objectives I), ii), Iii} and x) are potentially incompatible with this SA objective as 

theymay encouraeg developmentwhich could have an adverse effect upon water resources. 
Objective vi) Is potentially compatible with this objective as it aims to protect the natural 

environment, which could Include water resources. Minimisingtherisk of flooding, as addressed 
by objectiveix) may also present opportunities to improvewater quality and  protect resources 

(e.g. through the use of sustainable drainage systems). 
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./ ././ useofvaluableresources.Objectivevi)Ispotentially  compatiblewithavoiding  pollution  of 
land, as It encouragesprotection of the natural environment, which will include green 

- - 

- - 
- - 

 
BLABY DISTRICTCOUNCIL CORE STRATEGY 

OBJECTIVES  COMPATIBILITY MATRIX 
 

Key Highly I ..,, Potentially  I Potentially   I  Highly 
 

Compatible Compatible Neutral I " Incompatible ""  I ncompatible 
 

Blaby  Core  Strategy Spatial Objectives Comment on Compatibilitybetween Blaby Core Strategy Objectivesand SA 
Objectives 

SAObjectives i) ii) iii) iv) v) vi) vii) viii) ix) x) xi) xii) 
 
 11. To improve air quality particularly 

 

Core Strategy objective xi) Is highly compatibl e with Improving air quality as i t aims to develop 
the use of more sustainable forms of transport such as public transport, walking and cycling 
(transport being the largest contributor to air quality problems in the District). ObjectivesIll) and 

 
through reducing transport related 

pollutants. - - - - ./ - - ././ ./ 
xii) will help to ensure appropraite levelsof services and facilitiesin towns and villages which 

may also reduce car use and impact positively on air quality. Objectiveviii) Is potentially 
compatible with this SA objective as minimising energy u se and encouragementof renewalbe 

energy resourcesmay help to reduce energy relatedair pollution. 
 

 
 
 
 

pollution of land. - - - - - - - - - - 
Core Strategy objectiveviii)  is highly compatible with this objective,  as It seeksto minimise the 

 
 

undeveloped areas. 
 
 

13. To minimiseenergy use and 
develop renewable energy resources. 

 
././ - - - - 

 
Core Strategy objective viii) Is highlycompaitble with this SA objective as it aims to minimise 

energy  useand encouragerenewable  energyresources. 

 
 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of ./ 

climatechange. - - ./ - ././ - - ././ - 
Core Strategyobjective viii) is highly compatiblewith tacklingclimatechange, asminimising 

energyuse and developing renewable energywill help to minimisegreenhousegas emissions 
assocaited with energy. Objective xi) is alsohighlycompatible with thisSA objective as 

encouragement o f alternativesto the privatecar will help to reduce transport related 
greenhousegasemissions.Objectiveiii} mayalso contributetowardsreducing car use through 
ensuring servicesand facilitiesare accessible to all. Protection of the natural environmentas 

 
 
 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the Impacts of 

climate  change. 
- - - ./ - - ././ - - - 

setoutwithinobjectivevi) mayalsocontributetowards tackling climatechange (e.g. 
prot ectionof woodland as carbon sinks). 

Core Strategy objective Ix} is highly compatible with this SA objective as It seeks to minimise 
the risk of flooding, whichis one of the largest potentialimpactsof climatechange. Objective 

vi) Is potentai lly compaitble as protection of the natur al environmentmay enable protection of 
floodplains. 

16. To Involve people, through Core Strategy objectivexi) Is highly compatible with this SA objective asdeveloping 
 

changes to lifestyleand at work, in 
preventing andminimisingadverse 

local, regional  and global 
- - - - ./ - - ././ ./ 

sustainable modes of transport will give people the opportunity to reduce their car use. 
Objectives Iii} and xii} will help to ensure appropriate levelsof services and facilitiesin towns 

and villages alsopotentially enabling peopleto reduce car use. Objectiveviii) Is alsopotentially 

environmental impacts. compatible as it may enable people to reduce their energy usage. 
 

17. To improve access to education 
and trainingfor children, young 

people and adult learners. 

 
././ - - - - - - ././ 

Core Strategy objective iii} is highly compatiblewith this SA obje ctive, as it aims to deliver 
servicesand facilities to meet theneeds of the population.Objective x) is also highly 

compatible with this objective as it seeks to meet education and training needs. 

18. To develop a strong culture of Core Strategy objective x) is highly compatible with this SA objective as It aims to providean 
enterprise and Innovation whilst 
providing accessto appropriate ./ 

employmentopportunities for the 
local people. 

- - - - - - 
 

././ ./ ./ 
appropriate quantity and mix of employment opportunities tomeet the District's needs. 

Objectives Iii}, xi) and xii) may also contribute towards employment opportunities and are 
therefore potentially compatible with this SA objective. 

 
Core Strategy objective vi} Is potentially incompatible with this SA objective as protection of 

some important wildlife areasmay restrict opportunitiesto make use of previousyl developed 
land(some brownfield sites have considerable wildlife value). However several other 

 
existing buildingsand Infrastructure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

' 

21. To minimise wasteand to 
Increase there-use and recycling of 

wastematerials. - - - - ./ - - ./ ./ - - - 
Core Strategy objective viii) is highly compatible with this objective, as it seeks to minimisethe 

use of valuableresourceswhich will help to minimisewaste. Core Strategy objective v) Is 
potentially compatible with this SA objective as ensuring high quality design may ensure 

buildingslast longer, thus savingresourcesand minimising waste. 

22. To Improve accessto services, 

particularly for thosewithout a car 
and for disabled, elderly and 

deprived people. 
 
 

23. To encourage and develop the 
useof public transport, cyclingand 

walking. 

 
./ ./ ./ 

 
 

./ ./ 

- - - - - - 

- - - - - - 

 
././ ./ 

 
 

././ ./ 

Core Strategy objectiveIii) Is highlycompatibl e with this SA objective as it aims to deliver 
servicesand facilities required to meet people'sneeds. Objective xi} Is also highly compatible as 

meetingtransport needs (particularly sustainable transport) will help to ensure accesisbility 
to services for all. Objectiveiv) will help to ensure accessto sport and recreation, while 

objective xii) will ensure retail In accessible locationsis protected. 
 

Core Strategy objectivexi) is highlycompaitblewith this SA objective as it focuses on 
developing sustainable formsof transport . Objectives Ill}, iv) and xii} are potentially compatible 

through increasing opportunities for people to walk, cycle and use public transport. 

Blaby 

12. Tomanage prudently mineral 
resourcesand avoid / reduce 

- - - - - - - 

- - 

- - 

- - ./ 

- - 
- - ./ 

- 
- - 

19.Tooptimisetheuseofpreviously 
developed land, buildings and 

existing infrastructure. 
./ ./ ./ - - j( - - - - ./ - ./  

objectives may present opportunities for the use of previouslydevelopedland, as well as 

20. To promote and ensure high 
 

construction. 
standards of sustainabledesignand 

 
 

./ 

 
 

./ 

 
 

./ 

 
 

./ 

 
 

./ ./ 

 

./ 

  

./ ./ 

 

./ 

 

./ 

 

./ 

 

./ 

Core Strategyobjectives v) and viii) are highlycompatible with this SA objective as they both 

compatible with ensuring high standards of sustainabledesign and construction. 

aim directly to encourage sustainabledesign  Several other objectives are potentially 
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Site A Site B SlteC 

acimiesIn Leicester andEnderby (the neares 

activities. Thedevelopment of a SUEon Site B may result In 

fr 

tt 

 
 
 

  Key  

fr Option moving towards achievement of SustainabilityAppraisal objective -0, Option moving away from achievementof Sustainability Appraisal objective 

 Unknol'm: depends on how optionwill be implemented  Neutral: norelationship with Sustainability Appraisal objective 

 
Alternative Options for the Location of Sustainable Urban Extenslon(s) (SUE) 

Sustainability Appraisal Anumber of smaller sites adjacent to the Principal 
Objectives Urban Area (PUA) 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 

Provision of a SUE on Sile A willcontribute Provision of SUEs adjacentto the PUA will 
towards provisionof housing in the districl.   Provision of a SUE on Site C accommodating up  contribute towards provisionof housing in the 

However, as Site A is smaller, additional housing Provisionof a SUE on Site B accommodating upto  to 5000 homes will contribute significantly towards  districl. Provision of a SUEs adjacentto the PUA 
willneed tobeprovided elsewhere to meet the  3500 homes \' Ii contribute slgnificantly towards   provision of housingin thedistrict. willhelp to link housing in with service provision. 

1. To ensure the  RSShousing requirement.  provision of housing in the dlstricl.  A proportion of affordable housing should be  However, provision of SUEs on a number of 
provision ofdecent and A proportionof affordable housing should be A proportion of affordable housing should be provided  andhousing achievinghigh standards smaller sttes may limit theprovisionof larger/ 
affordable housing that provided andhousingachieving high standards 
meetslocal needsand under the CSHshould be sought (e.g. CodeLevel 

providedand hOuslng achieving high standards 
fr underthe CSH shouldbe sought (e.g. Code Level 

under the CSH should be sought (e.g. Code Level more diverse services as opposed to provisionof 
3 or above) where possible. a SUE onone site. 

links into theprovision of 3 or above) where possible. 3or above) wherepossible. Services shouldbe providedas part of the SUE to Aproportionof  affordablehousingshouldbe 
services.  Services could be provided as part of the SUE to Services should beprovided as part of the SUE lo accommodate the Increase  in population.The size  provided and housing achieving highstandards 

accommodate theIncrease in population. However   accommodate the increase in population. of this site provides opportunities for larger I more under the CSHshould be sought (e.g. Code Level 
there maybe less opportunity forservice provision  However, this site maynotbe large enough to  diverse service provision as part of the SUE   3 or above) where possible. 

given the smaller size of the SUE. For example, support asecondary school. comparedvhth Sites A and 8, including a Services should be provided as partof the SUEto 
the site Is unlikelyto be largeenough to support a   secondary school.  accommodatetheincreaseInpopulation. 

secondary school. 
 
 

Provision of a SUEon Site A will enable future Provisionof a SUEon Site C1•.ill enab le future 
residents to access existing health care facilities. residents to access existing health care facilities. 
The nearest GP surgery, NHS dentist and NHS Thenearest GP surgeries anddentists are In Provision of SUEs adjacent to the PUA vnll enable 

2. To improve health and hospitalarein Glenfield. There may be a need to  Provision of a SUE on Site B will enable future LeicesterForest East. The nearest hospitals are In Mureresidents  to access  existing health care reduce healthInequalities develop additional health care facilities to support residents to access existing heallhcare facilities.  Glenfield/ Leicester city centre. However, there facilities  andplay and open spacein Leicester. bypromoting healthy the increased population. However, there may be The nearest GP surgery and NHS dentist are In 
lifestyles.protecting less opportunityfor serviceprovision given the LeicesterForest Easl. Thenearest hospital Is In 

will be a need to develop additional health care  However, there maybe a need to develop facilities to support the increased population. Site additional health care facilities to support the 
healthandproviding  smaller size of the SUE. Glenfield. However, therev.ill be aneed to develop  C should be of sufficient sizetoachieve this.  increasedpopulationandthere may beless 

access to health Given theproximity of the site to an AOMA, poor  additionalheallh care facilitiesto support the Given theproximityof the site to an AQMA. poor opportunitiesforprovisionofhealthcare services 
services. air quality could have an adverse effect upon the increased population. air quality could havean adverseeffect upon the as opposed to provision of a SUE onone site. healthof newresidentsof the SUE. Air quality   health of newresidents of the SUE. Air quality 

assessments vhll be required prior to development assessmentswillberequired prior to development 
and appropriate mitigation implemented.  and appropriate mitigationimplemented. 

 
 

Provision of a SUE on Site B v.ill enable future Provision of a SUE on Site C may enable future 

Provision or a SUE on Site A \•nil enable fulure residents to access culturaland recreational f 
residentsto access cultural andrecreational

t Provision of SUEs adjacentto the PUA \•nil enable 

3. To provide better 
opportunities forpeople to access and 

residents to access cultural and recreational 
ifnacGillietiensfiIelndL).eHicoewsetvere(rt,htehenereairseslikt leeliystuorebeceanntreeeIsd 

facilitiesin LeicesterandEnderby (the nearest 
leisure centres are in Braunstone Town/ Enderby). 
Howevernon-car Jin ks to Braunstone andEnderby 

leisure centresarein Enderby/ BraunsloneTovm). future residents to access cultural and recreational 
HthoewMe6v0e.rTnhoenr-ecawrillilnbkesatonEeneddetorbdyeavreelorepsatrdidcitteiodnbayl  fanceileitdietsoindeLveeicleopstaedr.dHitioovn,aelvleeirs, uthreerfeacmiliatiyebsetoa 

understand local heritage 8 to develop additionalor improvedleisure facilities 
arerestrictedby the Mt andM6g. There Is likely to leisure facilities to support the increased support the increased population and there maybe 

andparticipate In cultural   to support theincreasedpopulation. be a need todevelop additional or Improvedleisure  population.  less opportunities for provision of leisureand and recreational However there may be lessopportunity for service facilitiesto support the increased population. There Is an opportunity to incorporate the cultural facilitiesas opposed to provision of a SUE 
provision given the smaller size of the SUE. Lubbesthorpe MedievalSettlement remains Into on one site. 

I aloss of KingstandGollCourse, whichmayhave theSUE as an educational resource, to promote 
an adverse ellect uponthisobjective.  awareness of local heritage. 

To improve community Provision of a SUE mayhavean effect on crime Provision of a SUE mayhave aneffect oncrime Provision of a SUE mayhave anellect on crime Provisionof SUEs may have an elfect on crime 
 
 safety, reduce anti-social andcommunity safety. It Is Importantlo consider i andcommunity safety. It Is Important to consider and community safety. It Is important to consider and community safety.It Is importantto  consider 4. 

behaviour and the fearof 
crime. 

 
5. To promote and 

support  the 

ceommpmouwneitrimeseinntcorfelaotcinagl 

and implementing 
solutions that meet their 

needs focusing 
particularly onyoung, 

 
thepotentialtoreduce crime throughdesign. lhepotential to reduce crime throughdesign. thepotential to reduce crime throughdesign. the potential to reduce crime throughdesign. 

 
 
 

It Is importantto ensure that allgroups vhthlnlocal It is important to ensure that allgroups \•.i thin local I tis important to ensure thatall groupsv.ithin Jocat I t is import ant to ensure that all groups\•hthinlocal 

communitiesareconsultedand givenopportunities communities areconsultedandgiven opportunities communitiesareconsulted andgiven opportunities communities are consulted andgiven opportunities 
to Input Into the planning and design of the SUE. to Input Into the planning anddesign of theSUE. toinputintotheplanning anddesign of the SUE. toinput intotheplanninganddesignof theSUEs. 

elderly and deprived 1, 
peopl e. 
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Su stainability Appralsal 
Obj ectives 

Alternative Option s for the Location or Sustain able Urban Extenslon(s) (SUE) 
 

Site A 
 

Site s   
Site C A number of smaller sites adjacent to the Principal 

Urban Area (PUA) 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Toprotect and 
enhance thenatural 
environment (species 
andhabitats) whilst 

contributingto the 
achievement of 

Biodiversity 
ActionPlan (BAP) 

targets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

,0. 

 
 
 

Conslructionof a SUE on Site A Is likelyto have 
some adverse effects uponwildlife sites, BAP 

habitats and species, and\' ldlilecorridorsbolh  1A• 
thin and nearby the site. Importantfeatures within 
thesite whichcould be lost I affected include a 
ParishLevel Wildlfie Stte, lov and meadowBAP 

habitat, and Rolhley Brook and Kirby Brook which 
act as wildlife corridors. Thereis also a Local 

Wildlife Sile adjacent to the site (at Westem Parle 
Golf  Course). 

Theincreasedpopulation may also have an 
Indirect effect upon wider biodiversity, for example 

through recreational pressures(e.g. increased 
visitors to the nearby Kirby Frith LNR). 

BAP habitats andareas of ecological interest 
should beprotectedwhere possible and 

opportunilles toenhancebiodiversity in the area 
should besought. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

,0. 

 
 

Construction of a SUE on Site B Is likelyto have 
some adverse effects upon wildlife sites, BAP 
habttals and species, andwildlife corridors both 

1·lhin and nearby the site. Importantfeatures 
vnthin the site which could belostI affected include 
the Links Local Wildlife Site, a pond designated as 

a District Level Wildlife Sile, two Parish Level 
Wildlife Siles plus species richhedgerows {BAP 
habitats) and three brooks which act as 1A• ldl ife 

corridors. The site Is also adjacent lo Kirby Muxloe 
Golf Course, part of which is a Local Wildlife Site. 

The Increased population may alsohavean 
Indirect effect uponbiodiversity, for example 
through recreational pressures (e.g. increased 

visitors to  the nearby Kirby Frith LNR). 
BAPhabitats and areasof ecologicalInterest 
should be protected where possible and 

opportunities to enhance biodiversityin the area 
shouldbe sought. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

,0. 

 
 
 
 

Construction of a SUE on Site C is likelytohave 
some adverse effects upon1•Aldlife si tes, BAP 
habttals and species, and vnldlrie corridors bolh 
vnthln and nearby the site.Important features 

within the site which could be lost I affected include 
a numberof Parish Level Wildlife Sites and 

species-rich hedgerows andbrooks whichact as 
vnldilfe corridors. The increased population may 
alsohave an Indirecteffect upon biodiversity,for 
example throughrecrea tionalpressures (e.g. 

increased visitorslo the nearby Ayteslone 
Meadows LNR). 

BAP habitats and areas of ecologicalinterest 
should be protected where possibleand 

opportunliles to enhance blodiversily in thearea 
should be sough!. 

  
 
 
 
Constructionof SUEs adjacent lo the PUAIs likely 
to havesome adverse effects upon habitats and 

species due to the scale of developmentrequired. 
Using a number of smaller sites mayreduce the 
pressureon a single location, but may alsomean 
that effects on biodiversity are more widespread. 
TI1isdepends upon the biodiversity value of the 

sitesproposed. 
The Increased population may also have an 
indirect effect uponbiodiversity,forexample 

through  recreational  pressures. 
BAP habitatsand areas of ecological inleresl 

should beprotected where possible and 
opportunities lo enhance biodiversity in the area 

should be sough!. 

 
 
 

7. To conserve and 
enhancethe character, 

diversity and local 
distinctiveness of lol'ms 
and vil!ages in Blaby 

district. 

 
 
 

,0. 

 
 
 

Provisionof a SUE on Sile Al'AII result In partial 
loss of theexistingGreen Wedge in thisarea. This 
ma y have anadverse effect upon thecharacter 

and distinctivenessof Glenfield and Kirby Muxloe. 
Thedevelopment shouldbe designed sensitively 

and  in  keeping1•Ath  the surroundingarea. 

  
 
 

Provisionof a SUE onSile B1•AII res ult In loss of 
countryside In this area. This may havean adverse 

effect upon the character and distinctiveness or 
Leicester Forest East and Kirby Muxloe. 

The development should be designedsensitively 
andin keeping Ynlh thesurrounding area. 

  
 
 

Provisionof a SUE on Sile C1•AII result In 
significant loss of countryside in this area. This 
mayhave anadverse effect upon thecharacter 
and distinctivenessof Leicester Forest Easl. 

The development should be designedsensitively 
andin keeping 1A• l h the surrounding area. 

  
Provision of SUEs adjacent lo the PUA Islikely to 
result In loss of countryside or GreenWedge in this 
area. This may have an adverse effect upon the 

character anddistinctivenessof nearby 
selllemenls, depending upon thelocationof 

development. SUEs on a number of smaller sites 
mayhavea smaller impact but this maybe 

dispersedac(Oss a larger area 
Anydevelopment should be designed sensitively 

andin keeping1•Ath the surrounding area. 

 
 
 

8. To preserveand 
enhancethe character 

and appearance of 
archaeological sites, 

historicbuildings, 
conservation sites, 

historic parks andother 
cultural assets. 

  
Constructionof a SUE on Sile A could havean 
effect uponthe selling of the Moated Sileand 
Garden at Glenfield, which is a Scheduled 

Monument,just eastof thesite. Thedevelopment 
couldalsoaffect the selling of KirbyMuxloe 

Castle, which is alsoa Scheduled Monument. 
however thisIs separated from the site by theMt. 
The development could alsohavean effect upon 
any unkno\'111 ar chaeologci al featureswhich could 
be present. Anarchaeologicalassessment should 

be undertaken prior to developmenland 
appropriate mitigation {e.g. relenllon of assets in 

sttu) implemented. 

  
 
 

Construction of a SUE on SileB could have an 
effect upon thesetting of theRabbit Warren 

ScheduledMonument just to thesouth east of the 
site. Thedevelopmentcouldalsohave an effect 
upon any unknown archaeool gical featureswhich 
could be present. An archaeool gical assessment 
should be undertaken prior to development and 

appropriate mitigation (e.g. retention of assets in 
situ) Implemented. 

 
 
 
 

,0. 

 
Construction of a SUE on SileC Is likelytohave 

an adverse effect upon the setting of the 
LubbesthorpeMedei val Settlement Remains al 

Abbey Farm which is a ScheduledMonument 
withinthe site boundary. The Rabbit Warren 
ScheduledMonumentIsalsolocatedjust outside 
thewesternboundary of thesitewhichcouldbe 
affected. Thedevelopmentcould also havean 

effect upon any unknovmarchaeologcialfeatures 
which could be present. Anarchaeoloigcal 

assessment should be undertaken prior to 
development and appropriatemitigation (e.g. 

retention or assets In situ) Implemented. 
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Construction of SUEs adjacent to the PUA could 

have aneffect upon anyknown or unknovm historic 
and archaeological features on the site. This 
depends upon thehistoric value or the sites 

proposed. An archaeological assessment should be 
undertaken prior lo development and 

appropriatemitigation (e.g. retentionof  assets in 
situ) Implemented. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9 . To conserve and 
enhance thecharacter, 

diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the 
rural landscape in the 

district. 

  
Provisionof a SUE on Sile A will resultIn partial 
loss of theexisting Green Wedgeinthisarea. 

T his  si te is 1A•thin the Rolh!ey Brook Fringe 
Landscape Character Area, which Is heavily 
influenced byurban fringe activities including 
industrial development towards the edges of 
Rolhley Brook. Change vnthln this landscape 

character area could improve and strengthen the 
landscapecharacter. However the placement of 
the SUE within this landscape would needlo 

ensure that bothphysical andvisual coalescence 
between Glenfield andKirby Muxloe is prevented. 
A landscape assessment should beundertaken 
prior to development and appropriate mitigation 

{e.g. planting) Implemented lo minimise effects. 

 
 
 
 

,0. 

 
 
 

Provision of a SUE on Site B will result in loss of 
countryside In lhis area. ThisIs likelylo have an 
adverse effect upon the rural landscape In this 
area. This site Is vnthinthe ThurfaslonRolling 

Farmland LandscapeCharacter Area. The area Is 
characterisedby gently rolling farmland andlong 
distance views. The area has sparse vegetation 
and any change Is likelylo behighly visible. A 

landscapeassessment should be undertaken prior 
lo developmentandappropriate mitigation (e.g. 

planting) implemented lo minimise effects. 

 
 
 
 

,0. 

 
Provision of a SUE on Site C l'nll result in 

significantloss of countryside in this area. ThisIs 
likelytohave anadverse effect upon therural 
landscapeIn this area. This site Is 1•nthln the 

Lubbesthorpe AgriculturalParklandlandscape 
Character Area. The land has a numberof 

distinctive pockets of woodland andretainsa 
strong landscape character. 

The land Is also locally higher than theedges of 
Leicester and development could increase the 

visual prominence vnthin thewider 
landscape. A landscape assessment shouldbe 
undertaken prior to development and appropriate 
mitigation {e.g. planting) implementedl o minimise 

effects. 

 
 
 
 

,0. 

 
 
, 

 
 

Provision of a number of SUEs adjacentlo U1e 
PUAIs likely to result in loss of countryside In this 
area. This mayhave an adverse effect upon the 
rural landscape and may affect more than one 

character area, depending upon the sites 
proposed. 

A landscapeassessment should be undertaken 
prior lo development and appropriate mitigation 
(e.g. planting) implemented to minimiseeffects. 

 
 
 
 
 

10. To manage prudently 
waler resources and to 
Improve waterquality. 

 
 
 

,0. 

 

Provision of a SUE,•All Increasethe demand for 
water in the district, which 1A•II putpressure on 

waler supply. Opportunities for minimising water 
consumption associated1•Ath new homes {e.g. use 

of rainwater recycling) should be sought where 
possible. The capacityof waste waler treatmen t 
works also needslo  be takeninto consideration. 
Construction ofa SUEmay alsoaffect qualityof 
surface water{includingKirby Brook and Rothley 

Brook) and groundwater. 
Consider use or SuDS techniques. 

 
 
 

,0. 

 

Provision of a SUEwill Increase the demand for 
water in the district, which 1•nll put pressure on 

water supply. Opportunities for minimising waler 
consumption associated with new homes {e.g. use 

of rainwat er recycting) should be sought where 
possible. The capacity of waste water treatment 
works also needs to be takeninto consideratio.n 

Construction of a SUE may also affect waler 
quality (lnctuding Kirby Brook andThe Links Brook) 

and groundwater. 
Consider use of SuDS techniques. 

 
 
 

,0. 

 
Provision of a SUE, particularlyone of thisscale, 
YnllsignificantlyIncreasethedemandfor waterin 
thedistrict,whichwill putpressureonwater supply. 
Opportunities for minimisingwater consumption 
associatedl'Athnewhomes {e.g. useofrainwater 
recycling) should be sought where possible.The 
capacity of waste waler treatmentworlcs also 

needs to be taken Into consideration. 
Constructionof a SUE may alsoaffect waler 
quality (inctuding a tributary of Lubbeslhorpe 

Brook)  andgroundwater. 
Consider use of SuDS techniques. 

 
 
 

,0. 

 
 

Provision of SUEsl'nllincrease the demandfor 
water in the district, whichwill put pressure on 

waler supply. Thecapacity of waste water 
treatment works also needsl o be taken Into 

con sideration. 
Construction of a SUE may also affect water 
quality and consideration should be given lo 

minimising any suchimpacts follol'Ang 
Environment Agency guidelines. 

Consider useof SuDS techniques. 
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Forest East totheeast of thesiteIs designated as 1 inthedistrict. 

-0, 

-0, D se 

use and develop theSUE, particolartygiven the sizeof the a number of smaller sites ralher thanone large 

-0, Climate change impacts will needto be undertaken 

 
 

 
 
 

Sustainabili ty Appraisal 
Objecti ves 

Site A
 

Alternative Options for the Location of Sustainable Urban Extenslon(s) (SUE) 
 

Slte B SiteC 

 
A number of small er sit es adjacent to the Principal 

Urban Area (PUA) 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 

 
Provision of a SUE may result inincreasedair Provisionof aSUE may result in increasedair 

 
 
 
 
 

11. Toimproveair quality 

pollution both duringconstruction and once 
operational(e.g. throughincreasedtraffic and 

increased  energy consumption). 
A section of theM1 corridor to the west of the site 
and a sectionof the A50 to the north of site are 

designated as AQMAs.Development of theSUE is 
likely toincreasetrafficontheseroadsandmay 

Provision of a SUE may result In increased air  pollution bothduring construction and once Provision of SUEs may result in increased air 
poliutlon both during construction and once operational (e.g. lhrough increasedtrafficand pollutionbothduring construction and once 

operational (e.g. through increased traffic and   increasedenergy consumption). operational (e.g. through increased traffic and 
increasedenergy consumption). A section of theM1 corridor to the east of the site  increased energy consumption). Depending upon 

A sectionof theM1 corridor beyondLeicester  is designatedasa AQMA. Developmentof the thelocationschosen, thiscouldaffect the AQMAs 
SUEIslikely toincreasetraffic on the M  andmay 

a AQMA. Developmentof theSUE may increase -0, thereforehaveanadverse effect onair quality. Arangeof services, plusnewhighqualitypublic 
particoiarty through re ted therefore have an adverse effect on air quality. traffic on theM1 and may thereforehave an Giventhe proximity tothe M1 AQMA, poor air transport links should be provided to reduce the 

ducing transportrela 
poliulants. 

Given theproximity to the M1 AOMA, poor air adverse effect on air quality.Air quality qualitycould also affect new residents of lhe SUE. 
 

need for residents totravel by car. However, 
quality could also affect new residents of the SUE. 

Airquality assessments will berequired prior to 
development and appropriale mitigation 

Implemented. 
A range of services,plusnewhigh qualitypublic 
transportlinks should be provided to reduce the 

needforresidentsto  travel by car. 

assessments will berequiredprior to development Air quality assessments will be required prior to provisionof SUEson a number of smallersites 
andappropriatemitigationImplemented.  developmenl and appropriate mitigation may limil theprovisionof larger / morediverse 

A rangeof services, plus newhigh quafitypublic implemented. services  andpublictransport infrastructureas 
transport links should beprovided to reduce the A range of services, plus newhigh quality public opposed to provision of a SUE onone site. 

need for residents to travel by car. lransportlinksshou!d  be  providedto reducethe 
need for residents to travel by car. 

Provision of SUEs adjacentto the PUAis likely to 

Provision of a SUE al Site A 1• 11 In volve significant Provision of a SUE al Sile B wm involve significant Provisionof a SUE at Site C will involve significant involve significant developmentof greenfiedl  land, 
developme nt of greenfield land, which will result in development of greenfiedl  land, which1' 11 r es  u lt in development of greenfield land, whic,h  •nil re sult in which will resultIn pollution of previously 

12. Tomanage prudently 
mineral resourcesand -0, 

po ll u tionof previouslyundevelopedland. 
Development of a SUEIs alsolikely toincrease 

po ll uti on of previouslyundevelopedland. 
evelopment of a SUE Is also likely toIncrea 

po!lutionof previously undevelopedland. 
Development of a SUE, particularly one of this 

un developed land. 
Development of a SUE is also likely to increase 

avoid / reducepollulion of 
land. 

useof mineralresources. Opportunities tore-use use of mineral resources. Opportunitiesto re-use scale, willincreaseuseof mineral resources. useormineralresources.Opportunities   tore-use 

mineral resources inconstruction should be sought mineralresourcesinconstructionshould be sought  Opportunitiesto re-use mineral resourcesin mineral resources In construction should be sought 

whereverpossib!e. whereverpossible. constructionshouldbe sought wherever possible. whereverpossible. 

 
 
 
 

Provision of a SUE at Site A will increase the 

 
Provisionof a SUE at Site C, particolartyone of 
this scale, will significantlyincreasethedemand for Provisionof SUEs adjacenttothePUA will 

demand for energyin thedistrict. Provision of a SUE at Site Bl'nll increasethe energyIn thedistrict. increasethe demandfor energyIn thedistrict. 

13. To minimise energy 

renewable energy 8 
Tohnesreitemraenybewelaebsleseonpeprogrytudneitvieeslofpomrperonvt/isCioHnPof 

i 
There demand for energyin the district. may be opportunitei s for provision of 

the SUE. 

onsite 

8 
Trehneerewmabalyebeeneorpgpyodrteuvneitlioepsmfoer nptrIoCviHsPionasopf oanrtsoitfe 

onTshiteerreemneawyabbeleleesnseorgpypodretuvneliotepismfoernpt /roCvHisPiounsoinfg 

proposeddevelopment. Site C is close toa site. 
resources. size of Sile A. 

Newbuildings shouldbe highly energy efficient and 
include technologiessuch as solar panels to 

minimise energy consumption. 

New buildings shouldbe highlyenergy efficient and  potential site for windenergy, so theremay be Newbuildingsshouldbe highlyenergy  efficientand 
Include technologiessuchas solar panels to   opportunities to linkthe two. lnciude technologies such as solar panels to 

minimiseenergy consumption. Newbuildings shouldbehighlyenergyefficient and minimiseenergy consump tion. 
include technologiessuch as solar panels to 

minimise  energy consumption. 

 
 

Provision of a SUE mayresult In Increased Provisionof a SUE mayresult In Increased 
Provision of a SUE may result in increased Provision of SUEs may result In Increased 

 
 

14. Toreduce 

greenhouse gas emissions (e.g. through Increased 
traffic and increasedenergy  consumption). 

A range of services,plusnewhigh qualitypublic 
transponretelidnkfosrsrheosiudlednbtseptorotrvaidveeldbtyocraerd. uce the 

greenhousegas emissions (e.g. throughincreased 
traffic andIncreasedenergy consump tion). 

tArarnasnpgoertolifnskesrvsihcoeusl,dpbleusprnoevwidheidghl oqureadliutyceputhbelic 

greenhouse gas emissions (e.g. through increased greenhouse gasemissions (e.g. throughincreased 
trafficand increasedenergyconsumption). traffic andincreased energy consumption). 

A rangeof services, plus new high qualitypublic A range of services,  plusnewhighquality public 
transportlinks should be provided toreducethe transport links shouldbeprovided lo reduce lh e 

need for residents to travel bycar. need for residents to travel by car. 
greenhouse gas t There may be less opportunitiesfor provision of need for residents to travel by car. There may be opportunilies for prov ision of onsite 8 There may be lessopportunities for provisionof 

emissionsto mitigate the onsile renewable energy development / CHP There maybe opportunities for provision of onsite renewable energy development / CHP as part of onsile renewableenergy development / CHP and 
rateof climatechange. compared1• thSitesB and C given the size of the renewable energy developmentI  CHPas part of the SUE, particolarlygiven the size of the public transport Infrastructureusing a number of 

proposed development.  the SUE.  proposed development.  smaller sitesrather thanone large site. 

Newbuildings shouldbe highlyenergy efficientand Newbuildings shouldbehighlyenergyefficient and New buildings should behighlyenergy efficient and Newbuildingsshouldbehighlyenergy   efficientand 
include technologies such as solar panels to include technologies such as solar panels to lnciude technologi es such as solar panels to  include technologies such as solar panels to 

minimiseenergy consumption. minimiseenergyconsumplion. minimise energy consumplion. minimiseenergy consumption. 

 
Development of a SUE on Site A has potential to 
increase surface water run-off andincrease the Development of a SUE on SiteC has potential to 
risk of flooding. A significant part of the site Is increase surface water run--0ff andincreasethe 

within the floodplain and the SFRA ldenlifies that Development of a SUE on Site B could increase risk of flooding. Part of the south east comer of the Development of SUEs adjacentto thePUA may 
surface waterrun-off may be anissue due to the  surface waler run-off and increase therisk or site is 1• lhln thefloodplain and the SFRA idenlifies also Increase surface water run-off andincrease 

15. To avo:d wetclay soil. A site specific FRA considering flooding, as the site is greenfield. A site specific that surface waler run-off may be an issuedue to the risk of flooding.A site specific FRA considering 
developmentin the 

floodplainandreducethe 
clima te change impact 1n•ll need to be undertaken FRA considering climate change Imp acts should !he wet clay soil. A site specific FRA considering climate change impacts should be undertakenprior prior to development andappropriatemitigalion  be undertaken prior to development and   to developmentand appropriate mitigation 

impactsof climate  Implemented. SuDS teclmiquesshou!d be  appropriate miligalion implemented. prior to development and appropriate mitigalion Implemented.  All buildings should inciude cl imate 
change. investigated and careful considerationgiven to the All buildingsshouldIncludeclimate change  implemented. SuDS techniques should be  change adaptationmeasures (e.g. provision of 

layout of site(i.e. avoid vulnerabledevelopment adaptalion measures (e.g.provision of features to  investigated. featuresto promotecooling  in summer). 
near watercourses).  promote cooling in summer). All buildings shouldinclude climate change 

All buildings should Include climate change adaptationmeasures(e.g. provision of features to 
adaptation measures(e.g. provision of features to  promote cooling in summer). 

promote cooling insummer). 
 

16. To involve people, 
through changes to Provision of a SUE may present opportunilies to Provisionof a SUE may present opportunities to Provision or a SUE may present opportunities to Provision of SUEsmaypresent opportunities to 

lifestyle and at work, In  involve newresidentsInreducing their  Involvenewresidentsinreducingtheir  involve newresidents inreducing their  involvenewresidentsinreducingtheir 
preventing and environmental impacts (e.g. provisionof public 8 environmental Impacts (e.g. provisionof public  i environmental Impacts (e.g. provision of public environmentalImpacts (e.g. provision of public 

minimisingadverselocal, transport links to reducecaruse, provision of transport links to reduce car use, provision of transportlinkstoreduce car use, provision of transporttinks to reduce car use, provision of 

regional andglobal  recycling facililies etc.).  recyclingfacilitiesetc.).  recyclingfacilities etc.).  recycling facilities etc.). 
environmental Impacts. 

 
 
 

D3 

-0, -0, 

compare,d ·nlh Sites B and C given the smaller 
renewable energy development/ CHP as part of 

-0, 
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Leicester Forest East and Kirby Muxloe. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sustain abllity Appraisal 
Objectives Site A 

Alternative Options for the Locatio n of Sustainable Urban Extenslon(s} (SUE) 

Site B Site C 

 
A number or smaller sites adjacent to the Principal 

Urban Area(PUA) 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 

Provision of a SUEon Site A will enab!e future Provision of a SUE  onSite B will enable future 
residents to access existingprimary schools in residents to access existing primaryschools in 
Glenfield and Kirby Muxloe, and secondary 

t 7. To Improve access to educationat  Groby CommunityCollege(which also Secondary schools and adult education faciltties 

 
Provision of a SUEonSiteCwillenab!e future 

residents to access existing primary and 
AdsuelcteodnudcaarytiosncihsoaovlsaiinlaBbrleauantsBtoroncekainngdtEonndCeorblleyg. e 

Provisionof SUEs adjacent to the PUA will enable 
future residents to access existing educational 
facilities In Leicester. There may be a need to 

develop ad<frtional educalionalfacilttiesto support 
educationand trainingfor 

children, young people 
provides adult learning). There may be a need to 
developadditional educational facilities tosupport 

are further afield, the nearest being located In 
Braunstone, Desford and Glenfield. There will be a 'fr  inEnderby. Therewillbea needto develop 

additional  educational  facilities to support the 
theincrnased popu!alion,howeverprovisionof 
SUEsonseveralsmaller sites maylimit the 

andadult learners. the increased population.However, there may be need to develop additional educational facilitiesto increasedpopulation. 5,000 houses wouldbe provisionof  larger/  more  diverse educational 
less opportunityfor new education provision given 

support theIncreasedpopulation. However, 3,500
 

houses maynotbe enough to support provision of enough to support a secondary school onsile. 
facilitiesas opposed toprovisionof a SUE on one 

site. 
the smaller sizeof the SUE. anew secondary school.  

Provision of a SUE onSiteC, accommodating up Provisionor SUEswill result in a significant 
to 5000homes, is likely toresult In a significant increaseIn the populationof thedistrict. Thismay 

Provisionof a SUE on Site A is likely toresult ina Provision or a SUE on SiteB, accommodatingup increasein the populationof thedistrict.Thismay providea workforce fornewandexisting 
16. To develop a strong significant Increase in thepopulation of the district. to 3500 homes, Is rikely to result in a significant provide a workforce for new and existing businesses but may also increase demand for 
culture of enterprise and increase In the population of the district. This may businessesbut may alsoincreasedemand for locallybasedJobs. 

innovation whilst 
providing access l o 

appropriate employment 
opportunities for local 

people. 

This mayprovidea workforce for new and existing 
businesses but may also increase demand for 

locallybased Jobs. 
Site A hasgoodaccess to employment 

opportunilies in Leicester. Employment provision 
may also be providedas part of the SUE. 

provide a workforcefor new and existing locallybasedjobs. 

businesses but may also increase demand for 'fr  Site C has excellent access to employment 
locally based Jobs.  opportunities(Including at the Meridian Business 

SiteB hasrelatively goodaccess toemployment ParkandGroveFarm  Triangle) andfurther afield 
opportunities InLeicester.Employmentprovision  in Leicester. Employment provision may also be 

Provision of a SUE adjacent to the PUA should 
enable good access to employment opportunities 
in Leicester.  Employment  provision may  alsobe 
provided as part of the SUE, howeverthere may 
be less opporut nitiesfor incorporatingemployment 

may also be provided as part of the SUE. provided as part of the SUE. Sufficient land exists provision with smaller sites as opposed to one 
within Site C to provide employment opportuntties largesite. 

on site. 
 

Provisionof a SUE on SiteC presentslimited Provisionof SUEsadjacentto thePUAIs unlikely 
19. To optimise the use 
of previously developed -0, 

Provision of a SUE on Site A does not present 
opportunities to make use of previouslydeveloped 

Pro vision of a SUE on Site B does not present 
opportunitiesto make use of previously developed 

op portunities to make use of previously developed 
land, existing buildings andexisting infraslructure. 

tomake use of previously developed land and 
buildings and there are alsoanticipated to be 

land, buildings and 
existing Infrastructure. 

 
 
 

20. To promote and 
ensure high standards of 
sustainabledesign and 

construction. 

land, existing buildings and existing Infrastructure. land, existing buildings and existing infrastructure. While there are some farmbuildingson site, these limited opportunities to make use of existing 
,• II make littlecontribution. infrastructure. 

 
Provision of a SUE1•All present opportunities to Provision of a SUE vAII pres ent opportunities to Provisionof a SUE,· IIpresentopportuntties to Provisionof SUEs1' 11pre se nt opportunities to 

make use of sustainable design andconstruction.  make use of sustainabledesign andconstruction.  make use of sustainabledesign and construction. make use of sustainabledesign andconstruction. 
However, this depends upon the specifics of the However, this depends upon the specifics of the However, this depends upon the specifics of the However, !his depends upon the specifics of the 

proposals. proposals. proposals. proposals. 
Buildings achieving high standards under the CSH Buildings achieving high standards under the CSH Buildings achieving high standards under the CSH Buildings achieving high standards under the CSH 
and BREEAM should be sought (e.g. Code Level 3 and BREEAMshould be sought (e.g. Code Level 3 and BREEAM should be sought (e.g. CodeLevel 3 and BREEAM shouldbe sought (e.g. Code Level 3 
/ BREEAM Very Good or above) where possible. / BREEAM Very Goodor above) where possible. / BREENA Very Good or above) where possible. / BREEAM Very Good or above) where possible. 

 
 
 

21. To minimise wasl e 
and to increase the re- 
use andrecycling of 

waste materials. 

 
ProvisiloenveolfsaoSf UwEasitseldikuerliynglocorenssutrlluInctsioignn.ificant ProvisiloenveolfsaoSf wUaEsitseldikuerilnygtocroenssutlrtuicntsioignn. ificant 

There willalso be anincreaseInwaste produced There will also beanIncrease in wasteproduced 
resulling fromtheincreasedpopulation. II is resulting fromthe increased population. It is 
therefore important to ensure thatrecycling therefore Importantto ensure that recycling 

facilities arc provided as part of new facilitiesareprovided as part of new 

Provision of a SUE is likely to result in significant 
levels of waste during conslruction. 

There will also be anIncrease in wasteproduced 
resulling from theincreased population. II is 
therefore Important to ensure that recycling 

facilitiesare provided as part of new 
developments. There may be more opportunities 

 
Provision of SUEsIslikely toresultinsignificant 

levels of waste during construclion. 
Therewillalsobeanincreasein waste produced 

resultingfromtheincreased population. II ls 
thereforeimportantto ensure that recycling 

facilities are provided as part of   new 
developments. 

developments. developments. for recycling facilities on a larger site. 

 
Provision of a SUE on Site C mayprovide some 
access toexisting servicesIn LeicesterForest Provisionof SUEs adjacent tothe PUAwillenable 

Provision of a SUE on Site A1•all enable residents  East in the northern part of the site, however non- 
to access existing servicesin Glenfield. There1•all Provision of a SUE on Site B ,•all enable residents  car links to servicesin Brallnstone andEnderby 

22. To improve access to be a needto provide additional services as  part of to access existing services in Leicester Forest are restricted by the Mt and M69. Dueto the size 
services, particularly for  the SUE to accommodate the increased East. There,•allbe a need to provide additional of the proposeddevelopment, ther,e •all bea need 
!hose\' thout a car and population. New high quality public transportlinks services as part of the SUE to accommodate the toprovide significant ad<fritonal services as part of 
fordisabled, elderly and  should be provided to reducethe needfor  increasedpopulation.Newhighqualitypublic  theSUEtoaccommodate   theincreased 

deprived people. residents to travel by car. However there may be transport links should beprovided to reduce the population.Newhigh quality public transport rinks 
lessopportunity for serviceprovision given the need for residents to travel by car.  should be provided toreduce the need for 

smaller sizeof the SUE.  residents to travel by car. New pedestrian and 
cycle links should be providedacross the Ml and 

M69 to improve access. 

resldenls to access existing services in Leicester. 
There will be a need toprovide additional services 
as part of the SUE to accommodate theincreased 
population. New highquality public transport links 

shouldbe providedto reduce the needfor   
residen ts to travel by car. However,provisionor 
SUEs on a number of smallersites maylimitthe 

provisionof larger / morediverse services as 
opposedtoprovisionof a SUE onone  site. 

 

Provision of a SUE on Site A may encourage car Provision of a SUE on Site B may encourage car 
Development of SUEs adjacent to the PUA may 

use given that it is next to !he MI , however walking 
and cycling may alsobe encouraged due to its 

proximtiy to Glenfield. 
23. To encourage and  Local services should be provide,d •athln the SUE 

develop the use of public alongside high quality pedestrian and cyclist roules 
transport,cycling and to encourage people towalk / cycle. Newhigh 

walking. quality pub!ic transport links and footpaths and 
cycleways should beprovidedto support the 

increased population. However there maybe less 
opportunity for service provision given the smaller 

size of theSUE. 

usegivenitslocationon the edge of Leicester, 
however walking andcycling may also be 

encouraged due toIts proximity to Leicester Forest 
East. 

Local services shouldbeprovidedwithin theSUE 
alongsidehighqllalitypedestrianandcyclistroules 
to encouragepeople towalk/ cycle. New high 
qualitypublic transport links andfootpathsand 
cycleways should beprovided to support the 

Increasedpopulation. 

Provision of a SUE on Site C may encouragecar encouragewalkingandcycling   dependinguponits 
use given its proximityto theM1 and M69. Non-car  location. 
links to Braunstone and Enderby are restricted by  Local services should be provide,d •athinthe SUE 

the Ml. alongside high quality pedestrian and cyclist routes 
Local services should beprovided within theSUE  to encourage people to walk / cycle. New high 
alongsidehigh quality pedestrian and cyclist routes  quality public transport links and footpaths and 

to encourage people to walk / cycle.Newhigh cycleways shouldbe provided to support the 
qualitypublic  transport linksand footpaths and increased population. However, provision of SUEs 
cycleways should be provided to support the  on a number of smaller sites may limit the 

increased population. provisionof larger /  morediverse services as 
opposed to provision of a SUEon one site. 

-0, -0, -0, 

jJ 

8 
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1J Option moving towards achievement or Sustainability Appraisal objective -0- Option moving away from achievement or Sustainability Appraisal objective 

8 Unknown: depends on how option \' IIbe implemented Neutral:no relationship l'nlh Sustainability Appraisal objective 

Alternative Options for the Locatio n of Str ateg i c Employment Sites (SES) I 
Sustainability Appraisal 

Objectives Site A Sile B SlteC 

 
1. To ensure the 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Ertect Comment 

provision of decent and It is not considered that the provision of a SES \•nil havea significant It ls not considered that the provisionof a SES willhavea significant It lsnot considered that theprovision of a SES \•nilhave a significant 
affordable housing that effect uponhousingprovision.Thelocation or the  SES inrelationto ¢> effect upon housing provision. Thelocation or the SES in relation to effect upon housing provision. The location of the SES inrelationto 
meets local needs and housing should be takenInto consideraitonand where possible should housing shouldbe taken into consideration andwhere possible should housing shouldbe takeninto consideration andwhere possible should 
links into the provision of  link with oneanother.  link withoneanother.  link 1· th one ano ther. 

services. 

2. To Improvehealth and Provision of a SES close to settlements such as Glenfield, Ratby, Kirby Provision or a SES close lo settlements such as Enderby and Provisionof a SES close to settlements such as Enderby and 
reducehealthinequalities 

by promoting healthy 
lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing 

access tohealth 
services. 

Muxloe and Leicester Forest Eastmay encourage people to walk/ Braunstonemay encourage people to walk / cycle to work whichmay Braunstone may encouragepeople to walk / cycle to work which may 
cycle to work which may have a beneficai l effect uponhealth. have a beneficial effect upon health. Opportuniites for people lo walk / have a beneficial effect upon health. Opportunitiesfor people towalk/ 

Opportunities for peopletowalk/cycletowork shouldbemaximised cyclelo work shouldbemaximised where possible throughthe cycle to work should be maximisedwhere possible throughthe 
where possible throughthe provision of pedestrian and cycle routes provision or pedestrian and cycle routes connectingnearbyresidential provisionof pedestrian and cycle routes connecting nearby resldenlial 

connecting nearby residential areas\•nth the SES.  areas \'  th the SES.  areas1•Jththe  SES. 

 

3. To provide better 
opportunitiesfor  people 

to access and  It Isnot considered that theprovisionof a SES will have a significant   It Is not consideredthatthe provision of a SES vnllhave a significant  It Is not considered that theprovisionof a SES willhave a significant 
understand localheritage effect on access lo heritage and participation in cultural and recreation ¢> effect on access to heritage andparticipationin cultural andreCfeation effect on access to heritage andparticipation in cultural and recreation 
andparticipate in cultural activities. activities. activities. 

and reCfealiona t 
activities. 

 

4. Toimprove community It Is not considered lhat lhe provision of a SES will have a significant It ls not considered that the provision or a SES will havea significant It Is notconsidered that the provision of a SES will havea significant 
safety, reduce anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of 

crime. 

effect upon community safety. It is important to consider the potential to ¢> effect uponcommunity safety.It is importantto consider  thepotential to effectupon community safety. It Isimportant to consider the potential to 

reduce crime throughdesign.   reduce crime through design.  reduce crime through design. 

 
5. Topromoteand 

support the 
empowerment or local 

communities InCfeating It Is important to ensure that allgroupsvnthln localcommunitiesare It is Important toensurethat allgroups1•Athinlocal communities are ll ls important to ensure thatallgroups withinlocal communitiesare 
and implementing 

solutions thatmeet their 
needs focusing 

particularly on young, 
elderly and deprived 

people. 

consulted and given opportuntiies lo InputInto the planning and design consulted and given opportunities toinput into the planningand design consulted andgiven opportunities to input into theplanning anddesign 
of the SES.  of the SES.  of the SES. 

 
 
 
 

Construction of a SES on SiteAislikely tohave some adverseeffects Construclionof a SES on Site B mayhave some adverse effects upon 
6. To protect and  upon 1A• ldlif e sites, BAP habllals and species, and wildilfe corridors bOth 

enhance the natural 1•Alhi n and nearby thesite. Important featureswithin the stte which could 
habitats and species in this area, dependinguponthe specifci s of the Constructionof a SES on Site C may have some adverse effects upon 
development. There are no nationally designated sites whichare likely habitats and species In this area , depending upon the specifics of the 

environment (species be lost / affectedinclude a Parish Level Wildlife Site,lowlandmeadow to be affected. The site Includes some small areas or woodland and development. However, there are no designated \'Jldlife sites which are 
and habitats) whilst -0- BAP habitat, and Rothley Brook and KirbyBrook which acl as1·Aldlife hedgerows. ThereIs a Parish Level Wildlife Siteadjacent to the likely to be affectedand the majorityof the site Is of limitedbiodiversity 
contributing to the corridors. There is also a Local Wildlife Site adjacent to the site at 
achievement of  Western Park Golf Course. 

Biodiverstiy Action Plan  BAP habitats and areas of ecological inleresl should beprotecled 
(BAP) targets. wherepossible and opportunities to enhance biodiversityin the area 

should be sought. 

western boundary or the site. value. 
BAP habitats and areas of ecologci al interest should be protected Opportunities to enhance biodiversity in the area should be sought. 

where possible andopportunities to enhance biodiversity in the area 
should be sought. 

 

7. To conserve and Site B Ison the edge of a Green Wedge andareaof historic parkland, 
enhance the character, Provision or a SES on Site A will result Inpartial loss or theexisting which is considered to be important to the selling of Enderby 

 
Provisionof a SESon Site C willresult Inpartial loss of the existing 

GreenWedge in thisarea. Thismayhavean adverseeffectuponthe 
disdtinivcetirvseitnyeasnsdolfotcoawl ns 

Green Wedge in this area. This mayhave anadverse effect upon the 
character and distinctiveness of Glenfield and KirbyMuxloe. -0- Conservation Area. Development or a SES in this location could 

thereforehaveaneffect  upon the character and distinctivenessof character and distinctivenessof EnderbyandEnderby SI Johns. 

andvillages in Blaby The development should be designed sensitively and in keeping l' Ath  End  erb y, depending upon i ts design and scale. The development should be designed sensitively andin keeping 1•Ath 
thesurrounding area. Thedevelopment shouldbe designed sensitivelyandin keeping with  the surrounding area. 

district. the surroundingarea. 
 

8. To preserve and 
enhance thecharacter 
and appearance of 
archaeologicalsites. 

historic buildings. 
conservation sites, 

historic parks and other 
cultural  assets. 

Provisionof a SESonSite C couldhavean effect upon theselling or 
Provision of a SES on Site A could have an effectupon the setting of Provision of a SES on Site B could affect the historicparkland to the the Site or St John's Church, Aldeby, whichi s Scheduled Monument to 

theMoatedSite andGardenat Glenfield,whichIsaScheduled south or the site, whichIs considered tobe Important to the selling or  theeast of the site. Developmentof a SESherecouldalsohave an 
Monument, just westof the site. Thedevelopment couldalso have an  Enderby Conservation Area. The development could alsohave an effect upon archaeo!ogical features whichcould be present on the site. 

effect uponany unknown archaeological featureswhich couldbe  effectuponanyunknownarchaeologicalfeatureswhichcould be Thecourse  ofa Romanroadrunsthroughthesite.Recent excavations 
present. An archaeological assessment should be undertaken prior to  present. An archaeologicalassessment should be undertaken prior to  as part or the adjacent Park and ride site haveunearthed Roman 
development andappropriatemitigation(e.g. retentionof assets insitu) development andappropriate mitigation(e.g. retentionor assets In situ)  remains.An archaeologicalassessment shouldbe undertaken priorto 

implemented. Implemented. development and approprialemitigation (e.g. retention or assetsinsitu) 
implemented. 

¢> 

-0- 
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Sustalnablllty Appraisal 

Objectives 

 Alternative Options for the Location of Strategic Employment Sites (SES) 

  
Site A Site B Slte C 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 
 
 
 
 

9. To conserve and 
enhance thecharacter, 

diversity andlocal 
distinctivenessof the 
rurallandscapein !he 

distric t. 

 
 
 
 

-0, 

 

Provision of a SES on Sile A willresult in partial loss of !heexisting 
Green Wedge In this area. This site is within the RothleyBrook Fringe 
Landscape Character Area,which Is heavilyInfluenced byurban fringe 
activilies including industrial developmenttowards the edges of Rolhley 
Brook. Change vnlhin thislandscape character areacouldimprove and 

s trengthen the landscapecharacte.r However!he placemen!  of !he 
SES within this landscape would need to ensure !hat both physical and 
visualcoalescence belween Glenfield and KirbyMuxloeIs prevented. 
The Landscape Character Assessment undertaken by BOC should be 

taken Into account when determining !hepreferred development 
location. A landscape assessment should be undertakenprior to 

developmen tandappropriate mitigation(e.g.planting)Implemented to 
minimise effects. 

 
 
 
 

-0, 

 
 
 

Provisionof a SES on Site B willresult in lossof countryside In this 
area. Site B Ison!heedge of a Green Wedge andarea or historic 
parkland.Thismayhaveanadverse effectupontherurallandscapein 
!hisarea. The Landscape CharacterAssessment undertakenby BOC 

should be takeninto account when determining the preferred 
development location. This siteis wi thin the LubbeslhorpeAgricultural 

Parkland Landscape Character Area. Alandscape assessment should 
be undertaken prior to development and appropriate miligallon (e.g. 

planting) implemented to minimiseeffects. 

 
 
 
 

-0, 

 
 
 

Provision of a SES on Site C 1•.lilresultinpartial loss of !he existing 
GreenWedge In !his area. Thisis likelytohavean adverse effect upon 

the characterand distinctivenessof the rural landscape in this area. 
The LandscapeCharacter Assessment undertaken by BOC should be 

taken into account whendetermining the preferred development 
location. This site Is l'Athi n the Sense and Soar Floodplain Landscape 

Character Area. 
A landscape assessment should beundertaken prior to development 

and appropriate millgation (e.g. planting) Implemented to minimise 
effects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. To manage prudenlly 
waler resources andlo 
Improvewater quality. 

 
 
 
 

-0, 

 
 

Construction of a SES on Sile A may affect qualily of surface waler 
(including Kirby Brook and Rolhley Brook) and groundwaet r. 

Development of a SES on Sile A has potential to increase surface  
water run-off andincreasetherisk of flooding.A significantpart of the 
siteIsvnlhin !he floodplainand!he SFRA identifies that surface waler 

run-off maybe an Issue dueto thewe!clay soil. A site specific FRA will 
needto be undertaken prior to development andappropriate mitigation 
implemented. SuDStechniques should be investigated and careful 

consideration given lo the layout of site(i.e. avoid vulnerabl e 
development near watercourses.) 

Provisionof a SES may increase thedemand for water andput 
pressure on waler supply.The capacity of waste waler treatmen t works 

alsoneedsto  be takenintoconsideration. 

  
 
 
 

Constructionof a SES on Sile B may affect thequality of surface and 
groundwater. 

Development of a SES onSile B may alsoincreasesurface waterrun- 
off and increase the risk of flooding,as thesite is greenfield.A site 
specific FRA may needtobeundertakenprior todevelopment and 

appropriate mitigationimplemented. 
Provisionof a SES may increase!he demand for water and put 

pressureon waler supply. The capacity of waste waler treatmentworks 
alsoneedslobetakenintoconsideration. 

 
 

i 

 
 
 

Construction of a SESon Site C may affectquality of surface water 
(includingtheRiver Soar) andgroundwater. 

Development of a SES onSite C may alsoincrease surface waler run- 
off and increasethe riskof flooding, as the site isgreenfield. A site 
specific FRA may needlo beundertaken priorlo development and 

appropriate mitigation Implemented. 
Provision ofa SES may Increasethedemandfor waler and put 

pressureonwater supply.The capacity of wastewaler trealmenl works 
alsoneedstobe takenintoconsideration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Toimprove air quality 

particularly through 
reducingtransportrelated 

pollutants. 

 
 
 
 
 

-0, 

 
 

Provision of a SES on Site A may result In Increased air pollution both 
duringconslrucllon and once operational (e.g. throughincreased traffic, 
increased energy consumption and potentially emissions associated 

vnlh operations). The new SES may auract employeesfrom nearby 
selllements such as Glenfield, Ralby, Kirby Muxloe and Leicester 

Fores! East which mayhelp to reduce car journeysto work. However, 
giventhe proximity or the site lo the M1, people working al the SES 

may choose lo drive to work. 
A section of !he MI corridor to!he west of lhesiteanda sectionof the 
A50 to!henorthof site are designatedas AOMAs. Development of !he 
SESislikelylo Increasetrafficontheseroadsandmaythereforehave 

an adverse effect onair quality. 
New high quality public transport links andpedestrianandcycle routes 
connecting nearbyresidential areas Ynth !he SES should beprovided lo 

reducetheneedforemployees  totravel  bycar. 

 
 
 
 
 

-0, 

 
 
 

Provisionof a SES on Site B may resul! In lncrnased air pollullonboth 
during conslrucllon andonce operational (e.g. throughincreased traffic, 
increased energy consumption andpotentially emissions associated 
v.ilh operations). The new SES may auracl employees from nearby 

selllemenls suchas Enderbyand Braunslone which mayhelplo reduce 
ca r jou rneysto work. However, given the proximity of the site lo !he M1 

and M69, people working al !he SES may choose lo drive to work. 
A section of !heM1 corridor lo lhe east of the site is designatedas a 
AOMA. Development of the SESIslikelyto increasetrafficon!heM1 

roads andmaythereforehaveanadverse effecton air quality. 
New high qualitypublic transport links and pedestrian andcycle routes 
connectni g nearby residential areasl'nlh lhe SES should be provided to 

reduce the need for employeeslo  travelby car. 

 
 
 
 
 

-0, 

 

Provision of a SES on Stte C m ayresult inincreased air pollution both 
during construction and once operational(e.g. throughIncreasedtraffic, 
Increasedenergy  consumption and  potentiallyemissions  associated 
1•Alh op erations). The new SES may attract employees from nearby 

se!Uemenls such as Enderby and Braunslone whichmay help lo reduce 
car journeys to work. However, given !he proximity of !he site to the Mt 
and M69,  mos! people working al !he SES are likelylo  drive to work. 
The re are twodelsgnaledAOMAs near lo the site:a sectionof the 

84114 lo the east of !he site and a section of !he M1 to thesouthwest. 
Development of a SES Is likelylo increase traffic on theseroads and 

may thereforehave anadverse effect on air quality. 
New high quality public transportlinks andpedestrian and cycle routes 
connecting nearby residential areaswith!he SES should be providedto 
reduce theneed for employees totravel by car. Sile C is adjacent to a 
Park and Ride site (under construction) and would thereforeofferan 

alternative to the private car. 

 
 
 
 
12. Tomanage prudently 
mineral resourcesand 

avoid / reducepollution of 
land. 

 
 
 

-0, 

 
 
 
Provision of a SES al Sile A vnll Involve developmentof greenfield land, 

which1•AII r esult in pollution of previously undeveloped land. 
Development of a SESIs alsolikely to increase use of mineral 

resources. Opportuni ties to re-use mineral resources in construction 
should  be  sought  wherever possible. 

 
 

-0, 

 

Provision of a SES al Site B Ynll in volve developmentof greenfield land, 
which \•nil  resu lt in pollution of previouslyundevelopedland. 

Development of a SES Is also likely lo Increase use of mineral  resou 
rces. Opportunities lo re-use mineralresources In construction shoudl  
besought wherever possible. Construction works al Site B could also 

have aneffect upon the nearby Enderby Warren SSSIwhichishas 
significant geological interest. Consullalion should beundertakenwith 

NaturalEnglandregardingprotectionmeasuresrequired. 

 
 

-0, 

 
 
 

Provision of a SES al Stte C will involve developmentof greenfiedl  land, 
which,•All re sult in pollution of previously undeveloped land. 

D evelopmentof a SESIs also likelyloIncreaseuseof mineral 
resources. Opportunitieslo re-use mineral resources in construction 

should be sough! whereverpossible. 

 
 
13. To minimiseenergy 

use and develop 
renewableenergy 

resources. 

 
 

-0, 

 

Provision of a SES at Sile A mayincrease the demand for energy in the 
d istrict. There may be opportuni ties for provision of onsile renewable 

energy developmenl / CHP as part of the SES. 
New buildings should behighly energy efficient and include 

technologies such as solar panels to minimiseenergy consumption. 

 
 

-0, 

 

Provision or a SES al Sile B may increase !he demand for energy in the 
dist ric t. There may be opportunities for provision of onsile renewable 

energy development / CHP as part of lhe SES. 
New buildings should be highlyenergy efficient andinclude 

l echno!ogiessuch as solar panels lo minimi se energy consumption. 

 

-0, 

 
Provision of a SES at Sile C mayincrease !he demand forenergyin !h 

district. There may be opportunities  for provision  or onsile renewable 
energy development/ CHP aspart of the SES. 

Newbuildings should be highlyenergy efficientandinclude 
technologies suchas solar panels to minimiseenergy consumption. 
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      Alternative Options for the Location of Strategic Employment Sites{SES) 

Sile B 

  i 
Sustainability Appraisal 

Objectives 
 

Sile A SlteC 

 Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. Toreduce 
greenhousegas 

emissions tomitigate the 
rateor climate change. 

 
 

Provisionof a SESon SiteA mayresult InIncreased greenhousegas 
emissions {e.g.lhroughIncreasedtrafficandIncreased energy 
consumption). ThenewSESmayallract employees fromnearby 
selllemenls suchasGlenfield, Ratby,KirbyMuxtoeandLeicester 

Forest East wh:chmay help to reducecar Journeys to work. However, 
given the proximityof thesite to theM1. people working at the SES 

maychooseto  drivetowork. 
New high qualitypublic transport rinks andpedestrianandcycle routes 

connectingnearbyresidentialareasl'nlhtheSESshouldbeprovidedto 
reduce the need for employees to travelby car. 

There maybe opportunities for provision of onsite renewable 
energy development I CHP as part or the SES. 

New buildings should be highly energy efficient andInclude 
techno!ogies suchas solar panels to minimsi eenergy consumption. 

  
 
 
Provisionof a SES onStle B may result In Increased greenhouse gas 

emissions{e.g. through Increased trafficandincreased energy 
consumption).The new SES may attract employees from nearby 

selllements suchas Enderby and Braunstone which mayhelp toreduce 
carJourneys to work. However,given theproximity of thesite to the M1 

and M69. people working at the SES may choose to drive to work. 
Newhighqualitypublictransportlinksandpedestrianandcycleroutes 

connecting nearby residential areas1•nth the SES should be provided to 
reducetheneedfor  employees to travelbycar. 

There may be opportunities for provisionof onstie renewable energy 
development I CHP as part of the SES. 

New buildings should behighly energy efficient and include 
technologies such as solar panelsto minimiseenergy consumplion. 

  
 
Provision of a SES on Site C mayresult in increased greenhouse gas 

emissions{e.g.  through Increased traffic andIncreasedenergy 
consumption). The new SES may allract employeesfrom nearby 

settlementssuchas Enderby and Braunstonewhich may help to reduce 
car Journeys to work. However, giventheproximity of the site to the M1 

and M69, peopleworkni g at the SES may choose to drive to work. 
New high qualitypubilc transport links and pedestrian and cycle routes 
connecting nearby residential areas1•nlh the SES should be provided to 
reduce the need for employees totravel by car. SiteC Is adjacentto a 
Park andRidesite {under construction) and wouldtherefore offer an 

alternative to the private car. 
There maybe opportunities for provisionor onsite renewable energy 

development / CHP as part or the SES. 
Newbuildingsshould be highlyenergy efficient andInclude 

technologies such as solar panels to minimiseenergy consumption. 

 
 
 
 
 

15. To avo!d 
development Inlhe 

floodplain and reduce the 
Impactsof climate 

change. 

 
 
 
-0- 

 

Development or a SESon Site A has potenital to increase surface 
water run-off andincrease therisk of flooding. A significantpart or the 
site Is vnlhln the floodplain andthe SFRA identifies that surface water 
run-orr may beanIssuedue tothewet clay soil. A sitespecific FRA 
considering climate change Impactsshould be undertaken prior to 

development and appropriate mitigation implemented. SuDS 
techniques should be Investigated andcarefulconsideration given to 

the layoutof site (i.e. avo:d vulnerable developmentnear 
watercourses). 

All buildings shouldinclude climate change adaptation measures (e.g. 
provision features lo promote cooling in summer). 

 
 

i 

 
 
 
 

Development or a SES on Site B may increase surface water run-orr 
andIncrease the risk of flooding, as the site is greenfield. A site specific 

FRA consideringclimate change impacts should be undertaken prior to 
development and appropriate mitigationimplemented. Allbuildings 
shouldinclude climate change adaptation measures (e.g. provision 

features  to promote coolingInsummer). 

  
 
 
 
Developmentor a SES on Site C may increase surface water nm-off and 

increase the risk or flooding, as the site Isgreenfield. A sitespecific 
FRA considering climatechange impacts should be undertaken prior to 
development andappropriatemitigationimplemented. Allbuildings 
shouldinclude climatechange adaptationmeasures{e.g. provision 

features to promotecooling in summer). 

 
16. To involve people, 
through changes to 

lifestyle and al work, in 
preventing and 

minimising adverse local, 
regional andglobal 

environmental impacls. 

 
 
 

Provision of a SES may present opportunities to involve employees In 
reducing their environmental Impacts {e.g. provisionof public transport 

links to reducecar use, provisionof recyclingfacilities elc .). 

  
 
 

Provision of a SES may present opportunitiestoinvolve employees In 
reducingtheir environmental impacts {e.g. provision of public transport 

links toreducecar use, provisionof recycling facilitiesetc.). 

  
 
 
Provision or a SES may present opportunities to Involve employees in 
reducing !heir environmentalimpacts {e.g. provision or public transport 

links toreducecar use, provision of recycling facilities etc.). 

 
17. To Improveaccess to 
education and training for 
children, young people 

and adult learners. 

 
 

Provision of a SES mayprovide some opportunities for training.Links 
should be sought  withlocaleducationproviders. 

  
 
Provision of a SES may provide some opportuni ties for trainni g. Links 

should be sought withlocal education providers. 
i 

 

Provision of a SES may provide some opportunities for training. Links 
shouldbe sought withlocal educationproviders. 

 
18. Todevelop a strong 
culture of enterprise and 

Innovationwhilst 
providingaccess to 

appropriate employment 
opportunities for local 

people. 

 
 
ir 

 
Provisionor a SES vnllhelp to developa culture of enterprise and 

innovationand should help to Improve access to employment 
opportunities for people in thedistrict in accordance 1n•th BDC's 

Employment Landand Premises Study. Where possible, smaller units 
for business slart-ups should be provided. 

New high quality public transportlinksandpedestrian andcycle routes 
connecting nearby residential areas vath the SES should beprovided to 

improve access to the SES for localpeople. 

 
 

ir 

 
Provision of a SES will help to develop a culture of enterprise and 

Innovation and should help toimprove access to employment 
opportunities for people in the district In accordance withBDC's 

Employment Landand PremisesStudy. Where possible, smal!er units 
for business start-ups should beprovided. 

Newhigh quality public transport links and pedestrian andcycleroutes 
connecting nearby residential areas with lhe SES should be provided to 

improve access to the SES for local people. 

 
 

ir 

Provisionof a SES willhelp to develop a culture of enterprise and 
innovationand shouldhelp to improve access to employment 

opportunities for people in the district inaccordance 1•nthBDC's 
Emp!oyment Land and Premises Study. Where possible, smaller units 

for business slart-ups should be provided. 
Newhigh qualitypublic transport links andpedestrian and cycle routes 
connecting nearbyresidentilaareas with the SES should be provided to 

improve access to the SES for local people. 

1o9f . 
To optimise the use previously developed -0- land, bu ildings and 

existing infrastructure. 

Provisionof a SES on Site A does notpresent opportunities to make 
useof previously developedland, existing bu;ldings and existing 

infrastructure. 
 

-0- 

 
 
Provisionor a SES on Site B doesnot present opportunities to make 

use of previously developed land, existing buildings andexi sting 
infrastructure. 

-0- 
 

Provisionor a SESonSite C does not present opportunities to make 
useorpreviouslydevelopedland,existingbuildings andexisting 

infrastructure. 

20. To promoteand 
ensure high standardsof 
suslainabledesign and 

construction. 
 

To minimise waste 

Provision or a SES1•nll present opportunities to make use or 
sustainable design and construction. However, this depends uponthe 

specifics of  the proposals. 
New buildings achieving high BREEAM standards 0Jery Goodor 

higher)  should  be  sought wherepossible. 

  
Provision of a SES will presen t opportuniites to make use of 

sustainable designandconstruction. However, this depends upon the 
specifics or the proposals. 

Newbuildings achievinghighBREEAM standards (>JeryGoodor 

 Provision of a SES vnll present opportunities to makeuse of 
sustainabledesignandconstruction. However, this depends uponthe 

specifics or the proposals. 
New buildings achieving high BREEAM standards (Very Goodor 

higher) should be sought where possible. 
a2n1d.  toincrease there- 
u se andrecyclingor 

waste materials. 

-0- Provision of a SES Is likelyto result Inproduction of waste during 
construction and operation. II ls thereforeImportantto ensure that 
recycling facilities are provided as part of new developments. 

 
-0- 

higher) should be sought where possible. 
 
Provision of a SESIs likely to result in productionof waste during 

construction andoperation. II ls thereforeimportant toensure that 
recycling facilities are providedas part of new developments  

-0- 
 

Provision of a SES is likely toresult In production of waste during 
construclion and operation. ll ls therefore importantto ensure that 

recycling facilities are providedas part of new developments. 

22. To improveaccess to 
services, particularlyfor 
those without a car and 
for disabled, elderly and 

deprived people. 

11i s not considered that lhe provision of a SES willhave a significant 
effect uponaccess to services. The location of emp!oymentsitesin 

relation to services should be takeninto consideration and where 
possible should link l'nth one another. 

  
 

II ls not considered that the provision of a SES 1•nll have a significant 
effect upon access to services. Thelocationof employment sites in 
relation to services shouldbe takenlnloconsiderationandwhere 

possible should link vnth one another. 

  
II is not considered that the provisionof a SE,S •nllhave a significant 
effect upon access toservices. Thelocation of employmentsitesIn 
relationto services shouldbe takenfntoconsideration andwhere 

possible should lin,k •nthone anoU1er. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Key   
iJ 

 
Optionmoving towards achievement or Sustainability Appraisal objective -0, Option moving away from achievementof Sustainability Appraisal objective 

8 Unkno\•m: depends on how option will be implemented 
Neutral: no relationship with Suslalnabilily Appraisal objective 

 

 

Sustainability Appraisal 
Objectives 

Alternative Options for the Location of Strategic Employment Sites (SES)  
 

Site A Site B   SlteC 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 
 
 
 

23. To encourageand 
develop the useof public 

transpor,tcycilng and 
walking. 

  
 

A new SES at Site A may attract employees fromnearby settlements 
such as Glenfield, Ralby, Kirby Muxloe and Leicester Forest East which 

may helpto encouragepeopletowalk/ cycie instead of driving. 
However, given the proximity of thesite to the M1, people working at 

the SES may choose lo drive to work. 
New high qualitypublic transportlinks and pedestrian and cycleroutes 
connecting nearby residential areas with the SES should be provided lo 

reduce the need for employeesto !ravel by car. 

  
A new SES at Sile B may atlfact employeesfrom nearby settlements 
such as Enderby andBraunstone which mayhelp to encourage people 
to walk / cycie instead of driving. However, given theproximityof the  

site to the M1 and M69, people working at theSES may choose to drive 
to work. 

New high quality public transport links and pedestrian and cycleroutes 
connecting nearby residential areas wilh the SES should be provided to 

reduce the need for empol yeeslo travel by car. 

 
t 

A new SES al Site C may attract employeesfrom nearby selllemenls 
such as Enderbyand Braunstonewhich may help to encourage people 

to walk / cycie Instead of driving. However, giventheproximityof the 
site to the M1 and M69, people working al the SES may choose to drive 

to work. 
Newhighqualitypublictransportlinks andpedestrianandcycleroutes 
connectingnearbyresidential areas with the SES should beprovidedto 
reduce theneedfor employeesto lfavelbycar. Site CIs adjacent to a 
Parkand Ride sile(under conslfuction) andwouldthereforeoffer an 

alternative tothe private car. 
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by promotingheallhy hierarchyvAII help to direct housing so However, not adoptingi a selllement housing development, whichmaypul development to be allowed  in eachlevel 

understand localheritage levels of development which in certaln and recreational  facilities in Stoney and recreational facilities in Stoney of the hierarchywill enable the level of 

and implementing No etrects are anticipated. 

LongMeadows Local Wildl e Sile to the 

any development. 

i 

 
 
 

Key  
iJ  

Option moving towardsachievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective ,0. Option movni g away from achievement of Sustainability Apprai sal objective 
 

Unknown: depends onhow option\' IIbe implemented Neutral: norelationship 1·   th Sustainability Appraisal objective 
 

 
 

Sustainability Appraisal 
Objectives 

 
 
 

Adopt the proposed setllement hierarchy 

Alternative Options forSettlement Hierarchy       
 

Consider Stoney Stanton as a Large VIiiage Consider Stoney Stanton as a Medium Vill age Identify what scal e and type of development 
instead or a Rural Centre  instead or a Rural Centre  would be allowed 

Comment Eflect Comment Effect Comment 

 
 

Identifyingthe scale and typeof 
development to be allowed in eachlevel 
or lhe hierarchy will enable thelevel of 

ConsideringStoney Stanton as a Large housing  to bebetter linkedwith the 
Village may allow more opportunities for Considering Stoney Stanton as a Medium provision of services.  In addition, it will 

affordablehousingthat iJ will also help to ensurethathousing is However, thismayleadto Inappropriate iJ housing development, whichmay enable  Village may reduce opportunities for  givepotential developers more 
meets localneedsand provided where iiIsmostneeded.The levels of developmentwhichin certain housingneeds to be better metin this 

links Into the provision of settlementhierarchy allowsforprovision areascouldput pressureon existing village. However, thismay putpressure 
housing development inthis village. information which may encourage more 

housing development In thedistrict. 
services. of local atrordable housing In rural areas  services. It may also result in on existing servicesin the village.  However, if the Core Strategy is too 

as part or Rural Exceptions Schemes. Inappropriatelevels of developmentin  prescrpi tive this may reduce housing 
areas vnthlimitedservices. Not adopting developmentopportunities. 
a settlement hierarchy may also affect , 1 

the delivery of atrordable housing in rural 
areas. 

 
 

The likelyeffects of not adopling a 
2. To improve health and settlement hierarchy1•AIIdepend uponthe Considering Stoney Stantonas a Large 

reduce health inequalities Adoption of the proposed settlement chosen locations for development. Village mayallow more opportunities for Identifyingthe scale and type of 
that it linksIn 1•Alh e xisting  services, hierarchymay lead to  nappropriate pressure onexisting healthcare services No effects are anticipated. iJ of the hierarchy will enable the level of 

Iheeaslltyhleasn,dpprorotevcidtiinngg iJ including healthcare services. This will levels of development whichIncertain in thevillage. ThereIs one GPsurgery in housing tobeheller linkedl'Alh the 

access to health helplo ensure goodaccess for all to areas could put pressure onhealthcare the village. Thenearest NHS dentistIs In provision of services. 
services. health care services.  services. II may also result in Eart Shillon. inappropriate levels of development in 

areas with limitedhealth care services. 
 

Thelikely effects of not adopting a 
settlementhierarchy will  dependupon the 

 3. To provide better  Adoption of the proposed setUement  chosenlocations ror development. 
opportunities for people hierarchy mayhelp to directhousing so However,  not adopting a settlement 

 
 
 

Identifyingthe scale and typeof 
Thisdependsupon thelevel of cultural development   tobeallowedineachlevel to access and that ii linksInl'Alh  existing cultural and hierarchy may leadto inappropriate t Thisdepends upon the level of cultural iJ 

andparticipate in cultural 
andrecreational 

actMties. 

recreationalfacilities. This depends upon 
the level of facilities provided in each of 

the settlements. 

areas could putpressure on cultural and Stanton. Stanton. housing to bebetter linkedl' Alh the 
recreational  facilities. II may also resultin    provision  of services. 

inappropriate levels of developmentin 
areas with limited cultural and 

recreational activities. 
 

Thelikely effects or not adopting a 
selliement hierarchy will dependupon the I t 

4. 
To improve communily chosen locations for development. 

sarety, reduce anti-social However, not adopting a settlement 
No errectsare anticipated. hierarchymay leadto Inappropriate No effectsare anticipated. 

levels ordevelopment which in smaller 
selllements may Increase the fear of 
crime. It is Important to consider the 

potential to reduce crime throughdesign. 

Noeffectsare anticipa ted. No effectsare anticipated. 

 
5. To promote and 

support the 
Growth in these setUemenls could attract Growth in these selllements could attract Growth in these settlements could attract 

empowerment of local  Section  I06  monies tohelp provide  Section I 06 monies to helpprovide  Section 106  monies to help provide 
communities in creating   facilitiesto meet local needs. It is   racilities to meet localneeds. It ls   facilities to meet local needs. II is 

importantlo ensure that all groups1A• lh in important toensure that all groups within Important to ensure that all groups within No effects are anticipated. 
solutions that meet their 

needs rocuslng 
particularly on young, 
elderly and deprived 

people. 

local communities areconsulted and local communities are consulted and local communitiesare consulted and 
given opportunities to input into the  given opportunities to Input Into the  given opporut nities to input into the 
planning and design of the SES. planning and design orthe SES. planning and design of the SES. 

 
 

Adoption of theproposed settlement Considering StoneyStanton as a Large 
hierarchymay help to protect some 

6. To protect and areasl'Alh ecologically important habitats  The likely etrectsof not adopting a 
enhance the natural   andspecies through restriction of settlement hierarchy 1A•II d epend upon the 
environment (species  development in the rural areas of the  chosenlocations ror  development. 

Village may allowmore housing Identifying the scaleand typeof 
development, which could have an Considering Stoney Stanton as a Medium development tobe allowedIn eachlevel 

advInearsnedeoffnetchteuepdognehoabf tithaetsvailnladgsep.eIncies  ViinUaangedmaraouynhdeltphleovriellsatgriec,twdehvicehlocopumldent of thheohuiseirnagrctohybme taayrgeentaebdletotheensleuvreel of 
and habitats) whilst 
contributing to the 

district. However, ii mayalso encourage However, not adopting a settlement 
more developmenton theedge of the hierarchymay lead to inappropriate 

,0. particular, developmentcould affect the help to protecthabitatsand speciesin protection of those areas whicharemost 
andon theedge of the village from ecologically sensitive. However, this 

achievementof more urban settlements,which maybe of  levelsofdevelopmentinrural areas 
Biodiversity Aclion Plan  equal or greater ecological importance whichcouldhave anadverse effect upon 

(BAP) targets. than rural areas, andcould atrecl sites habitatsand species. 

northeast of the village. There are also adverse etrects of development. would depend on the chosen locationsfor 
District and Parish level wildlife sites and 
a number of BAPhabitatsin and around 

such as the Kirby Frith LNRand the thevillagewhichcould be atrected. 
Aylestone Meadows LNR. 

Notadopta settlement hierarchy 

crime. 
behaviour andtherear of 

 Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 

The likely errects or not adopting a 

Ell ect 

    settlementhierarchywill depend uponthe  
    chosen locations for development.  
    Nevertheless, not adopting a selUement   

1.  To ensure the  Adoptionof theproposedsettlement 
hierarchywillhelp todirect housing so  hierarchywill placelessrestrictionson 

housing development in rural areas which  
provision or decent and  thatit linksin with existingservices and  may help toIncrease housing provision.  

 



0 10 

 

 

The likely effects ornot adopting a 

-0- 

Considering Stoney Stanton as a Large Considering StoneyStanton as a  Medium10. he 

8 

tJ 

Key   
if Option moving towardsachievement of Sustainabiltiy  Appraisal objective -0- Op tion moving away from achievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective  

 
Unknovm: dependsonhow option1' 11 b e implemented Neutral: no relationshipwith Sustainabiilty Appraisal objective 

 
 
 

Sustainability Appraisal 

Alternative Options for Settlement H ierarchy 

Consider Stoney Stanton as a Large Village Consider Stoney Stanton asa Medium VIiiage fden tify what scaleand type of development 

Objectives  Adopt the proposed settlement hierar chy  N ot adopt  a seltlement hierarchy  instead of a Rural Centre  instead of a Rural Centre  wouldbe  allowed 

Effect Comment Effect  Comment Effect  Comment Effect  Comment Effect  Comment 

Adoption of theproposedsettlement 
hierarchywillhelp lo ensure that the level  Considering StoneyStanton as a Large 

of developmentIneach settlementis The likelyeffectsof not adopting a  Village may allow more housing 
7. 

To conserve and  appropriateto its sizeandthus protect settlementhierarchy1· 11dependupon the development In thesettlement. This ConsideringStoneyStanton as a Medium  Identifyingthe scale andtype of 
enhancethecharacter, the character anddiversity of tovms and  chosen locationsfordevelopment.  could have an effect uponthe  Vdlagemay restrictdevelopment inand developmenttobeallowedin  eachlevel 

villages in the district. In particular the However, not adopting a selllement distinctiveness of the  settlement, around the village,which may help to 
distdinivcetirvseitnyeasnsdoflotc0a1•lms if hierarchy1•nll onlyallow development hierarchy maylead to inappropriate depending upon the scale of protectits character. However, this could tJ  ohfotuhseihnigertaorbcehyfumrtahyeretnaargbeletethdetoleevenlsoufre 

and villagesin Slaby within Large Villages, Rural Centres and leversof development In smaller sett erse development. Howeverthe setuement affect the viabilityand diversity of protectionandenhancement of 
district. Medium Villageswherethiswillnot lements which couldhaveanadv hierarchystatesthat developmentIn servicesin the village. character, distinctiveness anddiversity. 

adverselyaffect thecharacter of these effectupon theircharacter and LargeVillages \'ntlonly be appropriate 
setUements. D evelopmentInsmaller  distinctiveness.  where it does not undermine the 

settlements Is restricted to Rural character of the settlement. 
ExceptionsSchemes. 

 
Adoption of the proposedsettlement 
hierarchymayhelp to protect some 

archaeool gical sttes through restrictionof 
developmentIn therural areasof the 

8. 
To preserve and district. It may also encourage more The likelyeffects of not adopting a 

enhance the character     development within and on the edge of settlement hierarchy willdependupon the  Considering Stoney Stanton as a Large 
and appearance of  the more urban settlements, which could  chosen locations for development.    Village may allow more housing 
archaeologcial sites,   have an effect uponConservation Areas  However, not adopting a settlement   development, which could have an 
historicbuildings, (e.g.   Kirby Fields,Grand Union Canal), hierarchy maylead to inappropriate    adverse effect uponunkno1•m 
conservation sites, historic buildingsand archaeological sites   levels of development in smaller archaeological sites within or on theedge 
his toricparks andother    (e.g. Kirby Muxloe Castle, Lubbeslhorpe  settlements which could have anadverse     of the village. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ConsideringStoneyStantonas a Medium    Identifying the scaleandtype of 
Villagemayhelptorestrictdevelopment  developmentto be allowedIn eachlevel 
Inandaroundthevillage,which could of thehierarchymay enable thelevel of 
help to protect unkno\'marchaeological   housing to be targeted to ensure 
sites within or onthe edge or the village. protectionof historically Important areas. 

cultural assets. medieval settlement) in theseareas. effectuponConservationAreas,historic 
However, as Identified for Objective 7, buildings andarchaeologicalsites. 
the settlement hierarchy should help to 
ensure that thelevel of developmentin 
each settlement Isappropriate lo ils size 

and thus protect historic character. 

 
Adoption ofthe proposed settlement 

9. To conserve and 
hierarchymayhelpto protect the rural settlement hierarchy willdepend upon the 

enhance the character, landscape through restriction of chosen locations for development. Considering Stoney Stanton as a Large ConsideringStoney Stantonas a Medium 

 

Identifying thescaleand type of 
development tobe allowed In eachlevel 

diversity and local 
distinctivenessor the 

development In!he rural areas or the However, not adopting a selUemenl district. Howeve,r it may alsoencourage hierarchy maylead to inappropriate 
Village may allow morehousing 

development, which could have an 
Village may helptorestrictdevelopment of thehierarchy mayenablethelevelof 
Inandaround thevillage, which could  housingto betargeted to ensure 

rural landscapein the moredevelopment on theedge or the  levels or developmentInrural areas adverse effect upon therural landscape helplo protect therurallandscape protection of those areas of landscape 
district. moreurban settlements,whichcould whichcouldhavean adverseeffect upon  aroundthevillage.  aroundthe village.  which are most sensitive. havean effectupontheruralfringe 

landscapesinthese areas. the rural landscape. 

 
Adoption of the proposed settlement 

hierarchy mayhelploprotectsomewater The likelyeffectsof not adoptinga 
resources throughrestriction of settlement hierarchywilldependupon the 

To manage prudently development in the rural areas or t chosen locations for development. Village may allow more housing Village mayhelp to restrictdevelopment 

water resourcesand to district. However, i1may alsoencourage However, not adopting a settlement  development,whichcouldhave an 
improve water quality.  more development on the edge or the hierarct1ymay lead to inappropriate adverse effect upon water resources, 

in and around the village, whichcould No effects are anticipated. 
help to protect waler resources, Including 

more urban settlements, which could levels of developmentIn certain areas 
affect surface and ground waterqualityIn which could affect surface and ground 

these areas (e.g.River Soar, the River  water qualityin these areas. 
Sense and the Grand Union Canal). 

including Stoney Cove. Stoney Cove. 

 
The likelyeffects of not adopting a 

Adoptionof the proposedsetuement settlementhierarchy 1•011dependupon the Considering Stoney Stantonas a Medium Identifyingthescaleand  type or 
hierarchy 1•AIIhelp lo direct development chosen locationsfor development. Considering Stoney Stanton as a Large 

11. To improve air quality sothatit links In1•Ath existing services However, not adopting a settlement Village may allow more housing 
particularly through if which1•nll help to reduce the need for hierarchy mayleadto inappropriate developmentin this area whichcould 

Villagemayhelp torestrictdevelopment development lo beallowedineachlevel 
in andaround thevillagewhichmayhelp of thehierarchyyn!Ienable the level of 
to minimise car use. However, this could  housinglo bebetterlinkedwith the 

reducing transport related people to travelandminimisethe levels of development inrural areas increasecar use and associated 
pollutants.  distance of car trips. This 1•011 he  lp to  which may Increase the number and emissionsrelating to accessing higher 

minimise air pollutionassociated 1A• th car length orcar trips in the district. This may  order  services. 
use. Increase air pollution associated1o• th car 

use. 
Adoptionof theproposed settlement 

The likelyeffects of not adoptinga
 

12. To manageprudently hierarct1ymay help to encourage use of 
settlement hierarchy 1•0!1depend upon the Considering Stoney Stanton as a Large 

also affect the availability of local provisionof  services andmayhelp to services, whichcould actually Increase  minimise car use. car use for existing residents. 
 
 
 

Identifying the scale and typeof 
mineral resourcesand previously developed sites. The chosen locations  for development. 

However, not adopting a settlement 
Vill age may allow more opportunities for developmentto be allowed in each level 

avo!d / reducepollutionof proposed settlement hierarchy Includes -0- housingdevelopment however thisIs No effectsare anticipated. 8 or thehierarchymayenable thelevel of 

land.  an all01•1ancefordevelopment on  
hierarchymay result in missed fikely tobe on greenfield sites. 

housing to be targetedlo encourage 

brOl•mfieldsitesin theMedium Villages. opportunitiesto encourage br01vnfield   development of brovmfieldsites.
 

land development. 
 

Noeffects are anllcipated.Opportuni1ies 
13. To minimiseenergy 

to make use of onstte renewable energy No effects are anticipated. Opportunities No effects are anticipated.Opportunities N o effects are anticipated. Opportunities No effects are anticipated. Opportunities 

use and develop 
renewable energy 

resources. 

as part of development shouldbe sought 
where possible. There may be 

opportunities l o link development at 
Leicester Forest East vnththe nearby 

potential1•nnd energy site. 

l o make use of onsite renewableenergy lo make use or onsite renewable energy to make use of onstte renewab le energy to make useof onsite renewable energy 
as part of development should be sought as part of development shouldbe sought as part of developmentshould be sought as part of development shou:d be sought 

where possible. where possible. where possible. wherepossible. 

if 
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Key 

'fr Optionmoving towardsachievement of Sustainability Appraisal  objective -0- Op tion moving away from achievement of SustainabilityAppraisal objective 
 

Unknol'm: depends on how optionwillbe Implemented 
 

Neutral: no relationship with Sustainabiilty Appraisal objective 

 Alternative  Optionsfor SettlementHierarchy 

Sustainability Appraisal Adopt theproposed settlementhierarchy Not adopt a settlement hierarchy 
Consider Stoney Stanton as a Large Village Consider Stoney Stanton as a Medium Village Identify what scale and type of development 

Objec tiv es Ins tead of a Rural Centre  instead of a Rural Centre  would be allowed 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect  Comment Effect  Comment 

The likelyeffects of not adopting a 
Adoptionof theproposedselllemenl seltlement   hierarchywilldependuponlhe 

hierarchyl'nll helptodirect development chosen locations for development. 
14. Toreduce so thatii links In vnth existingservices However, notadopting a settlement 

 
 

Considering StoneyStantonasa Large 
Villagemay  allowmorehousing 

 

Considering StoneyStanton as a Medium 
Villagemayhelp to restrict development 
Inandaroundthevillage whlchmay  help 

 
 

Identifyingthe scale and typeof 
development tobe allowed In eachlevel of thehierarchy willenable the level of 

greenhouse gas 'fr which1•nnhelp toreduce theneed for hierarchy maylead to inappropriate developmentIn this area which could tominimisecar use. However, this could housingtobebelierlinked\'nththe 
emissionsto mitigatethe  people to travelandminimise the  levels of developmentin rural areas  increase caruseand associated 
rate of climate change. distance of car trips. This 1•nll help to which may increase the number and emissions relating to accessing higher 

minimise greenhouse gas emissions lengthof car trips in the district. This may order services. 
associated vnthcar use.  increasegreenhousegas emissions 

associated1•nth car use. 
 

Adoption of the proposed settlement 
hierarchy may help to protect some The likely effects of not adopling a 

also affect theavailability of local provisionof services andmay helpto 
services, whichcould actuallyincrease  minimisecar use. 

car usefor existing residents. 

areas of floodplain lhrough reslriction of 
15. To avoid development in the rural areasof the settlement hierarchy1•nndepe nd upon the Considering Stoney Stanton as a Large Considering Stoney Stanton as a Medium 

chosenlocations for development.  Village may allow more housing  Village mayhelp torestrict development development in the floodplain andreduce the district. However, ii may also encourage more development on the edge of the However. not adopting a setllement 1; developme nt,which could affect anarea in and around the village, whichcould No effects are anticipated. 

Impactsof Climate  more urban settlements, which may 
change. affectlhefloodplainintheseareas(e.g. 

partsof Glenfield, Kirby Muxloe, 
Braunslone Town, Glen Parva and Biaby 

are \'nlhin the floodplain). 

hierarchymay leadto inappropriate of floodplain to theeast and north of the help to protect floodplain to the easl and 
levels of development in certain areas  village.  northof  the village. 

which could affect the floodplainIn these 
areas. 

 

16. Toinvolve people, 
throughchanges to Adoptionof theproposed settlement 

Thelikely effectsof not adopling a 
selllemenlhierarchywill depend upon lhe 

 
ldenlifying thescale and typeof 

development lo be allowed Ineach level 
lifestyleand at work, in hierarchy1•nllhelptodirect development 

chosenlocalions for development.
 or the hierarchyvAU enable the levelof 

prevenlingand 'fr so that it linksin l'nth existing services Hhieorwarecvheyr,mnaoyt aledaodptliongInaaspeplrlloepmrieantet Noeffects are anticipated. No effeclsare anlicipated. i housing to be belier linked with the 
minimisingadverse local, which mayhelp to encourage people to 

regional andglobal  use their carsless. 
environmental lmpacls. 

levelsor developmentin rural areas 
which may restrict people's use of 

suslainablelransport modes. 
 

The likely effecls of not adopling a 
setllemenl hierarchy1•n!Idepend upon lhe Considering Stoney Slanton as a Large 

provisionof services and may help to 
encourage people lo use!heir carsless. 

 
 
 
 

Identifying the scale andtypeof 
Adoplionof the proposed selllement chosenlocations for development. Villagemayallow moreopportuntiies for developmenttobe allowedin each level 

17. To Improve access to hierarchy1•AII help to direct housing so However,  not adopting a setllemenl 
education and training for 'fr that it rnksin1•nth existing services, hierarchymay leadto Inappropriate 

housing developmenl, which may put 
pressure on existing educational facilities Noeffects are anlicipaled. of the hierarchy1n• ll enable thelevel of 

housing tobe  belier linked \'nlh  the 
children, young people Includingeducational facililies.This1•nll levels of development whichin certain 

andadullleamers. help to ensure goodaccess for alllo areascould put pressure oneducational 
education.  facililies. It may also result in 

Inappropriate levels of development In 
areas 1•nthlimited access to education. 

in the village. There Is one primary school provisionof  services andwould  allow 
in the village. Conlribulions to Improve appropriate contributions lo be Identified. 
educational facilities 1n•ll be required. 

 
The likely effecls of not adopting a Identifying the scale and type of 

Adoption of the proposed settlement selllemenl hierarchy1•nll depend upon lhe development to be allowedin eachlevel 
hierarchy vnll help to direct housing and chosenlocations for development. of Iha hierarchy1· 11enable the level of 

18. To develop a slrong 
cullure of enterprise and 

innovationwhilst 

providing access to 'fr 
appropriate employment 

opportunilies for local 

employmentdevelopment sothat it links 
In with exisling resldenlial areas and 
employm ent sites, which will help lo 
ensure good access lo employment 

opportunilies forlocalpeople. 
Selllements in the PUA, lo1•ms and Large 

Nevertl1eless, not adopling a settlement 
hierarchy l'nllplacelessrestrictions on Considering Stoney Stanlonas a Large 
development in rural areas which may Village may allow more opportunilies for 

help1o Increase employment 'fr employment development, which may 
development. improveaccess lo employment for  local 

However, this mayleadto employment residents. 

 
Considering Stoney Stanlon as a Medium 

Village mayrestricl opportuntiies for 
employment developmenl in this village. 

housing andemploymenl developmentto 
be betler linked vnlh exisling resldenlial 
areas and employmentsites. In addilion, 

it vnll give potenital developers more 
informali on which may encourage more 
employment development in the dislricl. 

people. Villages havea wide range of facililies sitesbeing located in more Isolated However, if the Core Strategyis too 
areas1•nthpoorer access for local prescriptive thismay reduce employment 

people, particularly in relalion to public developmentopportunities. 
lransport. 

 
 

Adoption of the proposed selllemenl 
hierarchy mayhelp to encourage use of The likely effecls of not adopting a 

previously developed sites,existing selllement hierarchy wiU depend upon the Considering Sloney Stanton as a Large 
ldenlifying thescale andtypeor 

19. To optimise the use buildings and exisling infrastructurein chosen locationsfor development. 
of previously developed 'fr urban areas. Larger selllements may However, not adoptinga setUement -0- 

Village may allow moreopportunities for 
hOusing developmenthowever U1ereare No effects are anlicipaled. 

development lo be allowed in each level 
of the hierarchymay enable the level of 

housing lo be targeled to encourage 
l and, buildings and have more bro1•mfleld opportunilies than  hierarchy may result in missed 

existing infraslruclure.  smaller settlements. The proposed opportunities toencourage use of 
settlementhierarchyIncludesan previously developed sites, existing 

allowance for developmenton brownfield buildings andexisting infrastructure. 
sites In the Medium Villages. 

limited previouslydevelopedsiles in this developmentof brovmfleldsites anduse 
village.  of existing buildings andInfrastructure. 

 
20. To promote and 

ensure high standardsof 
suslainabledesign and 

conslruclion. 
21. Tominimisewaste 

 
 

Depends upon detaileddesign. Depends upondetailed design. Depends upon detaileddesign. 8 Depends upondetailed design. Depends upon detailed design. 

8 
aunsdetoai nnndcrreeacsyectlihnegroef- Depends upon detailed design. 

wasle materials. 

Depends upon detailed design. Depends upon detailed design. Dependsupondetailed design. Depends upon detaileddesign. 

'fr 

andaccess 10 publ ic transport. 

8 8 

8 
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Key  
1J Option moving towards achievement of Sustainabliity Appraisal objective -0, Opti on mo ving a wayfrom achievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective 

 Unknol'm: depends on how option will beimplemented Neutral: no relationship withSustainability Appraisal objective 
 

 
 
Sustalnablllty Appraisal 

Objectives 

Alternative Options for Settlement Hierarchy 
 

Adopt the proposed settlement hierarchy 

 

Not adopt a settlement hierarchy 
  

Consider Stoney Stanton as a Large Village 
Instead of a Rural Centre 

Consider Stoney Stanton as a Me dium Village 
Instead of a Rural Centre 

Identify what scale and type of development 
would be allowed 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect  Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 
 
 
22. To Improve access to 
services. particularly for 
those without a car and 
for disabled,elderly and 

deprived people. 

 
 

1J 

 
 
 

Adoption of the proposed settlement 
hierarchy1n•ll help to direct housing so 

thatit links in withexisting services in the 
better served settlements of thedistrict. 
Thiswillhelptoensuregoodaccess to 

services for allin thedistrict. 

  
The likelyeffectsof not adopting a 

setUement hierarchywill dependuponthe 
chosen locationsfor development. 

Nevertheless, not adopting a selllement 
hierarchy may lead to inappropriate 
levels of development whichIn cerlain 
areas couldput pressure on existing 

services. II may also resultIn 
inappropriatelevelsof development in 

areaswithlimited services. 

  
 
 

Stoney Stantonhas a goodrange of 
basic services, however access tohigher 
order servicesIs likelytorelyoncaruse. 
Inaddition, considering Stoney Stanton 
asa Large Village may put pressure on 

existing services in the village. 

  
 
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

 
 

1J 

 
 

Identifying thescale and type of 
development to be allowedIneachlevel 
of the hierarchy II enable the level of 
housing to be better linked l'nththe 

provisionof services, helping toensure 
goodaccess to services for all in the 

district. 

 
 
 
 

23. To encourage and 
develop the use of public 

transport, cycling and 
walking. 

 
 

1J 

 
 

Adoption of the proposed settlement 
hierarchy,,;11helpto direct development 
so that it linksin with existing services 
andpublic transport provision. Thi,s,; 11 
help to encourage people to walk, cycle 
and usepublic transportbecause shorter 

Journeys are required. 

  
The likely effects of not adopting a 

settlementhierarchy1·nll depend upon the 
chosenlocallons  for development. 
However, not adopting a setuement 

hierarchy may leadto inappropriate 
levels of development In rural areas 

which may restrict opportunities to 
encourage walking, cycling and public 

transportuse because longer Journeys 
are required. 

  
 
 
 
 

Noeffectsare anticipated. 

  
 
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

 
 

1J 

 
 

Identifying the scale and typeof 
development to be allowedin each level 
or the hierarchy will enable the levelof 
hous ing t o be b ette r lin ked with the 

provisionof services andpublictransport 
links. Thiswill help to encourage walking, 

cyclingand  public    transportuse. 
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Key 

'fr Opt ion moving towardsachievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective -0,   Option moving away from achievementof Sustainability Appraisal objective 

Unkno1•m: depends on how option will be implemented Neutral: no relationship with Sustainability Appraisal objective 

 
 
 
Suslalnablllty Appraisa 

Objectives 

Alternative Options for the Motorways RetaII Area (MRA) and Retail development 
 
l Allowmanaged growth or the MRA where II can be demonstrated there would be no 

significantadverse Impactson town centres 

 
Prevent any further expansion of the MRA 

Effect Comment  Effect Comment 

1. To ensure the 
provisionor decent and 
affordable housing lhal 
meets local needs and 
links Into the provisionor 

services. 

  
 
 

No effectsare anticipated. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

 
2. To Improvehealth and 
reducehealth inequalities 

bypromoting healthy 
lifestyles, protecting 
health andproviding 

access lo health 
services. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

 
3. To provide belier 

opportuni ties for people 
to access and 

understandlocalheritage 
andparticipate incultural 

and recreational 
activities. 

  
 
 
 

No effects areanticipated. 

  
 
 

No  effects are anticipated. 

4. ToImprovecommunity 
safety, reduceanti-social 
behaviour and the fear of 

crime. 

  
It is not considered that growth of the MRA willhavea significant effect upon 

community safety and crime. However, design of any newretail facilities should seek to 
prevent crime through design. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

5. To promote and 
support the 

empowerment of local 
communities in creating 

and implementing 
solutions that meet their 

needs focusing 
particularly on young, 
elderly and deprived 

people. 

  
 
 

II ls not considered that growth of the MRA will have a significant effect upon 
empowerment of local communities.However, it is Important lo ensure that allgroups 
within local communities are consulted andgiven opportunities to Input Into the planning 

and design of new developments. 

  
 
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

6. To protect and 
enhance thenatural 
environment (species 
andhabitats) whilst 

contributinglo the 
achievement of 

BiodiversityActionPlan 
(BAP) targets. 

 
8 

 
 

Growht  of the MRA could lead to some development which couldhave aneffect upon 
the naturalenvironmen,tdependingondesignandspecificlocationof development. 
Largerscale expansion couldaffecttheAylestone Meadows LNR,whichIs located 

approximately500metresfrom  theexistingFossePark  shoppingcentre. 

 

'fr 

 
 
 

Preve ntingany further expansionof theMRA mayhelp lo protect biodiversity In this 
area from adverse effects of development,including the Ayleslone MeadowsLNR. 

 
7. To conserve and 

enhance the character, 
diversity and local 

distinctivenessof to1•ms 
and villagesin Blaby 

district. 

  
 
Allowing growth of the MRA only whereil canbe demonslraled there willbeno adverse 

effecis on town centres may help to protect the viability and vitality of Blaby lovm 
centre. However, developmentof the MRA is unlikely lo enhance the characier or town 

centres. 

 
'fr 

 
 
Preventingany further expansionof the MRA mayhelplo encourage retailersto stayin, 
ormoveto, townandvillagecentres,IncludingBlaby,which may helplo enhancetheir 

diversity. 

8. To preserve and 
enhanco the character 

and appearance or 
archaeological sites, 
historic buildings, 
conservation sites, 

historic parks andother 
cultural assets. 

  
 

Allowing managed growth or theMRA couldhave an effect uponanyunknown 
archaeologci al sites which may be present in the vicinity of the MRA. Anarchaeological 
assessmentshouldbe undertakenpriortodevelopmentandappropriatemitigation 

(e.g. retentionof assets In situ) Implemented. 

  
 
 

No effecis are anticipated. 

 
9. To conserve and 

enhance the character, 
diversity andlocal 

distinctivenessof the 
rural landscape In 

the district. 

  
 

Allowingmanagedgrowth of theMRAcould leadtosomedevelopment1,·tiichcould 
have anadverse effect uponthe surrounding landscape. It is important to ensure that 

anynewrelail development Is sensitivelydesigned. 

 
'fr 

 
 

Preventing any further expansionof theMRA may help to protect the landscape 
surrounding this area. 

 
 
 
10. To manage prudently 
water resources and to 
Improve water quality. 

  
Allowing managed growth or the MRA may result in increased risk of pollutionof nearby 

walerresources, including the River Soar and the Grand Union Canal. 
Some land around theMRA is 1r•ilhinthefloodplain. Any option whichresults in 

development In thefloodplainwhieh could Increasetherisk of flooding.A site specific 
FRA mayneed to be undertakenprior lo development and appropriatemitigation 

Implemented.SuDS techniquesshould be investigatedwhere appropriate. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 
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providing access to fr toemployment for people IMngin theareasaroundtheMRA.Ensuringthatthere1•nll 

t 

 
 
 
 

 Key  
fr 

 
Optionmoving towards achievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective ,{).  Option moving away from achievementof Sustalnability Appraisal objective 

Unknown: depends on how optionwill be implemented Neutral: norelationship with Sustainability Appraisal objective 

 

Al tern ative Options for the Motorways Retati Area (MRA) and RetaII development 
 

Sustalnablllly Appraisal Allow managed growth of the MRA where It can be demonstrated there would be no Prevent any further expansi on of the MRA 
Objectives  significant adverse Impacts on town centres 

Effect Comment Effect Comment 
11. To improve air quality Allowing managed growth of the MRA could result in some additional development Preventingany furtherexpansion of the MRA may help to limit any further traffic growth 

partlcularly through 
reducingtransportrelated 

pollutants. 
 12. 

To manage prudently 

,{). which may increasetraffic, as people tendto access the siteby car. Consideration associated withthe MRA 
should be given to Improvingpublci  transport, walking and cycling links lo the MRA. 

 

Al!OY ng managed growth of the MRA could result In small increases In pollutionof 

mineralresourcesand 
avoid I reducepollution of 

land. 
 13. 

To minimise energy 

previously undeveloped land. 
Development of additional retail facilitiesmay alsoincrease use of mineral resources. 
Opportunities tore-use mineralresources In construction should be sought wherever 

possible. 

Allowing managed growth of the MRA maypresent some opportunities for inclusion of 
renewableenergy technologiesas part of new development. There maybe 

No effects areanticipated. 

useand develop 
renewable energy 
resources. 

opportunitiesforprovisionofonsiterenewableenergydevelopment.Newbuildings No effectsareanticipated. 
should be highlyenergy efficient and include technologies suchas solar panels to 

minimiseenergy consumption. 
14. 

To reduce Allowing managed growth of theMRA could result in some additional development 
greenhouse gas ,{). whichmayincreasetraffic,aspeople tend to access the site by car. Thiswould Preventing any further expansion of the MRA mayhelp to limit any further traffic growth 

emissionsto mitigate the  therefore have an adverse effect upon greenhouse gas emissions. Consideration associated\'  ththeMRA. 

rate of climate change. should be given to Improving public transport, walking and cycling links lo the MRA. 
 

Some land aroundthe MRA is 1· thin the Ooodplain. Any option which results in 15. 
To avoid development In theOoodplain whichcouldIncrease the risk of flooding, particularly 

development In the given the effects of climatechange.   A site specific FRA laking intoaccount climate Preventing anyfurther expansionof the MRA may help toprotect the floodplain In this 

floodplain and reduce the clla nge may need to be undertaken prior to development andappropriate mitigatoi n fr 
impacls of climate Implemented. SuOS techniques should be Investigated where appropriate. 

cllange. All buildingsshould includeclimate cllange adaptation measures (e.g. provision 
featurestopromote coolingin  summer). 

 
area. 

 

16. 
Toinvolvepeople, 

through cllanges to Preventing any further expansion of the MRA mayhelp to encourage retailers lo stay in, 
lifestyle and at work, in  Allol'f.nggrowthof lhe MRAmay leadto somedevelopment on thesesiteswhlcll are 

preventing and less easyto access by public transport,cyclingandwalking. Considerationshould be 
minimisingadverse local, given  toimproving pubilctransport, walking andcyclinglinkslo \heMRA. 

regionalandglobal 
environmental impacts. 

 17. 
To improveaccess to 

andmove to. townand villagecentres. As thesecentreslendlo be moreaccessible by 
transportmodes other thantheprivatecar,this option may help to encouragepeopleto 

usetheircars less. 

education and trainingfor No elfects are anticipated. No effects are anticipated. 
children. young people 

and adult learners. 
 

18. 
To develop a strong 

culture of enterpriseand Preventingany further expansion of theMRA may restrict economic growth and Job 
innovation whilst Allowing growth of theMRA may lead tosomejobcreation whichwouldprovideaccess creation in this area. However, It mayalsohelploencourageretailers to slayin. and 

move to, townandvillagecentres.Thiswou!dimproveaccess toemployment for some 
appropriate employment be no adverse effects on town centresl'nll alsohelp to protect Jobs  In these areas. people. as centres  tendto be moreaccessible by transportmodes other thanthe 

opportuntiies for local   private car. 
people. 

 
 

19. Tooptimisethe use Allowinggrowthof theMRA couldalsoresultInsomeadditionaldevelopment of Preventing anyfurtherexpansionof the MRAmayhelpto encourageuse of towncentre 
ofpreviouslydeveloped undeveloped sites.However, ensuringthat there1•nllbe  no adverse effeclsontown 

land, buildings and  centres may help to encourageuseof towncentre sites, whichare morelikely to 
existinginfraslruclure.   present opportuniti es for the re-use of previously developed land and buildings. 

20. To promoteand Allowing growth of theMRA may present opportunities lo make use of sustainable 

sites asanalternative, whicllare morelikelyl opresent opportunities for there-use of 
previouslydevelopedland  andbuildings. 

ensure high standards of 
sustainabledesign and 

construction. 

designandconstructionIn thenew development.However, thisdepends upon the No effects areanticipated. 

specifics of the proposals. Highquality sustainabledesign should be encouraged. 
21. To minimsi e waste Allowing growthof the MRA may result in some development, 1-.i llch would i nvolve 
and to increase the re- 
use andrecyclingof 

waste materials. 

productionof waste during constructionand operation.II Is thereforeImportantto No effects are anticipated. 

ensure that recyclni g facilitiesare provided as part of any new retail facilities. 

22. To improve access lo Preventingany further  expansion of the MRA mayrestrict provision of retail facilities 
services, particularly for 
thoseWithout a car and ,{). 

Allol'nng growthof the MRA may result in improved relail services, however the MRA is 
lessaccessible to non-car modes of transport.   Consideration should be given to 

whichcannot be accommodatedIn the town centre. However, iimay alsohelp to 
encourage retailers lo stayin, andmoveto, l o1•m andvillagecentres, whichtend tobe 

for disabled,elderly and improvnig public transport finks to the MRA. 
deprived people. 

more accessible by transport modes other than the private car. 

To encourage and Preventing any further expansion of the MRAmayhelp to encourage retailers to stay in, develop the useof public ,{). Al101· ng growthof the MRAmay lead to some development on these sites whicll are andmove lo, to1•mand villagecentres. Asthesecentres tendtobe moreaccessible by 
 

transport, cycling and less easy lo access by public transport, cycling andwalking. 8 lransport modes other than the private car, thisoption may help lo encourage walking, 

walking. cyclingandpublictransport  use. 

23. 

i 
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Key 

tl' Option moving towards achievement of Sustainability Appraisalobjective .(). Option moving awayrrom achievementof Sustainability Appraisal objective 

Unknovm: depends onhow optionwill be implemented Neutral: no relationship with Sustainability Appraisalobjective 
 

 
 
Sustainability Appraisal 

Objectives 

Alternatfve Optionsfor Green Wedges 
 
Only  allow  housing and employmentrequirementsoutsideof 

Green Wedges as curre ntl y defined 

 
Review Green Wedges to ensure developmentIs only located 

in the least sensitive areas 

Not support Green Wedgesbut ensure that development Is 
locatedwhere It has best access to Infrastructure and 

services 

 
Identify additional Green Wedges In association with new 

development 

El fect Comment Effect Comment Eff ect Comment Effect Comment 

1. To ensure the 
provision of decent and 
affordable housing that 
meets focal needs and 
linksinto theprovision of 

services. 

 

.(). 

Restricting development outside the areas currently 
designatedas Green Wedges may mean that the levels 
of housing development set out In the RSS cannot be 

achieved In locations which have good service 
provision,which mayhave an adverse effect upon the 

provision of newhousing in thedistrict. 

  

Reviewing the Green Wedges may result in moreland 
whlchcould beused for housing development to meet 

RSSrequirements. However, this option may still 
restrict housingdevelopment fromcertain areas. 

 
tl' 

Not supporting the Green Wedgeswillhelp to ensure 
more landis available for housing development so that 
the levels set out in the RSS canbe achieved.localing 
development where it has best access to infrastructure 
and services will ensure that housing fi nks Into service 

provision. 

  
 
 

No erfects  are anticipated. 

 
2. To Improvehealth and 
reduce health inequalities 

by promoting healthy 
lifestyles,protecting 
health and providing 

access tohealth 
services. 

 

tl' 

 
Green Wedges provide access togreenopenspace for 
local residents which contributetowardsrecrnalionand 

wel belng. Thereof re protection or the current Green 
Wedges from housing andemployment development 
willhelp toensure that sufficient green open space is 

available for residents In the future and have a 
beneficial effect uponhealth. 

 
 

.(). 

Reviewing the Green Wedges may result inlossof 
some areas currentlydesignated as Playand Open 
Space, which mayresult in a reduction in thelevel of 
green open space available for local residents to 

access. Thiscould have an adverse effectuponhealth 
and well-being. 

Access togreenopen space should be takeninto 
consideration when reviewni g Green Wedges. 

 
 

.(). 

 
Not supporting the Green Wedges Is likelyto result In 
loss of areas currenUy designatedas Play and Open 
Space, which may result In a reductionin the level of 

green open space available for local residentsto 
access. This could have an adverse effect uponhealth 

and well-being. 

 

tl' 

 
Green Wedges provideaccessto green open space for 
local residents which contribute towards recreation and 
well-being. Therefore Identificationof additional Green 
Wedges willhelp to ensure that surficient green open 

spaceis available for residents in the future andhave a 
beneficial effect upon health. 

 
 

3. To provide better 
opportunities for people 

to access and 
understandlocal heritage 
andparticipateincultural 

and recreational 
activities. 

 
 

tl' 
, 

 
 
 

Green Wedges provide recreational facilities, green 
open space and access to thecountryside for local 
residents. Therefore protection or the current Green 
Wedges from housing and employment development 
•nil help to ensure that access to recreational activities 

Is available for residents in the future. 

 
 
 

.(). 

Reviewing the Green Wedges may result in loss of 
some areas currently designated as Playand Open 
Space, whichmay result in a reduction in thelevelof 
green open space and recreational facilities available 
for local residents tomake useof. It mayalsoarfect 
access to thecountryside. This would haveanadverse 
effect uponaccess to recreational activities. Access to 
green open space and recreationalfacilities should be 

taken Into consideration when reviewing Green 
Wedges. 

 
 
 

.(). 

 
 
Not supporitngthe Green Wedges Is likely to result In 
loss of areas currentlydesignated as Play and Open 
Spac, e which may re sult In a reduction In the level or g 
reen   op en  sp ace andrecreational facilities available 
forlocal residents to makeuseof.It may also arfect 
access to  thecountryside.This wouldhaveanadverse 

erfect upon access to recreationalactivities. 

 
 

tl' 

 
 
 

Green Wedges provide recreational racililies, green 
open space and  access to thecountrysdi e for local 

residents. Therefore Identificationof additional Green 
Wedges wilt help to ensurethat accessto recreationla 

activities are available for residentsIn the future. 

4. ToImprove community 
safety, reduceanti-social 
behaviour and  the fearof 

crime. 

 No elfects are anticipatedrelating to this objective, 
howeveropportuntiies topromote socialinteraction and 
communityovmershlp 1•nthinGreen Wedges should be 

sought to help improve communi ty sarety. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 

No errects areanticipated. 

 No effects areanticipated relating to this objective, 
however opportuni tiesto promote social interaction and 
community01•mership vnthinGreenWedges shou!dbe 

sought to help Improve community sarely. 

5. To promote and 
supportthe 

empowerment of local 
communities In creating 

and Implementing 
solutions that meet their 

needs focusing 
particularly on young, 
elderly anddeprived 

people. 

  
 
 

No elfects are anticipatedrelating to thisobjective, 
however opportunities to promotecommunity 

involvement 1•nthinGreen Wedges (e.g. community 
management) should be sought. 

  
 
 
 
 

No effectsare anticipated. 

  
 
 
 
 

No erfects are anticipated. 

  
 
 

No elfects are anticipated relating to this objective, 
however opportunities to promote community 

Involvement within Green Wedges (e.g. community 
management) should be sought. 

 
 

6. To protect and 
enhance thenatural 
environment (species 
and habitats) whilst 

contributing to the 
achievement of 

Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) targets. 

 
 

tl' 

 
 
Protection of thecurrent Green Wedges from housing 
and employmentdevelopment 1•nll help to protect the 

natural environment, Including BAP species and 
habitats in theseareas. Narborough Bog SSSI, 

Enderby Bog SSSI and AylestoneMeadows LNR are 
located within the current GreenWedges, thererore this 

option wilt alsohelp toprotect thesesites. 

 

8 

Reviewing the Green Wedges may result in 
deveol pment of some or these areas, which may have 
adverseeffects upon the natural environmentincluding 
lossor disturbance to habitats and species within the 

Green Wedges. 
Howeverensuring that developmentIs only locatedin 
theleast sensitiveareas vnll enablethe protectionof 
ecologicallyImportantareas. suchas NarboroughBog 
SSSI,EnderbyBogSSSIandAy!estoneMeadows LNR 

and areas where BAP habitats and species are 
present. 

 
 
 

.(). 

 
 

Not supporitng the Green Wedges is likely to resultin 
development  of some of theseareas, whichIslikelyto 
h ave adverse effects upon the natural environment 

Including loss or disturbance to habitats and species of 
the Green Wedges. In particular, developmentcould 
adverselyarfect Narborough Bog SSSI, Enderby Bog 

SSSt  and Ay!estoneMeadows LNR. 

 
 

tl' 

 
 
 
 
Identification of additional Green Wedges may help to 
protect existing areas of ecological importance from 
developmentandpresent opportunities to enhance 

biodiversity to achieve BAP targets. 

 
7. To conserve and 

enhance the character, 
diversity and local 

dislinctivenessof lO\•ms 
and villagesIn Blaby 

district. 

 

tl' 

 
The current GreenWedges provide separationfor a 

number of settlements within the district. Protection of 
thecurrent Green Wedgesfrom housingand 

employmentdevelopmentwill thereforehelp to 
conservethe character, diversity and distinctivenessof 

these settlements. 

 
8 

Reviewing the Green Wedges may result In 
developmentof someof theareasbetweensettlements 

In the district, which could lead to a loss or the 
individuality and distinctiveness of thesesettlements. 
Ensuring that development isonlylocated Intheleast 
sensitive areas may enable protection or someareas 

whichareImportantformaintainingIndividuality. 

 
 

.(). 

 
 

Not supporting the Green Wedges is likely toresultin 
development or some of theareas between settlements 

in the district, which could lead to a loss of the 
Individuality and distinctivenessof these setUements. 

 

tl' 

 

Identification of additional GreenWedges mayhelp to 
protect andenhance green open spaces surrounding 
to1•ms and villages,which wilthelp toconserve the 

characte,rdiversityanddistinctivenessor settlements In 
thedistrict. 

 
 

8. To preserve and 
enhance the character 

and appearance of 
archaeological sites, 
historic buildings, 
conservation sites, 

historicparks and other 
cultural assets. 

 
 
 

tl' 

 
 
 
 
Protection of the current Green Wedges from housing 

and employment development vnll help to protect 
archaeological sites1•nthin these areas, Including two 
designatedsites:KirbyMuxtoe Castleandthemoated 

site andgarden enclosure at Glenfield. 

  
 

Reviewing the Green Wedges may result In 
development of someorthese areas, which could have 
adverse effects uponarchaeological sites within the 

Green Wedges. 
Howeverensuring thatdevelopment Is only locatedin 
the least sensitvi e area,s  •nil enable the protection or 

historicallyimportant sites and landscapes Including 
two designated sites: KirbyMuxloeCastle and the 

moated siteandgarden enclosure at Glenfield. 

  
 
 

Not supporting theGreen Wedge is likely toresultin 
development of some of theseareas, whichcould have 
adverse effects upon archaeologicalsites vnthlnthe 

Green Wedges,includingtwodesignatedsites: Kirby 
MuxloeCastle and the moated site andgarden 

enclosure at Glenfield. 

 
 

tl' 

 
 
 
 
 
Identification or additional Green Wedges may help to 

protect and enhance existingareas of historical 
Importance and cultural assets. 
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Key 

1J  Option mo'Jing towardsachievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective -0,  Opt ion m oving away from achievementof Sustainability Appraisal objective 

Unknown: depends on how optionwill beimplemented Neutral: no relationshipwith Sustainability Appraisal objective 
 

 
 

Sustalnablllty Appraisal 
Objectives 

Alternative Options for Green Wedges 

 
Only allow housing and employment requirements outside of 

Green Wedges as currently defined 

 
Review Green Wedges to ensure development is only located 

in the least sensillve areas 

Not support Green Wedges but ensure that development Is 
located where It has best access to infrastructure and 

services 

 
Identify additional Green Wedges In association with new 

development 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
 

9. To conserve and 
enhance thecharacter, 

diversity andlocal 
distinctivenessof the 
rural landscapeIn the 

 
1J 

 
 

Protection of thecurrent Green Wedges from housing 
andemployment development willhelp to conserve the 

characte,rdiversity anddistinctivenessof the rural 
landscape In these areas. 

 
8 

Re'Jie1•Ang the Green Wedges may resultin 
development of some of the areas currently designate 
as Green Wedges, whichcouldhavean adverse efrecl 
uponrural landscape character In thedistrict.Ensuring 
that developmentis only locatedin the least sensitive 
areasmay enable protection of particularly attraclive 

and sensitive rural landscape areas. 

 
 

-0, 

 
 
Not supportingthe Green Wedges  is likely to result in 
d evelopmentof some of the areas currently designated 
as GreenWedges, which could have an adverse effect 

upon rural landscape character inthe district. 

 
1J 

 
 

Id entification of additionalGreen Wedges may help to 
protect and enhance rurallandscapecharacter In the 

district. 

district. 

 
 

10. To manage prudently 
water resources and to 
Improve water quality. 

 
1J 

 

Protection of the current Green Wedges from housing 
andemployment developmentwillhelp to protect waler 

bodies intheseareas (e.g. River Soar andRiver 
Sense) from pollulionassociated withnew development 

and to allow water to percolate intogroundwater. 

 Reviewing the Green Wedges may resultin 
development of some of the areas currently designated 

as GreenWedges, whichcould lead to pollution of 
water bodies In these areas (e.g. River Soar and River 
Sense). Ensuring that development is only locatedin 
theleast sensitiveareas may enable protection of 

sensitive waterbodies. 

 
 

-0, 

 

Not supporting the Green Wedges is likely to result in  
d evelopment of some of the areas currentlydesignated 

as Green Wedges, whlch could lead to pollutionof 
water bodies in these areas(e.g. River Soar and River 

Sense) andincreaserun-off. 

 
1J 

 
 
Identificationof additional Green Wedges may help to 

protect waterbodiesin theseareas(e.g.  River  Soar 
and RiverSense) from pollution associated with new 

development. 

 
 
 
11. Toimproveairquality 

particularly through 
reducing transportrelated 

pollutants. 

 
 

8 

 
 
 

Protection of the current Green Wedges from housing 
andemployment development couldpushdevelopment 
to remoter locations, which may increase car useand 

associated emissions. 

  
Revie1•Angthe Green Wedges may result in  

 

-0, 

 
 

Notsupportingthe Green Wedges Islikely toresultin 
developmentofsomeof theareascurrentlydesignated 
as Green Wedges, whichcouldleadtoincreasedtraffic 

andemissions to air. This could haveanadverse 
effect, particularly given the AOMA already designated 

for the Mt corridor. 

  
 
 
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

developmentof some of the areascurrently designated 
as Green Wedges, whichcouldlead to Increased traffic 

and emissionsto air. This could have an adverse 
effect, particularly giventhe AQMA already designated 

for theM t corridor. However, it may also help to 
concentrate development inurban areas, thus 

potentially encouragni g use of more sustainable modes 
of transport. 

12. To manage prudently 
mineralresources and 

avoid/ reducepollution of 
land. 

1J 
Protection of the current Green Wedges from housing 

and employment development willhelp to protect 
greenfieldland from pollution associated1•nt h new 

development. 

 
-0, 

Reviewingthe Green Wedges mayresult in 
d evelopment or some of the areas currenlly designated 

as GreenWedges, which1•nll leadto pollution of 
greenfield land. 

 
-0, 

Not supporting the Green Wedges Is likely to result In 
d evelopment of some of theareas currentlydesignated 

as Green Wedges, which vnll leadto pollution of 
greenfield land. 

1J 
 

Identificationof additionalGreenWedges mayhelplo 
protect greenfieldland from pollution associatedl' Alh 

new development. 

13. To minimise energy 
use and develop 
renewable energy 

resources. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 
  

No effects are anticipated. 
  

No effects are anticipated. 
  

No effects are anticipated. 

 
14. To reduce  

8 
 
Protection of the current Green Wedges from housing 

  
Revlev ng the GreenWedges mayhelp to concentrate 

  
Not supporting the Green Wedges may help to 

  
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 
greenhouse gas 

emissions to mitigate the 
rate of climate change. 

and employment development could pushdevelopment 
to remoter locations, whichmay Increase car use and 

associated emissions. 

development In urban areas, thus potentially 
encouraging use of more sustainable modes of 

transport. 

concentrate developmentIn urban areas, thus 
potentially encouraginguse of more sustainablemodes 

or transport. 

15. To avoid 
development In the 

noodplain andreduce the 
Impacts of climate 

change. 

  
Protectionofthecurrent Green Wedgesfrom housing 
andemployment development mayhelp to protect the 

floodplainin theseareas. 8 
Re'Jiel'nng the Green Wedges mayresult in 

developmentinthe noodplaln In these areas. Areas 
1•nlhin the noodplain shouldbe takenInto consideration 

when reviel'Ang Green Wedges. 
8 

 

Not supporting the Green Wedges mayresult in 
development in thenoodplalnin these areas. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

16. To involvepeople,   
 

Protection of the current Green Wedges from housing 
and employment development could push development 

to remoter locations, which maymeanless 
opportunities for people to reduce their car use. 

  
 

ReviewingtheGreenWedges mayhelptoconcentrate 
developmentIn urbanareas, thuspotentially 

encouraging use of more sustainable modes of 
transport. 

  
 

Not supporting the Green Wedges may help to 
concentratedevelopment in urban areas, thus 

potentially encouraginguse of more sustainable modes 
of transport. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

throughchanges to 
lifestyleand at work, in 

preventing and 
minimisingadverse local, 

regional and global 
environmentalImpacts. 

17. To improve access to 
education and trainingfor 
children,young people 

and adult learners. 

  
 

No etrecls are anticipated. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 

No effects are anlicipated. 

  
 

No effectsare anticipated. 

 
18. To develop a strong 

 
 

-0, 

 
 

Restric tingdevelopment outsidethe areas currently 
designatedas  GreenWedgesmaymeanthatthelevels 
of employment developmentset out inthe RSScannot 

be achieved, whichmayhaveanadverseetrect upon 
the provision of new employment sttes in the district. 

  
 
 
Revie1•Ang the Green Wedgesmayresult in more land 

which could be used for employment development to 
meet RSS requirements.However, this optionmay still 
restric t employment development from some areas. 

 

1J 

 
 
 

Nol supporting the Green Wedges willhelp to ensure 
mor e landis available for employmentdevelopment so 

that the levels set out In the RSS canbe achieved. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

culture of enterprise and 
innovation whilst 

providing access to 
appropriate employment 

opportunities for local 
people. 

 
19. To optimise the use 
of previously developed 

land, buildings and 
existingInfrastructure. 

 
1J 

 
Restricting development outside the areas currently 

designatedasGreenWedgesmayhelp toencourage 
betteruse of existingbuildingsand previously 

developedland as an alternative to developmentInthe 
Green Wedges. 

 
8 

Reviel'Ang the Green Wedges may lead to 
development or greenfield sitesInsteadofpreviously 
developedlandandre-useof buildings. However, only 
allo1•nng development in the leastsensitive areas may 

stillhelptoencouragesomeuseofexistingbuildings 
andbrownfieldsites. 

 
-0, 

 
 

Not supporting the Green Wedges maylead to 
development of greenfield sites instead of previously 

developed  land or  the reuseof buildings. 

 
1J 

 
Identification of additional Green Wedges mayhelp to 

encou rage belier use of existing buildings and 
previously deve loped land as an alternativeto 

developmentIn the Green Wedges. 



D17 

 

 

Key 

1J Oplion moving lowards achievemenl of Sustainabiilty Appraisal  objeclive -0, Option moving away from achievemenl of Suslainabilily Appraisal objective 

Unkno1•m:depends on how option l'AII be implemented Neutral:norelationshipl' Alh Sus tainability Appraisal objective 
 

 
 
Sustalnablllly Appraisal 

Objectives 

Alternative Options for Green Wedges 
 
Only allow housing and employment requirements outside of 

Green Wedges as currently defined 

 
Review Green Wedges to ensure development Is only located 

In the least sensitive areas 

Not support Green Wedges but ensure that developmentIs 
located where It has best access to infrastructure and 

services 

 
Identify additional Green Wedges In association with new 

development 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment 
20. To promote and 

ensure h:ghstandards of 
sustainable design and 

construction. 

  

No effects areanticipated. 
  

Noeffects are anticipated. 
  

No effects are anlicipaled. 
  

No effects areanlicipaled. 

21. To minimise waste 
and to Increase the re- 
use and recycling of 

waste materials. 

  

No effects are anticipated. 
  

Noeffecls are anlicipaled. 
  

No effects are anticipated. 
  

No effects areanticipated. 

 

22. To improve access to 
services, particularly for 
those1•Athout a carand 
for disabled, elderly and 

deprived people. 

 
1J 

 

Green Wedgesprovide recreational facililles forlocal 
residents. Thereforeprotectionof thecurrentGreen 
Wedges from housing andemployment development 

1r•.llhelplo ensuregoodaccess torecreaitonal facilities 
forresidents inlhefulure. 

  
Reviewing the Green Wedges may result In loss of 

some areas currently designated, which may result in a 
reduction in access to recreational facilities for local 

residents. 
Access to recreational facilities should be taken into 

consideration whenrevieYAng Green Wedges. 

 Notsupporting theGreen Wedges Is likelylo result In 
loss of areas currently designated,whichmay result In 

areductionin access torecreational facifllles. This 
wouldhave anadverse effect upon access lo 

recreational activities.However, locatingdevelopment 
whereit has besl access to infraslructure and services 

vAII ensure that housing links intoserviceprovision. 

 

1J 

 
 

Green Wedges providerecreational facilities for local 
r esidents. Therefore Identification of additionalGreen 
Wedges vAIIhe lp to ensure that access to recreational 

facilities are available for residents in the future. 

 
 
 

23. To encourage and 
develop the use of public 

transport, cycling and 
walking. 

  
 

Protection of Green Wedges1•Ali help to protect 
footpathsandcycleways In these areas. This may help 

lo encourage walking and cycling in the future. 
However, this oplion couldalsopush development to 
remoter locations,whichmaymeanlessopportunities 

for people lo reduce theircar use. 

  
Revie1•rlng theGreen Wedges may result in loss of 

some areas currently designated, which mayresult in a 
loss of footpathsandcycleways in these areas. 
However,il may also mayhelp lo concentrate 
development in urban areas, thus potentially 

encouraging use of more sustainablemodes of 
transport. 

Access to footpathsandcycleways should be takeninto 
consideration when reviewing Green Wedges. 

  
 

Not supporting the GreenWedges Is likely to result In 
lossof areas currently designated, whichmay result In 

a loss of footpaths andcycleways In these areas. 
However, il may also may help to concentrate 

developmentIn urbanareas, thus potentially 
encouraging use ofmore sustainable modes or 

transport. 

 
 

1J 

 
 
 

Identification of additionalGreen Wedges may help lo 
prot ect and enhance existing footpaths and cycleways 
andencourageprovisionornewlinksinthese    areas. 

This may help lo encourage walking and cycling. 
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Key 

if Option moving towards achievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective -0- Option moving away from achievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective 

i Unkn01•m: depends on how option will be Implemented Neutral: no relationship with Sustainability Appraisal objective 

 
 
 
Sustalnablllty Appraisal 

Objectives 

Alternative Options for Addressing Climate Change 

Identify the specific site for a wind energy 
generating facility Identified In climate change 

study 

 
Set out a criteria based policy that seeks to 
guide the location of renewable energy sites 

 
Set out a specific location and a criteria based 

policy 

 
Introduce earlier delivery or CSH phases than 

nationally agreedmilestones 

Seek Improvements In energy efficiency in 
accordance with the agreed phasingapproach 

for CSH 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment  Effect Comment 
 

I . Toensure lhe 
provision ordecent and 
affordable housing that 
meetslocal needsand 

links lnlo the provision of 
services. 

  
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

 Introductionof CSHphases eartier than 
the nationallyagreedmilestones will 

Improve thequality of housing onofferin 
the district.Howeve,rIt may also affect 

the economic viability of delivering 
housing, depending upon the exact 

phases andtimescales set. 

  
Seeking Improvemenst In line with the 

agreed phasing approach for CSH may 
have an effect upon economic viabilityof 
housing. However, all housing In the UK 

will be required tomeet thesame 
standards. 

 
 
2. To improve health and 
reduce heallh inequalities 

by promoting 
heatthy lifestyles, 

protecting heallh and 
providing access lo 

heallh services. 

    
 
 
 
 

No effects are anticipaet d. 

  
 
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

 
 

if 

 
Introductionof CSHphases eartier than 

the nationally agreedmilestoneswill 
improvethequality of housing onofferIn 
thedistrict which\•All h ave a beneficial 

effect uponheallh and well being. 
Housingwill bemoreenergy efficient, 

which will help toreduce fuelpoverty and 
\viiiinclude features such asgood 

daylighting, outdoor space and sound 
insulationto enhance well being. 

  
 
 

While the nationally agreed phasing 
approach for CSH1•AIIhelpto encourage 
considerationof healthissues In housing 

development, no additional effects \'r.ll 
occur fromImplementationof the Core 

Strategy. 

No effects are anticipated. 

  

3. To providebelier 
opportunities for people 

to access and 
understand localheritage 
andparticipate in cullural 

andrecreational 
actMties. 

  
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

  
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

  
 
 

No effects are anticipaet d. 

  
 

Introduction of CSH phases eartler than 
thenationally agreed milestones may 
encourage people to cycle through the 
provision of cycle storage in new homes. 

  

While thenationally agreed phasing 
approach for CSHwillhelp to encourage 
provision of cycle storage, no additional 
effects will occur from implementationor 

the Core Strategy. 

 
   

4. To Improve community 
safety, reduce anti-socai l 
behaviour  andthefearof 

crime. 

  
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

  
 

No effects areanticipated. 

  
 

No effectsareanticipated. 

 
8 

Introductionof CSH phases eartier lhan 
the nationally agreed milestones may 
help toImprovecommunity safety and 

reducecrime throughdesign of housing 
developments. 

 While the nationally agreed phasing 
approach for CSHvnll help to encourage 

reduction orcrime through design, no 
additional effects will occur from 

implementation of the Core Strategy. 

5. To promote and 
support the 

empowerment of local 
communitiesIn creating 

and implementing 
solutions that meet their 

needs focusing 
particularty on young, 
eiderty and deprived 

people. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

6. To protect and 
enhance the natural 
environment (species 
andhaMats) whilst 

contributing to the 
achievement or 

Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) targets. 

  

Identification of a specific site for a wind 
energygenerating facilitycouldhave an 
effect uponbiodiversity in thearea, for 
examplerisks tobirds. Thereare no 
statutorydesignatedsitesinthisarea. 

  
Setting a criteria based policy could help 

to protecthabitats and species from 
adverse effects, if protectionof 

biodiversity is Includedwithin the criteria 
toguide the location of renewable 

energy. 

  
Settinga criteriabasedpolicy could help 
to protecthabitats and species from 

adverse effects, if protectionof 
biodiversity is includedwithin the criteria 

to guide thelocationof renewable 
energy. 

  
Introduction of CSH phases eartier than 

the nationally agreed milestonesmay 
help to encourage protection and 
enhancement of ecology through 

adopting advicefrom a suitably qualified 
ecologist. 

  
While the nationally agreed phasing 

app roac h for CSHwillhelp lo encourage 
considerationof ecology issues in 
housing development, no additional 

effects Ynlloccur from Implementationof 
the Core Strategy. 

7. To conserve and 
enhance the character, 

diversity and local 
distinctivenessof I01•ms 
and villages in Blaby 

district. 

  
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. t 
 
Sellingacriteriabasedpolicycouldhelp 
to protect the character of lovmsand 
villages through incorporating this1·nlhin 

thecriteria to guide the location of 
renewable energy. 

  
Setting a criteriabasedpolicy could help 

to protect the characteror towns and 
villages through Incorporating this within 

the criteria to guide the location of 
renewable energy. 

  
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

8. To preserve and 
enhance the character 

and appearance of 
archaeool gical sites, 
historic buildings, 

conservation sites, 
historicparks and other 

cultural assets. 

  
Identification of the specific sitefor  a 

vnnd energy generating facility or a \•And 
energy generating facility cou!dhave an 
adverse effectuponarchaeologiclaand 
historic sites. There are no statutory 

designated sites in  this area. 

  

Settinga  criteriabasedpolicycouldhelp 
to protect the character of historicsites 

throughincorporating this1•nthinthe 
criteria to guide thelocation of renewable 

energy. 

  

Selling a criteria based policy could help 
toprotect thecharacteror historic site 
through incorporatingthiswithin the 

criteria to guide the location of renewable 
energy. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 

No effects areanticipated. 

 
 

9. To conserve and 
enhance the character, 

diversity and local 
distinctivenessof the 
rurallandscapeIn the 

district. 

  

Identification of a specific site for a wind 
energygeneratingfacilitycould havean 
adverseeffect upon therural landscape 
in this location. HOl'/ever, Identifying this 

specific site may help to avoid 
development or facilities on more 

sensitive sites. 

  
 

Selling a criteria based policy could help 
to protect the most sensitive areas of 

rural landscape throughIncorporating this 
\'nthln the criteria to guide thelocationor 

renewable energy. 

 
i 

 
Identifying a siteand a criteriabased 

policycould result inanadverse effect 
uponthe landscapeIn this particular 
location, howevermay also help to 

protectthemost sensitive areas of rural 
landscape through incorporatingthis 
1•nthln the criteria to guide the location of 

renewable energy. 

  
 
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipaet d. 
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help toreduce pollution of land through 

dislrict andthus willhelp to reduce insulalion materials \'nth alow GWP 

15. Toavoid While the nationallyagreed phasing 

children. youngpeople 

 
 
 
 

Key 

i)' Option movingtowardsachievement of Sus tainability Appraisal objective ,0.  Option moving away from achievement of Sustainability Appraisal objective 

Unknown: depends on how option will be Implemented Neutral : no relationship 1·th Sustainability Appraisal objective 
 

 
 

Sustalnablllly Appraisal 
Objectives 

Alternative Options for Addressing Climate Change 
 

Identify the specific site for a wind energy 
Set out a criteria based policy that seeks to Set out a specific location and a criteri a based  Introduce earlier delivery of CSH phases than Seek Improvements In energyefficiency In 

generating facility Identified in climate change   accordance wilh the agreed phasing approach 

study guide the location of renewable energy sites  policy  nationally agreed milestones  for CSH 
Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect  Comment Effect  Comment Effect  Comment 

lntroduclion of CSH milestonesearlier 
than those nationallyagreed willhelp lo 

encourage useof water efficiency While the nationally agreedphasing 
10. To manageprudently measures, particularly towards the levels approach for CSHwill help to encourage 
water resources andto Noeffects are anticipated. No effects are anticipated. No effectsare anticipated. i)' 3, 4, 5 and 6 of the CSH which have 

stringent requirements in  terms  of water efficiencymeasures, no additional 
Improvewater quality. reducing water use.In addition,It \'All 

effects  ti   occur from Implementationof
 

11 encouragesustainable  construction 
measures, which mayhelp to protect 

water resources. 

the Core Strategy. 

 
Setting out a criteria based policy that 

seeks lo guide the location of renewable 
11. To Improve air quality Identification of a specific site for a wind energy  sites may contributetowards the 

 
 

Identifyinga site and a aileriabased Introduc tionof CSHphases earlier than 

 
 

While thenationally agreed phasing 
approach for CSH willhelp to encourage 

particularly through i)' energy generating facility mayhelp to development ofrenewable energy i)' policy may help lo reduce air pollution the nationally agreedmilestonesmay useof low NOx boilers and more 
reducing transport related reduce alr pollution associated 1· th fossil resources depending upon theprecise associated with fossil fuel energy help toimproveair qualitythroughmore sustainable construction  activities, no 

pollutants. fuel energy generation. criteriaset. This may help to reduce air 
pollution associated with fossilfuel 

energy generation. 

generation. sustainableconstruciton  activitiesand 
useof low NOx boilers. additionaleffects \•All occur from 

lmp?ementationof the Core Strategy. 

 

12. Tomanage prudently 
mineralresources and 

avoid / reduce pollution of 

Introductionof CSHphasesearlier than While  thenationallyagreedphasing 
approach for CSHwillhelp to encourage 

No effectsare anlicipaled. No effects areanticipated. Noeffects are anticipated. the nationally agreed milestones may more sustainable construcUon activi lies, 
land. more sustainable constructionactivities. no additional effects \•nil occur from 

Implementation or the Core Strategy. 
 
 

Identifci ationof a specific site for a wind energy generating facility will contribute 
 

Setting out a criteria based policy that Identifyinga site and a criteria based Introduction of CSH milestones earlier  While the nationally agreed phasing 
13. To minimise energy seeks to guide thelocation of renewable policy will contribute significantly towards than those nationally agreed will help to approach for CSHvnl l help to encourage 

use anddevelop 
renewable energy i)' 

significantly towardsdevelopment of 
energy sites may contribute towards the 

renewable energy resources in the  development of renewable energy 
development of renewable energy 

resourcesIn the district. Therenewable i)' encourage energy efficient design and  energy efficient design andrenewable 
renewable energy production, particularly energy production, noadditional effects 

resources. district. Therenewable energyfeasibility energy feasibilitystudyIdentifiedthat this towards thelevels 4, 5 and 6 of the CSH 
study Identified that thissite could resources dependingupontheprecise sitecould provide energyfor 2,796 whichhave stringent energy \•niloccur fromimplementaitonof the 
provide energy for 2,796 homes. criteria set. 

homes. requirements. Core Strategy. 

 
ldenlificationof a specific site fora wind Setting out a criteria basedpolicy that 

Introductionof CSH milestones earlier 

14. To reduce energy generatingfaci'ity willcontribute seeks to guide the location of renewable Identifyinga site and a criteria based than those nalionally agreed1•nll help to While thenationally agreed phasing 
significantlytowards development or energy sites may contribute1owards the policy \'Allcontribute significantly towards encourage energyefficient design, approach for CSHvnll help to encourage 

greenhouse gas i)' renewable energy resourcesin the developmentof renewable energy i)' developmentof renewable energy i)' renewable energy produclion and use of energy efficient design andrenewable 
emissions to mitigate the resources, thus helping to reduce resources in the district and thus will help energy production, no additional effects 
rate ofclimate change.  greenhouse gasemissions associated to reduce greenhouse gasemissions  willoccur from Implementation of the greenhouse gas emissions associated 

\'nth energy produciion. However, this  associated with energy produclion. whichvnll help to reduce greenhousegas  Core Strategy. 
with energy production. depends upon the precise criteriaset. emissionsassociated vnth new homes. 

 
Introductionof CSH phases earlier than the nationally agreed milestonesmay 

approach for CSH vnll help lo encourage 
development in lhe help to encourage developmentaway 

floodplain andreduce the No effects are anticipated. No effects are anticipated. No effects are anticipated.  from the floodplain and also minimise 
impacts of climate    surface waler run-off associated \•nthnew 

change. developments throughthe useof SuDS 
etc. 

minimlsalion of surfacewater runoff and 
the use of SuDS, no additional effects will 
occur from implementaiot nor the Core 

Strategy. 

 
Introduction of CSH milestonesearlier 

16. To Involve people, than those nationally agreed should While the nationally agreed phasing throughchanges to contribute towards Improvingpeople's approach for CSH will help to Improve 
lifestyleandat work, in awarenessof environmental Issues and 

preventing and No effects are anticipated. No effects are anticipated. No effects are anlicipated. i)' enable them to reduce their impacts 
minimising adverse local,      throughsustainability features 

regionaland global incorporated intotheir homes (e.g. 
environmental impacts. recycling facilities, homeoffice, cycle 

storage). 

people's awareness of environmental 
issues, no addtiional effects will occur 

from implementation of the Core 
Strategy. 

17. Toimprove access to 
education and trainingror 

No effects areanticipated. No effects are anticipaled. No effects are anticipated. No effects are anticipated. No effects are anticipated. 

and adult learners. 
 
 

18. To developa strong 
culture of enterprise and 

innovationwhilst 
providing access to No effectsare anticipated. No effects are anticipated. No effectsare anticipated. No effects are anticipated. Noeffects areanticipated. 

appropriate employment 
opportunities for local 

people. 

i)' 
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Key 

1J Option moving towards  achievement or Sustainability Appraisal objective ,(). Option moving away from achievementor Sustainability Appraisal objective 

t Unknm•m : d ependsonhowoptionwill be implemented Neutral: no relationship with Sustainability Appraisal objective 

 
 
 

Sustainability Appraisa 
Objectives 

Alternatlve Options for Addressing Climate Change 

Identify the specific site for a wind energy 
generating facility Identified In climate change 

study 

 
Set out a criteria based policy that seeks to 

guide the locatlon of renewable energy sites 

 
Set out a specific locatlon and a criteria based 

policy 

 
Introduce earlier deliveryof CSH phases than 

nationally agreed milestones 

Seek Improvements in energy efficiency In 
accordance with the agreed phasing approach 

for CSH 

Effect Comment Effect Comment Effect Comment Elfect Comment Effect Comment 

19. To optimise the use 
of previouslydeveloped 

land, bui!dings and 
existing infrastructure. 

  
 

No errecls are anticipated. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 

Noerrects are anticipated. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

 
 

20. To promote and 
ensure high standards or 
sustainable design and 

construction. 

  
 
 
 

No effects areanticipated. 

  
 
 
 

No effectsare anticipated. 

  
 
 
 

No errects are anticipated. 

 

1J 

 
 

Introductionor CSH milestones earlier 
thanthosenationally agreed will 

contributesignificantlytowards promotion 
of veryhigh standards of sustainable 

designand construction. 

  
 

While the nationally agreed phasing 
approach for CSH will help lo Improve 
standards or sustainabledesign and 
construction, no additionalerrecls will 
ocrur fromimplementationof the Core 

Strategy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21. To minimise waste 
and to ine<ease the re- 
use andrecyclingof 

waste materials. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No errects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No errects are anticipated. 

 
 
 

1J 

 
Introductionof CSH milestones earlier 
thanthosenationally agreedwillhelp lo 
minimise waste andine<ease recycling 
associated,· thhousing developments. 
This v II ocrur at the procurementstage, 
throughencouragementoruse of reused 
andrecycledconstruction materials, at 

the construction stage, through 
encouragement of Site Waste 

Management Plansandrecyclingof 
construction materials, and once 

developments areoperationthrough 
provision of household recycling and 

composting facilities. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

While the nallonally agreedphasing 
approach for CSHv IIhelp toreduce 
waste and encourage recycling, no 

additionaleffects will ocrur from 
implementationof the Core Strategy. 

22. Toimprove access to 
services, particularly for 
thosewithout a carand 
for disabled, elderly and 

deprived people. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 

No  effects areanticipated. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
 

No effectsareanticipated. 

 
 

23. Toencourage and 
develop lhe use of public 

transpor,tcycling and 
walking. 

  
 
 
 

No errecls are anticipaled. 

  
 
 
 

Noeffects are anticipated. 

  
 
 
 

No effects are anticipated. 

  
Introductionor CSH milestones earlier 

than those nationally agreedmayhelp to 
encourage cycling throughprovision of 

cycle facilities in homes, and use of 
public transport through provision of a 
home user guide \' lh Information on 

nearbypublic transport routes. 

  
 

While thenationallyagreed phasing 
approach for CSH may help to 

encouragecyclingandpublic transport 
use, no additional effects 1n•ll ocrur from 
lmplemenlationof the Core Strategy. 
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BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL CORE STRATEGY POLICIES - SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL  TABLES 
 

 

 

 
APPRAISAL TABLES KEY 

Direct Effects 

 Major beneficial 

 Minor beneficial 

 Potentially beneficial 

 Potentially adverse 

 Minor adverse 

 Major adverse 

Indirect Effects 

 Major beneficial 

 Minor beneficial 

 Potentially beneficial 

 Potentially adverse 

 Minor adverse 

 Major adverse 

 

 Potentially beneficial or adverse  No significant effect 

 
 

Effects may be of the following Duration: 

Temporary or Permanent 

Short Term or Long Term 

 
Effects may be of the following Geographical Scale: 

Immediate 

Local 

Borough 

Regional 

National 

International 
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BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL CORE STRATEGY POLICIES - SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL  TABLES 
 

 

E1 

 
 

SA Objectives 
Policy 1: Location of New Development 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

 
 
 
 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

Regional 

 
 

Development of 8,395 homes will contribute significantly 
towards the provision of decent and affordable housing within 
the District. Providing the majority of this housing development 

within the Principal Urban Area (PUA) and focusing other 
development in Blaby and settlements with a good range of 
services and facilities will help to link new housing in to the 

provision of services. 

Ensure that residential developments incorporate a range of 
house types and tenures and that there is adequate provision 

for affordable housing. See Core Strategy Policies 7 and 8. 
Ensure that either capacity of existing services are able to meet 

increased demand generated by new development or new 
services are provided to meet this demand. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policies 3, 11  and12. 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within new developments to ensure good 
accessibility to services for those without a car. See Core 

Strategy Policy 10. 

 
 
2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Focusing housing development within the PUA, Blaby and other 
settlements with a good range of services will help to ensure 

easy access between housing developments and existing health 
services (e.g. hospitals and health centres). 

Ensure that either capacity of existing health infrastructure 
(such as hospitals and health centres) is able to meet increased 

demand generated by new development or new services are 
provided to meet this demand. See policy supporting text and 

Core Strategy Policies 3, 11 and 12. 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage on new developments to ensure good 

accessibility to health services for those without a car. See Core 
Strategy Policy 10. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Large scale housing development is likely to result in an 

increased population, which could put pressure on existing 
health care services and may adversely affect accessibility. 

 
3. To provide better opportunities 

for people to access and 
understand local heritage and 

participate in cultural and 
recreational activities. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Focusing housing development within the PUA, Blaby and other 
settlements with a good range of services will help to protect 
green wedges and open countryside, which are important for 
recreational activities. In addition, it will help to ensure people 

have good access to cultural and recreational opportunities 
within the PUA and main settlements. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 

and cycle storage on new developments to ensure good 
accessibility to cultural and recreational activities for those 
without a car. See Core Strategy Policy 10. Opportunities to 
incorporate facilities for the interpretation of local heritage 

should be sought. See Core Strategy Policy 20. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Large scale housing development may have an impact upon 
community safety and the fear of crime in the area. This 

depends upon the design, implementation and management of 
new developments within the existing community. 

Encourage development to incorporate design principles that 
strive to minimise crime and improve community safety. See 
Core Strategy Policy 2. Encourage liaison with the local police 

force in the design of new developments. 
5. To promote and support the 

empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 

implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in new development proposals to ensure local 

needs are met. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design of 

new developments where  appropriate. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Large scale housing development could have an adverse impact 
upon BAP species and habitats; this depends on biodiversity 

value of potential development sites. Providing the majority of 
this housing development within the PUA may help to protect 

certain areas. 

Confirm the ecological value of any proposed sites through the 
use of ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 
measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 

the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 
creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core Strategy 

Policy 19. 
 
 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

Large scale housing development could have an effect upon the 
character and distinctiveness of towns and villages, depending 
upon the design of developments. Providing the majority of this 

housing development within the PUA and prioritisation of 
brownfield sites and underused buildings may help to improve 

these areas as well as protecting green wedges and open 
countryside which can contribute to settlement character and 

distinctiveness. 

 
 

Ensure all new developments are designed sensitively and in 
keeping with the surrounding area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. 

Ensure a robust assessment of green wedges is undertaken 
before allocating any development site within these. 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and setting 
of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

National 

 
Large scale housing development could have an effect upon 

the District's Conservation Areas, historical buildings and 
archaeological sites and their settings. The fringes of the PUA 

contain a number of Scheduled Monuments. Development 
could adversely affect these features, or enhance them 

depending upon the location and design of  development. 

The archaeological value of all development sites should be 
confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 

consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 20. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape  Characterisation. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Large scale housing development could have an impact upon 
the character of the surrounding landscape. This depends upon 
the exact location, scale and design of developments. However, 
focusing housing development within the PUA and prioritisation 

of brownfield sites and underused buildings may help to 
minimise adverse effects upon the rural  landscape. 

The Blaby landscape character assessment should be 
considered prior to allocating specific sites for development and 
during design of developments. Ensure all new developments 
are designed sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding 

area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. Ensure all developments take 
into account the Leicestershire County Council Historic 

Landscape Characterisation. 
 
 
 
 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 
 

Temporary 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Regional 

 
 
 

Large scale housing development could impact on local water 
resources and water bodies (e.g. due to construction related 

pollution incidents). 

Require developers to consider the impact of development on 
the water environment. Consideration should be given to 
minimising any impacts upon water bodies by following 

Environment Agency guidelines and the requirements of the 
Water Framework Directive. Incorporate Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) in all developments where possible and ensure 
the sustainable management of surface water run-off. See Core 

Strategy Policy 22. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

 
 
Large scale housing development could increase overall volume 

of waste water created and the demand for water. 

Ensure sufficient wastewater treatment capacity (including the 
capacity of the sewerage infrastructure) and water distribution 

mains capacity is available for new developments. See Core 
Strategy Policy 12. Ensure the use of water efficient design in 
new developments (e.g. use of rainwater recycling) wherever 

possible. 
 
 
 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 Temporary 
Short Term 

 
District 

Large scale housing development could result in emission of air 
pollutants, dust and debris during the construction phase which 

could cause localised air pollution. 

Ensure contractors adopt best practice in respect of minimising 
dust and air pollution. Employ contractors registered with the 

Considerate  Constructors Scheme. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

Large scale housing development could increase traffic and 
transport related emissions, both during construction and 

operation. However, providing the majority of housing 
development within the PUA and focusing other development in 

Blaby and settlements with a good range of services and 
facilities will mean that most development is situated in 

accessible locations, thus providing opportunities to minimise 
car use and transport related air pollutant  emissions. 

 
 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage on new developments to encourage travel by 

these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 1: Location of New Development 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

 
 
 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Prioritisation of brownfield sites and underused buildings will 
help to encourage development on previously developed land, 

minimise greenfield land development and may present 
opportunities to remediate contaminated land. 

 
 
Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines are 

followed during construction / operation. Remediate 
contaminated land in accordance with PPS23 and CLR11 Model 

Procedures for the Management of Contaminated Land. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
District 

Large scale housing development is likely to require some 
development of greenfield land and may result in pollution of 

undeveloped land. 

 Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Regional 

Large scale housing development is likely to increase use of 
mineral resources. 

Opportunities to re-use mineral resources in construction 
should be sought wherever possible. 

 
 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Regional 

 
Large scale housing development could result in an increase in 
the overall volume of energy used in the District. There may be 

opportunities to provide onsite renewable energy as part of 
new developments. This depends upon the detailed design of 

developments. 

Ensure all new developments include measures to conserve 
energy resources and give consideration to the generation of 
renewable energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable 

building assessments (e.g. CSH and BREEAM). Explore 
opportunities for large scale renewable energy development as 

part of developments and on other suitable sites. See Core 
Strategy Policy 21. 

 
 
 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

International 

 
 

Large scale housing development may increase energy and 
transport related greenhouse gas emissions. However, 

providing the majority of this housing development within the 
PUA and focusing other development in Blaby and settlements 
with a good range of services and facilities will mean that most 
development is situated in accessible locations, thus providing 

opportunities to minimise car use. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to ensure that people are not encouraged to 
access the area by car. Encourage travel by walking and cycling 

(e.g. incorporate footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on 
new developments). See Core Strategy Policy  10. 

Ensure all new developments include measures to conserve 
energy resources and give consideration to the generation of 
renewable energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable 

building assessments (e.g. CSH and BREEAM). See Core 
Strategy Policy 21. 

 
 
 
 
15. To avoid development in the 

floodplain and reduce the impacts 
of climate change. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

District 

Prioritisation of brownfield sites and underused buildings may 
help to limit the use of greenfield sites and may therefore help 

to minimise increased surface water run-off and associated 
flood risk. However development, particularly around Glen 
Parva, Blaby and Narborough (parts of which are within the 

floodplain) and to a lesser extent the Rothley Brook and water 
courses within the proposed SUE could have an impact upon 
flood risk. This depends upon the specific location and design 
of new developments. New development may also offer other 

opportunities for climate change  adaptation. 

 
 

Avoid development in the floodplain. Site specific flood risk 
assessments should be undertaken to establish the flooding 
potential of developments and steps taken to minimise risks. 
Development should be designed to minimise the effects of 

climate change (e.g. provision of features to promote cooling in 
summer). See Core Strategy Policies 21 and 22. 

 
 
 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and global 

environmental impacts. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

District 

 
 

Focusing housing development within the PUA, Blaby and 
settlements with a good range of services and facilities will 

mean that most development in situated in accessible locations, 
thus will providing opportunities to help encourage people to 

reduce their car use, and therefore live more sustainable 
lifestyles. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to encourage the use of this instead of the 
car. Encourage travel by walking and cycling (e.g. incorporate 

well-lit footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on new 
developments). See Core Strategy Policy 10. Ensure all new 

developments include measures to encourage people to reduce 
their environmental impacts (e.g. recycling facilities, provision 

for home working, energy and water efficient  fittings). 
Encourage the use of sustainable building assessments  (e.g. 

CSH and BREEAM). See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

 
 
 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Focusing housing development within the PUA, Blaby and 
settlements with a good range of services and facilities will 
mean that most new housing developments will have good 

access to existing education services (e.g. schools and 
colleges). 

 
Ensure that either capacity of existing educational facilities is 
able to absorb increased demand due to new development or 
new services are provided to meet this demand. If required, 
new development should be accompanied by provision for 

school places either through the construction of new schools as 
part of development or through financial contributions. See 
policy supporting text and Core Strategy Policies 11 and  12. 

Ensure that schools and colleges are easily accessible by public 
transport, walking and cycling. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Large scale housing development may result in an increased 
population, which could put pressure on existing education 

services which may adversely affect accessibility. 

 
18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 

local people. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Focusing development within the PUA, Blaby and settlements 
with a good range of services and facilities will mean that new 

employment development is accessible and that most new 
housing development is situated in accessible locations, near to 
existing jobs. Large scale housing development may provide a 

workforce for new and existing businesses but may also 
increase demand for locally based  jobs. 

 
Ensure any jobs provided as part of new developments meet 

the needs of the local population (See policies 4 and  6). 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages as well as good walking and cycling provision 
to ensure good accessibility to employment opportunities for all 

members of the community. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Prioritisation of brownfield sites and underused buildings will 
help encourage optimal use of previously developed land and 

existing buildings. Focusing development within the PUA, Blaby 
and settlements with a good range of services and facilities will 

help to make optimal use of existing  infrastructure. 

 
 
Ensure that policies seek to give priority to brownfield sites (see 

policy 1). 

 
 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Large scale housing development will present opportunities to 

make use of sustainable design and construction methods. 
Depends upon the construction and design of new 

developments. 

Encourage the use of sustainable building assessments (e.g. 
CSH and BREEAM). New developments should seek to make 

best use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials and 
incorporate renewable energy (e.g. wind, solar) technologies 
where possible. Large scale developments may also provide 
opportunities for CHP systems. See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 

 Short Term 
Temporary 

 
District 

The construction of new housing and employment development 
is likely to result in construction waste. 

Opportunities for the reuse of construction waste should be 
sought wherever possible. Employ contractors registered with 

the Considerate Constructors Scheme. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Once operational, large scale housing development could result 

in an increase in the overall volume of waste created in the 
District. 

Encourage developers to make best use of recycled / 
sustainably sourced materials. Incorporate recycling facilities 
into new developments to encourage people to sort / recycle 

their waste.  See Core Strategy Policies 21 and 23. 

 
 
22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
 

Focusing development within the PUA, Blaby and settlements 
with a good range of services and facilities will mean that most 
new housing developments will be situated in areas with good 

access to services and good public transport links. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 

and cycle storage within new developments to ensure good 
accessibility to services for those without a car. See Core 

Strategy Policy 10. 
Ensure new services and facilities can be used easily by all 

members of the community (e.g. ensure they are suitable for 
use by the elderly/disabled). 

 
 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Focusing development within the PUA, Blaby and settlements 
with a good range of services and facilities will mean that most 
new housing and employment developments will be situated in 
areas with good access to services, thus helping to encourage 

walking and cycling. In addition, most new development will be 
in areas with good public transport access. 

 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage on new developments to encourage travel by 

these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 2: Design of New Development 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Requiring new development to apply good design principles to 
achieve a high quality design and requiring new housing 

developments to achieve the Building for Life silver standard will 
help to ensure the provision of decent housing. 

 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Requiring new development to ensure high quality, safe and 
inclusive places through application of good design principles 

may contribute towards health and wellbeing. 

 
Encourage development design to take account of health (e.g. 
through provision of open space and safe routes for cyclists). 

See policies 10 and 15. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
   

 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Requiring new development to ensure safe and inclusive places 
through application of good design principles, including layout, 

street design and natural surveillance will help to improve 
community safety and reduce the fear of crime. 

Encourage development to incorporate design principles that 
strive to minimise crime and improve community safety. 

Encourage liaison with the local police force in the design of 
new developments. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Requiring new development to respect the distinctive local 
character of the area and to create places of high design quality 
will help to conserve and enhance the character and diversity of 

towns and villages in the District. 

 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and setting 
of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

 
 
 

Requiring new development to respect the distinctive local 
character of the area will help to preserve and enhance 
historic assets, including Conservation Areas and historic 

buildings. 

The archaeological value of all development sites should be 
confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 

consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 20. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Requiring new development to respect the distinctive local 
character of the area and to create places of high design quality 
may help to conserve and enhance the character and diversity 

of the rural landscape. 

The Blaby landscape character assessment should be 
considered during design of developments. Ensure all 

developments take into account the Leicestershire County 
Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
 

  The design of new developments should seek to achieve both 
architectural design quality and sustainable design solutions. 

To encourage both design quality and solutions that seek to 
minimise the impact on climate change (see policy 21). 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
 

This policy requires new development to ensure safe and 
inclusive places through application of good design principles, 

including sustainable construction. 

Encourage the use of sustainable building assessments (e.g. 
CSH and BREEAM). New developments should seek to make 

best use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials and 
incorporate renewable energy (e.g. wind, solar) technologies 
where possible. Large scale developments may also provide 
opportunities for CHP systems. See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

 
21. To minimise waste and to 

increase the re-use and recycling 
of waste materials. 

 
   

The design of new developments should seek to achieve design 
solutions that help to minimise waste production and allow for 

effective recycling. 

Encourage designs that allow new technological developments 
to be accommodated and ensure waste collection is considered 

to maximise recycling opportunities; 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 2: Design of New Development 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

23. To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport, cycling 

and walking. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 3: Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE) 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

 
 
 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Regional 

 
 

Development of a SUE accommodating some 4,250 homes will 
contribute significantly towards provision of housing in the 

District. Requiring provision of a range of housing and that 30% 
of these homes are affordable will help to ensure housing meets 

local needs. The new housing will link in with the services 
planned as part of the SUE. 

Ensure that all new homes within the SUE are of the highest 
quality standards. See Core Strategy Policy 2. Ensure that the 

proposed new services are able to meet increased demand 
generated by new development. See supporting text and Core 

Strategy Policies 11 and 12. 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SUE to ensure good accessibility to 
services for those without a car. See policy supporting text and 

Core Strategy Policy 10. 
 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

Local 

Provision of healthcare facilities as part of the SUE will help to 
ensure future residents have access to healthcare. Provision of 
green space may also contribute towards good health through 

provision of recreational opportunities. 

 
Secure healthcare facilities for the SUE in consulation with the 

Primary Care Trust. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

Local 
Given the proximity of the site to an Air Quality Management 
Area (AQMA), poor air quality could have an adverse effect 

upon the health of new residents of the SUE. 

 
Ensure air quality assessments are undertaken and appropriate 

mitigation implemented prior to development. 

 
 
 
 
3. To provide better opportunities 

for people to access and 
understand local heritage and 

participate in cultural and 
recreational activities. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 

District 

 
 
Provision of community facilities and green space as part of the 

SUE may provide opportunities for future residents to 
participate in cultural and recreational activities. Future 

residents will also have access to cultural and recreational 
facilities in Leicester and Enderby (leisure centres are available 

in Enderby / Braunstone Town). However non-car links to 
Enderby and Braunstone are restricted by the M69 and M1. 

Ensure that there are sufficient leisure facilities (formal and 
informal) to support the increased population. See Core 

Strategy Policy 15. 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SUE to ensure good accessibility to 

services for those without a car. Consider the provision of 
pedestrian links across the M69 and M1. See policy supporting 

text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 
There is an opportunity to incorporate the Lubbesthorpe 

Medieval Settlement remains within the site as an 
educational resource, to promote awareness of local 

heritage. See Core Strategy Policy 20. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

Local 

Development of a SUE may have an impact upon community 
safety and the fear of crime in the area. This depends upon the 

design, implementation and management of new 
developments within the existing community. 

Encourage development to incorporate design principles that 
strive to minimise crime and improve community safety. See 

Core Strategy Policy 2. Encourage liaison with the local 
police force in the design of new developments. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in the SUE proposals to ensure local needs are 

met. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design of 

new developments where appropriate. 

 
 
 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Development of a SUE in this broad location is likely to have 
some adverse effects upon wildlife sites, BAP habitats and 
species, and wildlife corridors both within and nearby the 

area. 
Important features within the site which could be lost / affected 
include a number of Parish Level Wildlife Sites and species-rich 

h d  d b k  hi h t  ildlif  id  

 
 

Confirm the ecological value of this site through the use of 
ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 

measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 
the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 

creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core Strategy 
Policy 19. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

The increased population may also have an indirect effect upon 
biodiversity, for example through recreational pressures (e.g. 

increased visitors to the nearby Aylestone Meadows LNR). 

 
7. To conserve and enhance the 

character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Development of a SUE in this broad location will result in 

significant loss of countryside. This may have an adverse effect 
upon the character and distinctiveness of Leicester Forest East. 

This depends upon the design of the SUE. 

The development should be designed sensitively and in keeping 
with the surrounding area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. Consider 

opportunities to maintain gaps between settlements through 
provision of new Green Wedges. See Core Strategy Policy 16. 

The SUE should seek to develop its own distinct character and, 
as far as possible, be distinct from the surrounding settlements. 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and setting 
of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

National 

Development of a SUE in this broad location may have an 
adverse effect upon the setting of the Lubbesthorpe Medieval 

Settlement Remains at Abbey Farm which is a Scheduled 
Monument within the site boundary. The Rabbit Warren 

Scheduled Monument is also located just outside the western 
boundary of the site which could be affected. The development 

could also have an effect upon any unknown archaeological 
features which could be present. 

Ensure the design and construction of the SUE takes full 
consideration of the presence of the Scheduled Monuments to 
ensure no adverse effect upon the Scheduled Monuments and 
their settings. See Core Strategy Policy 20. An archaeological 
assessment should be undertaken prior to development and 

appropriate mitigation (e.g. retention of assets in situ) 
implemented. 

 
 
 
 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 

District 

 

Development of a SUE in this location will result in significant 
loss of countryside in this area. This is likely to have an adverse 
effect upon the rural landscape in this area. This site is within 
the Lubbesthorpe Agricultural Parkland Landscape Character 

Area. The land has a number of distinctive pockets of 
woodland and retains a strong landscape character. The land is 
also locally higher than the edges of Leicester (although mainly 
containined within the ridge) and development could increase 

the visual prominence within the wider landscape. 

Ensure the SUE is designed so as to minimise impact upon the 
landscape, for example by following natural changes in relief 

and elevation, avoiding prominent ridges and important features 
such as woodland and surface water features. Ensure that 

landscape character is respected, and where possible reinforced 
through appropriate layout and landscaping of the SUE, making 

reference to the Blaby Landscape Character Assessment and 
Leicestershire County Council Historic Landscape 

Characterisation. A landscape assessment should be undertaken 
prior to development and appropriate mitigation implemented to 
minimise adverse effects. See Core Strategy Policies 2 and 14. 

 
 
 
 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 

Temporary 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

 
Construction of a SUE may affect water bodies, including a 

tributary of Lubbesthorpe Brook and groundwater (e.g. due to 
construction related pollution incidents). 

Require developers to consider the impact of development of 
the SUE on the water environment. Consideration should be 

given to minimising any impacts upon water bodies by following 
Environment Agency guidelines. Incorporate SuDS where 

possible and ensure the sustainable management of surface 
water run-off. See Core Strategy Policy 20. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Regional 

 
Development of a SUE accommodating up to 4,250 homes will 
significantly increase the demand for water in the District which 
will put pressure on water supply. It will also increase overall 

volume of waste water. 

Ensure sufficient wastewater treatment capacity (including the 
capacity of the sewerage infrastructure) and water distribution 

mains capacity is available for new developments. See Core 
Strategy Policy 11. Opportunities for minimising water 

consumption associated with new homes (e.g. use of rainwater 
recycling) should be sought where possible. 
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11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 Temporary 
Short Term 

 
Local 

Development of a SUE could result in emission of air pollutants, 
dust and debris during the construction phase which could 

cause localised air pollution. 

Ensure contractors adopt best practice in respect of minimising 
dust and air pollution. Employ contractors registered with the 

Considerate Constructors Scheme. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

Local 

Development of a SUE may result in increased air pollution once 
operational through increased traffic and increased energy 
consumption. This location may encourage car use given its 
proximity to the M1 and M69 as indicated in the transport 

assessment. A section of the M1 corridor to the east of the site 
is designated as a AQMA. Development of the SUE is likely to 
increase traffic on the M1 and may therefore have an adverse 

effect on air quality. Given the proximity to the M1 AQMA, poor 
air quality could also affect new residents of the SUE. Provision 
of services to support the new population may help to minimise 

car use. 

 
Ensure air quality assessments are undertaken prior to 
development and appropriate mitigation implemented. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SUE to ensure good accessibility to 
services for those without a car. See policy supporting text and 
Core Strategy Policy 10. The potential to maximise modal shift 

should be explored. 

 
 
12. To manage prudently mineral 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

 
Development of a SUE in this location will involve significant 

development of greenfield land, which may result in pollution of 
previously undeveloped land. 

 

Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines are 
followed during construction / operation. 

 Permanent 
Long Term 

Regional 
Development of a SUE accommodating up to 4,250 homes will 

increase use of mineral resources. 
Opportunities to re-use mineral resources in construction 

should be sought wherever possible. 

 
 
 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Regional 

Development of a SUE is likely to increase the demand for 
energy in the District. Requiring an assessment of the feasibility 
of providing renewable energy sources of energy may help to 

ensure that some of the energy demand is provided from 
renewable sources. There may be significant opportunities to 
make use of energy efficient design and renewable energy 

generation / CHP onsite and / or link in with the potential wind 
energy site nearby. This depends upon the detailed proposals 
for the SUE as well as the design and energy efficiency of the 

development. 

 
 

Ensure the SUE includes measures to conserve energy 
resources and gives full consideration to the generation of 

renewable energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable 
building assessments (e.g. CSH and BREEAM). See Core 

Strategy Policy 20. 

 
 
 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

International 

 
Development of a SUE may result in increased greenhouse gas 
emissions (e.g. through increased traffic and increased energy 
consumption). This location may encourage car use given its 
proximity to the M1 and M69. Provision of services to support 

the new population may help to minimise car use. 
There may be significant opportunities to make use of energy 
efficient design and renewable energy generation / CHP onsite 
and / or link in with the potential wind energy site nearby. This 
depends upon the detailed proposals for the SUE as well as the 

design and energy efficiency of the development. 

 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SUE to ensure good accessibility to 
services for those without a car. See policy supporting text and 

Core Strategy Policy 9. 
Ensure the SUE includes measures to conserve energy 

resources and gives full consideration to the generation of 
renewable energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable 

building assessments (e.g. CSH and BREEAM). See Core 
Strategy Policy 20. 

 
 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Local 

 
Development of a SUE in this location has potential to increase 
surface water run-off and increase the risk of flooding. Part of 
the south east corner of the site is within the floodplain and the 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) identifies that surface 

water run-off may be an issue due to the wet clay soil. 

Avoid development in the floodplain. A site specific FRA 
considering climate change impacts will need to be undertaken 
prior to development and appropriate mitigation implemented. 

SuDS techniques should be investigated. 
The SUE should be designed to minimise the effects of climate 

change (e.g. provision of features to promote cooling in 
summer). See Core Strategy Policy 22. 

 
 
 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

District 

 
 
 
 
Development of a SUE may present opportunities to involve new 
residents in reducing their environmental impacts (e.g. provision 
of public transport links to reduce car use, provision of recycling 

facilities etc.). 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SUE to ensure good accessibility to 
services for those without a car. See policy supporting text and 

Core Strategy Policy 10. 
Ensure the SUE includes measures to encourage people to 
reduce their environmental impacts (e.g. recycling facilities, 

provision for home working, energy and water efficient fittings). 
Encourage the use of sustainable building assessments (e.g. 

CSH and BREEAM). See Core Strategy Policy 20. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

Provision of three new primary schools and one new secondary 
school as part of the SUE will help to ensure future residents 

have access to education. Adult education and training is 
available at Brockington College in Enderby. 

Ensure that there are sufficient adult education and training 
opportunities to support the increased population. 

Ensure that the new schools are easily accessible by public 
transport, walking and cycling. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
 
 
18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

District 

Development of a SUE accommodating up to 4,250 homes is 
likely to result in a significant increase in the population of the 

district. This may provide a workforce for new and existing 
businesses but may also increase demand for locally based jobs. 

This location has good access to employment opportunities, 
including at the Meridian Business Park and Grove Farm 

Triangle, and further afield in Leicester, as well as the proposed 
SES (see Core Strategy Policy 4). Provision of employment 
premises as part of the SUE will help to improve access to 

employment opportunities for those living on site and others in 
the District. 

 
 
Ensure employment premises provided as part of the SUE meet 
the needs of the local population. Ensure sufficinet employment 
opportunities are provided to support the increased population. 

See Core Strategy Policy 4. Ensure provision of frequent, 
efficient and high quality public transport linkages as well as 

good walking and cycling provision to ensure good accessibility 
to employment opportunities for all members of the community. 

See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

Development of a SUE in this location presents limited 
opportunities to make use of previously developed land, existing 
buildings and existing infrastructure. While there are some farm 

buildings on site, these will make little contribution. 

 

Balance brownfield development with greenfield development. 
See Core Strategy Policy 1. 

 
 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Development of a SUE will present opportunities to make use of 

sustainable design and construction. However, this depends 
upon the specifics of the proposals. Requiring an assessment of 
the feasibility of providing renewable energy sources of energy 

may help to promote this aspect of sustainable design. 

Ensure all new buildings and homes within the SUE adopt the 
highest possible sustainability standards (e.g. through the use 
of sustainable building assessments such as CSH and BREEAM). 

Ensure the SUE includes measures to conserve energy 
resources and gives full consideration to the generation of 
renewable energy on-site. See Core Strategy Policy 20 and 

policy supporting text. 
 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 

 
 

Short Term 
Temporary 

 
 

District 

 
Development of a SUE is likely to result in significant levels of 

waste during construction. 

Opportunities for the reuse of construction waste should be 
sought wherever possible. Employ contractors registered with 

the Considerate Constructors Scheme. Encourage developers to 
make best use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials. 

 Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Once operational, there will also be an increase in waste 
produced resulting from the increased population. 

Incorporate recycling facilities into the SUE to encourage 
people to sort / recycle their waste. See Core Strategy Policy 

23. 
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22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Local 

 
 

Provision of services as part of the SUE to support the new 
population will help to ensure that future residents have good 

access to services without the need for a car. Residents will also 
have access to existing services in Leicester Forest East in the 
northern part of the site, however non-car links to services in 
Braunstone and Enderby are restricted by the M1 and M69. 

Ensure new services and facilities can be used easily by all 
members of the community (e.g. ensure they are suitable for 

use by the elderly/disabled). 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SUE to ensure good accessibility to 
services for those without a car. New pedestrian and cycle links 
should be provided across the M1 and M69 to improve access. 

See policy supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 23. 

 
 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Local 

 
Development of a SUE in this location may encourage car use 

given its proximity to the M1 and M69. Non-car links to 
Braunstone and Enderby are restricted by the M1. However, 

provision of services to support the new population may help to 
encourage walking / cycling. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SUE to ensure good accessibility to 
services for those without a car. New pedestrian and cycle links 
should be provided across the M1 and M69 to improve access. 

See policy supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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Effect Duration Geographical 
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1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 
 

   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by 

promoting healthy lifestyles, 
protecting health and providing 

access to health services. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
   

 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in the SES proposals to ensure local needs are 

met. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design of 

new developments where appropriate. 

 
6. To protect and enhance the 

natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Development of a SES in this location may have some adverse 
effects upon habitats and species in this area, depending upon 

the specifics of the development. There are no nationally 
designated sites which are likely to be affected. The site 

includes some small areas of woodland and hedgerows. There is 
a Parish Level Wildlife Site adjacent to the western boundary of 

the site. The site is adjacent to a SSSI. 

 
Confirm the ecological value of this site through the use of 
ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 

measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 
the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 

creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core Strategy 
Policy 19. 

 
7. To conserve and enhance the 

character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

This site is on the edge of a Green Wedge and area of historic 
parkland, which is considered to be important to the setting of 

Enderby Conservation Area. Development of a SES in this 
location could therefore have an effect upon the character and 

distinctiveness of Enderby, depending upon its design and scale. 

 
 
The development should be designed sensitively and in keeping 

with the surrounding area.  See Core Strategy Policy 2. 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Development of a SES in this location could affect the historic 
parkland to the south of the site, which is considered to be 
important to the setting of Enderby Conservation Area. The 
development could also have an effect upon any unknown 

archaeological features which could be present. 

Ensure the design and construction of the SES takes full 
consideration of the presence of the historic parkland to the 

south of the site to ensure no adverse effects upon its setting. 
See Core Strategy Policy 20. An archaeological assessment 
should be undertaken prior to development and appropriate 

mitigation (e.g. retention of assets in situ) implemented. 

 
 
 
 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

District 

 
 
 

Development of a SES in this location will result in loss of 
countryside. The proposed site is on the edge of a Green 

Wedge and area of historic parkland and within the 
Lubbesthorpe Agricultural Parkland Landscape Character Area. 

Development may have an adverse effect upon the rural 
landscape in this area. 

Ensure the SES is designed so as to minimise impact upon the 
landscape, for example by following natural changes in relief 

and elevation, avoiding prominent ridges and important features 
such as woodland and surface water features. Ensure that 

landscape character is respected, and where possible reinforced 
through appropriate layout and landscaping of the SES, making 
reference to the Blaby Landscape Character Assessment and 

Leicestershire County Council Historic Landscape 
Characterisation. A landscape assessment should be undertaken 
prior to development and appropriate mitigation implemented to 

minimise effects. See Core Strategy Policies 2 and 14. 

 
 
 
 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 

 
 

Temporary 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

 
Construction of a SUE may affect surface water and 

groundwater (e.g. due to construction related 
pollution incidents). 

Require developers to consider the impact of development of 
the SES on the water environment. Consideration should be 

given to minimising any impacts upon water bodies by following 
Environment Agency guidelines. Incorporate SuDS where 

possible and ensure the sustainable management of surface 
water run-off. See Core Strategy Policy 22. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Regional 

 
 

Development of a SES may increase the demand for water and 
the volume of waste water. 

Ensure sufficient wastewater treatment capacity (including the 
capacity of the sewerage infrastructure) and water distribution 

mains capacity is available for new developments. See Core 
Strategy Policy 11. Opportunities for minimising water 

consumption associated with new buildings (e.g. use of 
rainwater recycling) should be sought where possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 Temporary 
Short Term 

 
Local 

Development of a SES could result in emission of air 
pollutants, dust and debris during the construction phase 

which could cause localised air pollution. 

Ensure contractors adopt best practice in respect of minimising 
dust and air pollution. Employ contractors registered with the 

Considerate Constructors Scheme. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local 

Development of a SES may result in increased air pollution once 
operational through increased traffic, increased energy 

consumption and potentially emissions associated with industry 
operations. The new SES may attract employees from nearby 

settlements such as Enderby and Braunstone, and the new SUE 
which may help to reduce car journeys to work. Ensuring 
nearby communities can access the SES using a range of 

transport modes and provision of a new link across the M69 to 
the new SUE may encourage walking and cycling instead of car 

use. However, given the proximity of the site to the M1 and 
M69, people working at the SES may choose to drive to work. A 
section of the M1 corridor to the east of the site is designated 
as a AQMA. Development of the SES is likely to increase traffic 
on the M1 roads and may therefore have an adverse effect on 

air quality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SES. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
 
 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 

 Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Local 

Development of a SES in this location will involve development 
of greenfield land, which may result in pollution of previously 

undeveloped land. 

Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines are 
followed during construction / operation. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

Regional 
Development of a SES is also likely to increase use of mineral 

resources. Opportunities to re-use mineral resources in 
construction should be sought wherever possible. 

 
Opportunities to re-use mineral resources in construction 

should be sought wherever possible. 

 Permanent 
Long Term 

 
National 

Construction in this location could also have an effect upon the 
nearby Enderby Warren SSSI which is has significant geological 

interest. 

Consultation should be undertaken with Natural England 
regarding protection measures required. 

 
 

E9 
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13. To minimise energy use and 

develop renewable energy 
resources. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

Development of a SES in this location may increase the demand 
for energy in the district. There may be opportunities to make 
use of energy efficient design and renewable energy generation 
/ CHP onsite. This depends upon the detailed proposals for the 

SES as well as the design and energy efficiency of the 
development. 

 
Ensure the SES includes measures to conserve energy resources 

and gives full consideration to the generation of renewable 
energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable building 
assessments (e.g. BREEAM). See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International 

Development of a SES may result in increased greenhouse gas 
emissions (e.g. through increased traffic and increased energy 

consumption). The new SES may attract employees from nearby 
settlements such as Enderby and Braunstone which may help to 
reduce car journeys to work. Ensuring nearby communities can 
access the SES using a range of transport modes and provision 
of a new link across the M69 to the new SUE may encourage 
walking and cycling instead of car use. However, given the 

proximity of the site to the M1 and M69, people working at the 
SES may choose to drive to work. 

There may be opportunities to make use of energy efficient 
design and renewable energy generation / CHP onsite. This 

depends upon the detailed proposals for the SES as well as the 
design and energy efficiency of the development. 

 
 
 
 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SES. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

Ensure the SES includes measures to conserve energy resources 
and gives full consideration to the generation of renewable 
energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable building 
assessments (e.g. BREEAM). See Core Strategy Policy 20. 

 
 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Local 

 
 

Development of a SES in this location may increase surface 
water run-off and increase the risk of flooding, as the site is 

greenfield. 

A site specific FRA considering climate change impacts will need 
to be undertaken prior to development and appropriate 

mitigation implemented. SuDS techniques should be 
investigated. The SES should be designed to minimise the 

effects of climate change (e.g. provision of features to promote 
cooling in summer). See Core Strategy Policies 21 and 22. 

 
 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

 
 
 

Development of a SES may present opportunities to involve 
employees in reducing their environmental impacts (e.g. 

provision of public transport links to reduce car use, provision of 
recycling facilities etc.). 

 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SES. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

Ensure the SES includes measures to encourage people to 
reduce their environmental impacts (e.g. recycling facilities, 
provision for teleconferencing, energy and water efficient 

fittings). Encourage the use of sustainable building 
assessments (e.g. BREEAM). See Core Strategy Policies 21 and 

22. 
17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

 
Development of a SES may provide some opportunities for 

training. 

 
Links should be sought between the SES and local education / 

training providers. 

 
18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Development of a SES will help to develop a culture of 
enterprise and innovation and will increase employment 

opportunities in the District. Ensuring nearby communities can 
access the SES using a range of transport modes and provision 

of a new link across the M69 to the new SUE will help to 
improve access to employment opportunities for local people. 

 
Where possible, smaller units for business start-ups should be 

provided. 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SES. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Local 

Development of a SES in this location does not present 
opportunities to make use of previously developed land, existing 

buildings and existing infrastructure. 

 
Prioritise brownfield sites and existing buildings for development 

before greenfield sites. See Core Strategy Policy 1. 

 
20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Development of a SES will present opportunities to make use of 

sustainable design and construction. However, this depends 
upon the specifics of the proposals. 

Ensure all new buildings within the SES adopt the highest 
possible sustainability standards (e.g. through the use of 

sustainable building assessments such as BREEAM). Ensure the 
SES includes measures to conserve energy resources and gives 
full consideration to the generation of renewable energy on-site. 

See Core Strategy Policy 21. 
 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 

 
 

Short Term 
Temporary 

 
 

District 

 

Development of a SES is likely to result in significant levels of 
waste during construction. 

Opportunities for the reuse of construction waste should be 
sought wherever possible. Employ contractors registered with 

the Considerate Constructors Scheme. Encourage developers to 
make best use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials. 

 Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Once operational, there may also be an increase in waste 
produced. 

Incorporate recycling facilities into the SES to encourage 
companies / employees to sort / recycle waste. See Core 

Strategy Policy 23. 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
 
 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

The new SES may attract employees from nearby settlements 
such as Enderby and Braunstone and the new SUE which may 

help to encourage walking and cycling. Ensuring nearby 
communities can access the SES using a range of transport 

modes and provision of a new link across the M69 to the new 
SUE may further encourage sustainable modes of transport. 
However, given the proximity of the site to the M1 and M69, 

people working at the SES may choose to drive to work. 

 
 
 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SES. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 5: Housing Distribution 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

 
 
 
 
 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 

District 

 
 
 
 
 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 
housing so that it links in with existing services and will also 

help to ensure that housing is provided where it is most needed. 

Ensure that residential developments incorporate a range of 
house types and tenures and that there is adequate 

provision for affordable housing. See Core Strategy Policies 7 
and 8. 

Ensure that either capacity of existing services are able to meet 
increased demand generated by new development or new 

services are provided to meet this demand. See policy 
supporting text and Core Strategy Policies 3, 11 and12. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 

and cycle storage within new developments to ensure good 
accessibility to services for those without a car. See Core 

Strategy Policy 10  
2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 
housing so that it links in with existing services, including 

healthcare facilities. This will help to ensure good access for all 
to healthcare. 

Ensure that either capacity of existing health infrastructure 
(such as hospitals and health centres) is able to meet increased 

demand generated by new development or new services are 
provided to meet this demand. See Core Strategy Policies1, 3, 

11 and 12. 

 
3. To provide better opportunities 

for people to access and 
understand local heritage and 

participate in cultural and 
recreational activities. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may help to direct 
housing so that it links in with existing cultural and 

recreational facilities. This depends upon the level of facilities 
provided in each of the settlements. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 

and cycle storage on new developments to ensure good 
accessibility to cultural and recreational activities for those 
without a car. See Core Strategy Policy 10. Opportunities to 
incorporate facilities for the interpretation of local heritage 

should be sought. See Core Strategy Policy 20. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   
No effects are anticipated. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in development proposals to ensure local needs 

are met. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design of 

new developments where appropriate. 

 
6. To protect and enhance the 

natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

National 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may help to protect 
some areas with ecologically important habitats and species 
through restriction of development in the rural areas of the 

district. However, it may also encourage more development on 
the edge of the larger settlements, which may be of equal or 

greater ecological importance than rural areas, and could affect 
sites such as the Kirby Frith LNR and the Aylestone Meadows 

LNR. 

 
Confirm the ecological value of any proposed sites through the 
use of ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 
measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 

the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 
creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core Strategy 

Policy 19. 

 
 
 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to ensure that 
the level of development in each settlement is appropriate to its 
size and thus protect the character and diversity of towns and 
villages in the District. The housing growth figures have taken 

into consideration constraints such as Green Wedges and strong 
defensible boundaries which will help to maintain settlement 

character. However, developments could still affect the 
character of towns and villages depending upon their design 

and location within the settlement. 

 
 
 

Ensure all new developments are designed sensitively and in 
keeping with the surrounding area. Ensure development is 

proportionate to the scale of the settlement. See Core Strategy 
Policy 2. 

 
 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may encourage more 
development within and on the edge of the larger settlements, 
which could have an effect upon Conservation Areas, historic 
buildings and archaeological sites in these areas. In particular, 
development at Blaby, Enderby, Narborough, Countesthorpe 

and Cosby could affect Conservation Areas in these settlements. 
However, the settlement hierarchy should help to ensure that 

the level of development in each settlement is appropriate to its 
size and thus protect historic character. 

 
The archaeological value of all development sites should be 

confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 
consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 20. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

 
 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may help to protect 
the rural landscape through restriction of development in the 

rural areas of the District. However, it may also encourage more 
development on the edge of the larger settlements, which could 
have an effect upon the rural fringe landscapes in these areas. 
The housing distribution figures have taken into consideration 

constraints such as Green Wedges which will help to 
minimise effects on more sensitive landscape areas. 

 
The Blaby Landscape Character Assessment should be 

considered prior to allocating specific sites for development and 
during design of developments. Ensure all new developments 
are designed sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding 

area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. Ensure all developments take 
into account the Leicestershire County Council Historic 

Landscape Characterisation. 

 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may help to protect 
some water resources through restriction of development in the 

rural areas of the District. However, it may also encourage 
more development on the edge of the larger settlements, which 

could affect surface and ground water quality in these areas 
(e.g. 

River Soar  the River Sense and the Grand Union Canal)  

Require developers to consider the impact of development on 
the water environment. Consideration should be given to 
minimising any impacts upon water bodies by following 
Environment Agency guidelines. Incorporate SuDS in all 

developments where possible and ensure the 
sustainable management of surface water run-off. See 

Core Strategy Policies 21 and 22. 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 
development so that it links in with existing services which will 
help to reduce the need for people to travel and minimise the 
distance of car trips. This will help to minimise air pollution 

associated with car use. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to encourage the use of this instead of the 
car. Encourage travel by walking and cycling (e.g. incorporate 

well-lit footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on new 
developments). See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
12. To manage prudently mineral 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may help to 
encourage use of previously developed sites which may enable 
remediation of contaminated land. However, there is also likely 

to be significant use of greenfield sites, which may result in 
pollution of land. 

Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines are 
followed during construction / operation. Remediate 

contaminated land in accordance with PPS23 and CLR11 Model 
Procedures for the Management of Contaminated Land. 

 
 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Regional 

 
Large scale housing development could result in an increase in 
the overall volume of energy used in the District. There may be 
opportunities to provide onsite renewable energy as part of new 

developments. This depends upon the detailed design of 
developments. 

Ensure all new developments include measures to conserve 
energy resources and give consideration to the generation of 
renewable energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable 

building assessments (e.g. CSH and BREEAM). Explore 
opportunities for large scale renewable energy development as 

part of developments and on other suitable sites. See Core 
Strategy Policy 21. 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 5: Housing Distribution 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

International 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 
development so that it links in with existing services which will 
help to reduce the need for people to travel and minimise the 
distance of car trips. This will help to minimise greenhouse gas 

emissions associated with car use. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to encourage the use of this instead of the 
car. Encourage travel by walking and cycling (e.g. incorporate 

well-lit footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on new 
developments). See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
 
 
 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may help to protect 
some areas of floodplain through restriction of development in 
the rural areas of the District. However, it may also encourage 

more development on the edge of the larger settlements, which 
may affect the floodplain in these areas (e.g. parts of Glenfield, 

Kirby Muxloe, Braunstone Town, Glen Parva and Blaby are 
within the floodplain). The housing distribution figures have 
taken into consideration constraints such as the flood plain 

which will help to minimise the risk of flooding associated with 
new developments. 

 
 

Avoid development in the floodplain. Site specific flood risk 
assessments should be undertaken to establish the flooding 
potential of developments and steps taken to minimise risks. 
Development should be designed to minimise the effects of 

climate change (e.g. provision of features to promote cooling in 
summer). See Core Strategy Policy 22. 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 

development so that it links in with existing services which may 
help to encourage people to use their cars less. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to encourage the use of this instead of the 
car. Encourage travel by walking and cycling (e.g. incorporate 

well-lit footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on new 
developments). See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 
housing so that it links in with existing services, including 

educational facilities. This will help to ensure good access for all 
to education. 

Ensure that either capacity of existing educational facilities is 
able to absorb increased demand due to new development or 
new services are provided to meet this demand. If required, 
new development should be accompanied by provision for 

school places either through the construction of new schools as 
part of development or through financial contributions. See Core 

Strategy Policies 1, 3, 11 and 12. 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 
housing and employment development so that it links in with 

existing residential areas and employment sites, which will help 
to ensure good access to employment opportunities for local 

people. 

Ensure any jobs provided as part of new developments meet 
the needs of the local population. Ensure provision of frequent, 

efficient and high quality public transport linkages as well as 
good walking and cycling provision to ensure good accessibility 
to employment opportunities for all members of the community. 

See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy may help to encourage 
use of previously developed sites, existing buildings and existing 
infrastructure in urban areas. However, there is also likely to be 

significant use of greenfield sites. 

 

Prioritise brownfield sites and existing buildings for development 
before greenfield sites. See Core Strategy Policy 1. 

 
 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Large scale housing development will present opportunities to 

make use of sustainable design and construction methods. 
Depends upon the construction and design of new 

developments. 

Encourage the use of sustainable building assessments (e.g. 
CSH and BREEAM). New developments should seek to make 

best use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials and 
incorporate renewable energy (e.g. wind, solar) technologies 
where possible. Large scale developments may also provide 
opportunities for CHP systems. See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 

   
No effects are anticipated. 

 

 
 
22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

  
 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 
housing so that it links in with existing services in the better 

served settlements of the district. This will help to ensure good 
access to services for all in the district. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 

and cycle storage within new developments to ensure good 
accessibility to services for those without a car. See Core 

Strategy Policy 9. 
Ensure new services and facilities can be used easily by all 

members of the community (e.g. ensure they are suitable for 
use by the elderly/disabled). 

 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Using the proposed settlement hierarchy will help to direct 
development so that it links in with existing services and public 
transport provision. This will help to encourage people to walk, 

cycle and use public transport because shorter journeys are 
required. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage on new developments to encourage travel by 

these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 9. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 6: Employment 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing that 

meets local needs and links into 
the provision of services. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting health 
and providing access to health 

services. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly on 

young, elderly and deprived 
people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in the provision of employment land proposals to 

ensure local needs are met. 

 
Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design of 
new developments where appropriate. Include local recruitment 

policies. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Development of employment land may have some adverse 

effects upon habitats and species , depending upon the specific 
locations and nature of thedevelopment. 

Confirm the ecological value of this site through the use of 
ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 

measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 
the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 

creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core Strategy 
Policy 19. 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Development of employment land may have some adverse 
effects upon the character of hosting settlements , depending 

upon the specific locations and nature of the development. 

 
The developments should be designed sensitively and in keeping 

with the surrounding area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 

Development of employment land may have some adverse 
effects upon historic / cultural assets , depending upon the 

specific locations and nature of the development. 

 
 

An archaeological assessment should be undertaken prior to 
development and appropriate mitigation (e.g. retention of assets 

in situ) implemented. 

 
 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
 

Development of employment land may have some adverse 
effects upon the landscape, depending upon the specific 

locations and nature of the development. 

The Blaby landscape character assessment should be considered 
prior to allocating specific sites for development and during 
design of developments. Ensure all new developments are 

designed sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding area. 
See Core Strategy Policy 2. Ensure all developments take into 
account the Leicestershire County Council Historic Landscape 

Characterisation. 

 
 
 
 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 

Temporary 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

 
 
Construction of employment land may affect surface water and 

groundwater (e.g. due to construction related pollution 
incidents). 

Require developers to consider the impact of development on 
the water environment. Consideration should be given to 
minimising any impacts upon water bodies by following 

Environment Agency guidelines. Incorporate SuDS where 
possible and ensure the sustainable management of surface 

water run-off. See Core Strategy Policy 22. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

 
 
Development of employment sites may increase the demand for 

water and the volume of wastewater. 

Ensure sufficient wastewater treatment capacity (including the 
capacity of the sewerage infrastructure) and water distribution 
mains capacity is available for new developments. See Core 

Strategy Policy 11. Opportunities for minimising water 
consumption associated with new buildings (e.g. use of 
rainwater recycling) should be sought where possible. 

 
 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 Temporary 
Short Term 

 
Local 

Development of employment land could result in emissions of air 
pollutants, dust and debris during the construction phase which 

could cause localised air pollution. 

Ensure contractors adopt best practice in respect of minimising 
dust and air pollution. Employ contractors registered with the 

Considerate Constructors Scheme. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

Development of employment land may result in increased air 
pollution once operational through increased traffic, increased 
energy consumption and potentially emissions associated with 
industry operations. Ensuring nearby communities can access 

employment land using a range of transport modes may 
encourage walking and cycling instead of car use. 

 
 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SES. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 

 Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Local 

Development of employment land could involve development of 
greenfield land, which may result in pollution of previously 

undeveloped land. 

Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines are 
followed during construction / operation. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Regional 

Development of employment land may increase use of mineral 
resources. Opportunities to re-use mineral resources in 

construction should be sought wherever possible. 

 
Opportunities to re-use mineral resources in construction should 

be sought wherever possible. 

 
13. To minimise energy use and 

develop renewable energy 
resources. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

Development of employment land may increase the demand for 
energy in the district. There may be opportunities to make use 
of energy efficient design and renewable energy generation / 

CHP onsite. This depends upon the detailed proposals as well as 
the design and energy efficiency of the development. 

Ensure employment development includes measures to conserve 
energy resources and gives full consideration to the generation 
of renewable energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable 
building assessments (e.g. BREEAM). See Core Strategy Policy 

21. 

 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Local 

Development of employment land may result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions (e.g. through increased traffic and 

increased energy consumption). Employment sites should 
encourage walking and cycling instead of car use. There may be 

opportunities to make use of energy efficient design and 
renewable energy generation / CHP on sites. This depends upon 

the detailed proposals as well as the design and energy 
efficiency of the development. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within employment sites. See Core Strategy 

Policy 10. 
Ensureemployment sites include measures to conserve energy 

resources and gives full consideration to the generation of 
renewable energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable 

building assessments (e.g. BREEAM). See Core Strategy 
Policy 21. 

 
 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

 
 

Development of employment sites may increase surface water 
run-off and increase the risk of flooding, if sites are 
greenfield. 

Site specific FRAs considering climate change impacts will need 
to be undertaken prior to development and appropriate 

mitigation implemented. SuDS techniques should be 
investigated. The employment sites should be designed to 

minimise the effects of climate change (e.g. provision of features 
to promote cooling in summer). See Core Strategy Policies 21 

and 22. 
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16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, in 
preventing and minimising adverse 

local, regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

 

 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

National 

 
 

Development of employment sites may present opportunities to 
involve employees in reducing their environmental impacts (e.g. 
provision of public transport links to reduce car use, provision of 

recycling facilities etc.). 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within employment sites. See Core Strategy 

Policy 10. 
Ensure employmetn sites include measures to encourage people 
to reduce their environmental impacts (e.g. recycling facilities, 

provision for teleconferencing, energy and water efficient 
fittings). Encourage the use of sustainable building assessments 

(e.g. BREEAM). See Core Strategy Policies 21 and 22. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for children, 
young people and adult learners. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Regional 

 
Development of employment sites may provide some 

opportunities for training. 

 
Links should be sought between the employment sites and local 

education / training providers. 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

International 

Development of employment sites will help to develop a culture 
of enterprise and innovation and will increase employment 

opportunities in the District. Ensuring nearby communities can 
access the employment sites using a range of transport modes 
will help to improve access to employment opportunities for local 

people. 

Where possible, smaller units for business start-ups should be 
provided. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SES. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Local 

Development of a SES in this location does not present 
opportunities to make use of previously developed land, existing 

buildings and existing infrastructure. 

 
Prioritise brownfield sites and existing buildings for development 

before greenfield sites. See Core Strategy Policy 1. 

 
 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 

Development of employment sites will present opportunities to 
make use of sustainable design and construction. However, this 

depends upon the specifics of theproposals. 

Ensure all new buildings within new employment developments 
adopt the highest possible sustainability standards (e.g. through 
the use of sustainable building assessments such as BREEAM). 

Ensure the buildings include measures to conserve energy 
resources and gives full consideration to the generation of 

renewable energy on-site. See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 

 
 

Short Term 
Temporary 

 
 

District 

 
Development of employment sites are likely to result in 

significant levels of waste during construction. 

Opportunities for the reuse of construction waste should be 
sought wherever possible. Employ contractors registered with 
the Considerate Constructors Scheme. Encourage developers to 

make best use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials. 

 Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Once operational, there may also be an increase in waste 
produced. 

Incorporate recycling facilities into larger employment sites to 
encourage companies / employees to sort / recycle waste. See 

Core Strategy Policy 23. 
22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
23. To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport, cycling and 

walking. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

The new employment sites may attract employees from nearby 
settlements which may help to encourage walking and cycling. 
Ensuring nearby communities can access the new employment 
sites using a range of transport modes may further encourage 

sustainable modes of transport. 

 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways 
and cycle storage within the SES. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 7: Affordable Housing 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Requiring provision of affordable housing as part of 
developments, ensuring a mix of affordable housing is provided 
to meet local needs and providing rural affordable housing on 
rural exceptions sites will contribute significantly towards this 

objective. 

 
Optimise the amount of affordable housing based on the 

Strategic Housing market Assessment and Affordable Housing 
Viability Assessment. See policy supporting text. 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Provision of new build affordable housing (which will be built to 
new Building Regulation standards) may help to reduce health 
inequalities associated with existing poor quality housing stock 

(e.g. reducing fuel poverty). 

 

Encourage high energy efficiency standards for affordable 
housing. See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

 
Provision of affordable housing may help to tackle deprivation, 

which is one cause of crime and fear of crime. 

Ensure affordable housing in not differentiated within 
developments in terms of location, quality or size. Encourage 

the reduction of crime and the fear of crime through the design 
of new developments. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 

Provision of a mix of affordable housing may present 
opportunities to involve local communities in proposals to 

ensure local needs are met. This is particularly important in 
rural areas as part of exceptions schemes. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design of 

new developments where appropriate. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 
Seek to encourage integration of affordable houses within 

schemes in accordance with the principles set out in policy 2. 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

Seek to encourage integration of affordable houses within 
schemes in accordance with the principles set out in policy 2. 
Affordable housing is often built to higher energy efficiency 

standards than required in the Building Regulations, this 
approach should be supported. 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

23. To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport, cycling 

and walking. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 
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* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 8: Mix of Housing 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Ensuring new developments provide a range of housing types, 
sizes and tenures to meet identified local needs will contribute 

significantly towards this objective. 

 
Consider encouraging a policy appraoch to the provision of a 

mix of housing through a subsequent SPD. 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by 

promoting healthy lifestyles, 
protecting health and providing 

access to health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring all housing is built to Lifetime Homes standards and 
that a proportion of housing is to wheelchair standards will help 
to reduce health inequalities by ensuring all people have access 

to appropriate housing. 

 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Ensuring new developments provide a range of housing types, 
sizes and tenures may help to create mixed and inclusive 

communities and potentially help to reduce the fear of crime. 

 
Encourage a mix of housing to ensure activity at all times of the 

day. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   

 
There may be opportunities to consult with and empower 

community groups to meet housing needs. 

 
 
Ensure that all groups with specific housing needs are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design of 

housing where appropriate. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Ensuring new developments provide a range of housing types, 
sizes and tenures may present opportunities to create a mix 

that reflects the character of the area. 

 
Ensure that the character of the area is considered when 

determining the mix of housing to be provided. 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
  There may be opportunities for communities in mixed housing 

schemes to have an appropriate base to access education 
opportunities. 

 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 
Ensuring all housing is built to Lifetime Homes standards and 

that 10% of housing is to wheelchair standards will 
contribute towards promoting high standards of sustainable 

design  

 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

23. To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport, cycling 

and walking. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
 
 

E17 



BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL CORE STRATEGY POLICIES - SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL TABLES 
 

 

E1 

 
 

SA Objectives 
Policy 9: Accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

 
1. To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches will help to ensure the 
provision of living accommodation for those in the travelling 

community. Ensuring any proposed Gypsy / Traveller sites are 
within or near to settlements with essential local services and 

facilities will ensure they link into the provision of services. 

 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages and incorporate well-lit footpaths, cycleways 
from Gypsy and Traveller pitch sites. See Core Strategy Policy 
10. Allocate pitches within the subsequent allocations DPD. 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

Ensuring any proposed Gypsy / Traveller sites are within or near 
to settlements with essential local services and facilities 

(including healthcare) will help ensure good access to health 
services for the travelling community. 

The policy should seek to ensure that proposed Gypsy / 
Traveller sites are within or near to settlements with essential 
local services and facilities (including healthcare) in order to 

ensure good access to health services for the travelling 
community. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

 
Ensuring proposed Gypsy / Traveller sites are within or near to 
settlements with essential local services and facilities may help 

ensure good access to leisure and cultural activities for the 
travelling community. 

 

 
 
 
4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Local 

Gypsy and Traveller pitch developments can sometimes unsettle 
the communities that exist in these locations, and the travelling 
communities on these developments may be isolated from the 
surrounding community. This may result in an increase in the 
fear of crime. However, there may also be opportunities to 
improve relations between different communities through 

associating sites with settlements, thus helping to combat the 
fear of crime. This is dependant upon the response of existing 

and potential residents. 

 
 

Utilise opportunities to ensure that Gypsy and Traveller 
communities contribute to local communities within associated 

settlements. Ensure that sites are of an appropriate size in 
relation to their host communities. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting with both the local 
community and the Gypsy and Traveller community to ensure 

local needs are met. 

 

Ensure that all groups within local communities, including Gypsy 
and Traveller communities, are consulted and given 

opportunities to input into the planning and design of the pitch 
development. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

 
Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches could result in 

disturbance or damage to BAP species and habitats; this 
depends on biodiversity value of the sites. 

Confirm the ecological value of any proposed sites through the 
use of ecological surveys. Opportunities for habitat 

enhancement and / or creation should be sought wherever 
possible. See Core Strategy Policy 19. Allocate pitches within 

the subsequent allocations DPD. 

 
 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Local 

Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches in or near to 
settlements could have an impact upon their 

character. 
However, ensuring that Gypsy / Traveller pitches are capable of 

assimilation into the landscape, will not have a serious visual 
impact on the built environment, are of appropriate scale in 

relation to settlements and capable of implementation without 
causing unacceptable nuisance may help to protect the 

     

 
 

Ensure all new developments are designed sensitively and in 
keeping with the surrounding area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. 

Allocate pitches within the subsequent allocations DPD. 

 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Local 

Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches may have an impact 
upon historical resources, cultural assets and archaeological 

sites and their settings; this depends upon the location of the 
site. Ensuring that Gypsy / Traveller pitches are capable of 

assimilation into the landscape, will not have a serious visual 
impact on the built environment and are of appropriate scale in 
relation to settlements may help to protect some elements of 

the historic environment. 

The archaeological value of all proposed sites should be 
confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 

consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 20. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. Allocate pitches 
within the subsequent allocations DPD. 

 
 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Local 

Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches could have an impact 
upon the character of the surrounding landscape. However, 

ensuring that Gypsy / Traveller pitches are capable of 
assimilation into the landscape, will not have a serious visual 

impact on the countryside, are of appropriate scale in relation to 
settlements and include sensitive landscaping and screening 

may help to protect the character of the rural landscape. 

The Blaby landscape character assessment should be 
considered prior to allocating specific sites for pitches and 

during their design. Ensure all new developments are designed 
sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding area. See Core 

Strategy Policy 2. Ensure all developments take into account the 
Leicestershire County Council Historic Landscape 

Characterisation. Allocate pitches within the subsequent 
allocations DPD. 

 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 

Temporary 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Local 

 
 

Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches may impact on local 
water bodies depending upon the location and scale of 

development. 

Require developers to consider the impact of development on 
the water environment. Consideration should be given to 
minimising any impacts upon water bodies by following 

Environment Agency guidelines. Incorporate SuDS where 
possible and ensure the sustainable management of surface 
water run-off. See Core Strategy Policy 22. Allocate pitches 

within the subsequent allocations DPD. 
11. To improve air quality 

particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Local 

This depends upon the location of the Gypsy and Traveller 
pitches (i.e. whether the sites are greenfield or previously 

developed land). 

Locate the Gypsy and Traveller pitches on previously developed 
land where possible and appropriate. See Core Strategy Policy 

1.  Allocate pitches within the subsequent allocations DPD. 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
15. To avoid development in the 

floodplain and reduce the impacts 
of climate change. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

 
Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches may increase surface 

water run-off / flood risk, depending upon the location and 
scale of development. 

Avoid allocating pitches in the floodplain. Consider the use of 
site specific flood risk assessments should be undertaken to 

establish flooding potential of pitches and steps taken to 
minimise risks. See Core Strategy Policy 20. Allocate pitches 

within the subsequent allocations DPD. 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

Ensuring any proposed Gypsy / Traveller sites are within or near 
to settlements with essential local services and facilities will help 

ensure access to services for all members of the community 
without the use of the car, and may encourage travel by 

walking and cycling. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well-lit footpaths, cycleways 
from Gypsy and Traveller pitch sites to encourage travel to and 
from local services and facilities by these methods. See Core 
Strategy Policy 10. Allocate pitches within the subsequent 

allocations DPD. 
17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

Local 

Ensuring any proposed Gypsy / Traveller sites are within or near 
to settlements with essential local services and facilities 

(including education) will help ensure good access to education 
opportunities for the travelling community. 

Locate the Gypsy and Traveller pitches on previously developed 
land where possible and appropriate. See Core Strategy Policy 

1.  Allocate pitches within the subsequent allocations DPD. 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 9: Accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

Local 
This depends upon the location of the Gypsy and Traveller 
pitches (i.e. whether the sites are greenfield or previously 

developed land). 

Locate the Gypsy and Traveller pitches on previously developed 
land where possible and appropriate.  Allocate pitches within 

the subsequent allocations DPD. 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
Local 

Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches could result in creation 
of waste in the area. Unless suitable disposal facilities and 

collection measures are provided flytipping could be a potential 
issue. 

 
Recycling facilities should be integrated into Gypsy and Traveller 

pitch sites to encourage people to sort / recycle their waste. 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 Ensuring any proposed Gypsy / Traveller sites are within or near 
to settlements with essential local services and facilities  will 

help ensure access to services for all members of the 
community. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well-lit footpaths, cycleways 

from Gypsy and Traveller pitch sites. 

 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

Ensuring any proposed Gypsy / Traveller sites are within or near 
to settlements with essential local services and facilities will 

help ensure access to services for all members of the 
community without the use of the car, and may encourage 

travel by walking, cycling and public transport. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages and incorporate well-lit footpaths, cycleways 
from Gypsy and Traveller pitch sites to encourage travel to and 

from local services and facilities by these methods. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 10: Transport Infrastructure 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring that new developments are located so residents can 
access services without reliance on private motor vehicles and 

measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within this 
policy will help to link housing with the provision of services. 

 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring that new developments are located so residents can 
access services without reliance on private motor vehicles and 

measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within this 
policy will help to improve access to health services. Measures 

to encourage walking and cycling will help to encourage healthy 
lifestyles. 

 

Ensure easy accessibility to walking and cycling networks for all 
members of the community (e.g. provision of public transport 

that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring that new developments are located so residents can 
access services without reliance on private motor vehicles and 

measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within this 
policy will help to improve access to local heritage, cultural and 

leisure facilities. 

 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

 
4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Promotion of safe transport modes, ensuring that priority is 
given to pedestrians and cyclists in the deisgn of new schemes 

and encouraging improved conditions for pedestrian and cyclists 
may help improve community safety. 

 
Ensure pedestrian and cycle routes are safe to use through the 

use of natural surveillance measures. Ensure cycle parking 
provided as part of new developments is fully secure. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in the location and design of new developments 
and transport infrastructure to ensure local needs are met. 

Ensure communities are fully consulted and involved in the 
design process of new developments and transport 

infrastructure where appropriate. 
Ensure any transport improvements are accessible by residents 
of new developments (e.g. provision of public transport that can 

be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 

Development of new transport infrastructure could result in an 
impact upon species and habitats; this depends on biodiversity 

value of the site. 

Confirm the ecological value of the site of the proposed new 
schemes through the use of ecological surveys. Ensure 

mitigation and compensatory measures are secured for any loss 
of habitat value in line with the BAP. Opportunities for habitat 
enhancement and / or creation should be sought wherever 

possible. See Core Strategy Policy 19. 
 
 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within this 
policy will help to protect and enhance character and 

distinctiveness of settlements, for example through reducing 
congestion which can adversely affect character. In addition 
improved pedestrian, cycle and public transport links may 

encourage more people to shop locally, thus ensuring centres 
retain diversity in terms of services and facilities. 

 
 
 

Ensure the design and construction of new transport 
infrastructure takes full consideration of settlement character. 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and setting 
of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within 
this policy may help to protect and enhance the historic 

character of settlements, including those with Conservation 
Areas, for example through reducing congestion which can 

adversely affect character. 

 
Ensure the design and construction of new transport 

infrastrctucture takes full consideration of the presence of 
historic resources to ensure no adverse effect upon the 

resources and their settings. See Core Strategy Policy 20. An 
archaeological assessment should be undertaken prior to 
development and appropriate mitigation (e.g. retention of 

assets in situ) implemented.  
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
National 

Development of new transport infrastructure could result in an 
impact upon historical resources within the area, for example 

the Lubbesthorpe Medieval Settlement Remains. 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

Local 
Development of a new link across the M1 and improved link 

across the M69 could result in an impact upon the rural 
landscape in this area. 

Ensure new road links are designed so as to minimise impact 
upon the landscape e.g. through the use of screening and 

planting. See Core Strategy Policies 2 and 14. 

 
10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Local 

Development of a new link across the M1 and improved link 
across the M69 could impact upon local waterbodies, including a 
tributary of Lubbesthorpe Brook and groundwater (e.g. through 

polluted run-off from new roads). 

Consideration should be given to minimising any impacts upon 
water bodies by following Environment Agency guidelines. 

Incorporate SuDS where possible and ensure the sustainable 
management of surface water run-off. See Core Strategy Policy 

22. 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within 
this policy will help to reduce the need for people to travel by 

car and encourage people to use more sustainable alternatives, 
which will help to minimise road transport pollutant emissions. 

 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
Local 

Development of a new link across the M1 and improved link 
across the M69 could result in pollution of undeveloped land. 

Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines are 
followed during construction / operation. 

 
13. To minimise energy use and 

develop renewable energy 
resources. 

 
  Measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within this 

policy will help to reduce the need for people to travel by car 
and encourage people to use more sustainable alternatives, 

which will help to minimise road transport related 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

 
14. To reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

International 

Measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within 
this policy will help to reduce the need for people to travel by 

car and encourage people to use more sustainable alternatives, 
which will help to minimise road transport related greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 

Measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within 
this policy will help to reduce the need for people to travel by 

car and encourage people to use more sustainable alternatives. 

 

Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 
for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 

transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring that new developments are located so residents can 
access services without reliance on private motor vehicles and 

measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within this 
policy will help to improve access to educational facilities. 

 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

 
18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Ensuring that new developments are located so residents can 
access services without reliance on private motor vehicles and 

measures to improve sustainable transport (including new 
pedestrian / cycle links to employment and retail areas) as set 

out within this policy will help to improve access to employment 
sites. In particular, provision of foot and cycle links to the SES 

will contribute towards this objective. 

 
 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

 

 
E20 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 10: Transport Infrastructure 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

 
Improving bus services and enhancing existing links and 

facilities may encourage optimal use of existing infrastructure. 

 

 
20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

This policy will encourage a range of sustainable deisgn 
measures, including ensuring that priority is given to 

pedestrians and cyclists in the deisgn of new schemes, provision 
of pedestrian and cycle links as part of new developments, 

seeking maximum parking standards on new developments and 
encouraging provision of cycle parking. 

 
Encourage the use of sustainability assessments (e.g. CEEQUAL 

and BREEAM). New transport infrastructure developments 
should seek to make best use of recycled / sustainably sourced 

materials. See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
District 

Development of a new link across the M1 and improved link 
across the M69 may result in construction waste. 

Opportunities for the reuse of construction waste should be 
sought wherever possible. Employ contractors registered with 

the Considerate Constructors Scheme. 

 
22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Ensuring that new developments are located so residents can 
access services without reliance on private motor vehicles and 

measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within this 
policy will contribute significantly towards helping to improve 
access to services for all, particularly those who do not have 

access to a car. 

 
 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring that new developments are located so residents can 
access services without reliance on private motor vehicles and 

measures to improve sustainable transport as set out within this 
policy will contribute significantly encouraging cycling, walking 

and public transport use. 

 
Ensure easy accessibility to public transport, walking and cycling 

for all members of the community (e.g. provision of public 
transport that can be used easily by elderly/disabled people). 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 11: Infrastructure, Services and Facilities to Support Growth 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure and community needs through provision of 

services and facilities will help to ensure that housing links in 
with the provision of services. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure and community needs through provision of 

healthcare facilities will help to ensure residents have access to 
health services. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund cultural and 
recreational facilities. See supporting text. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
3. To provide better opportunities 

for people to access and 
understand local heritage and 

participate in cultural and 
recreational activities. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure and community needs through provision of 

services and facilities may help to ensure residents have access 
to cultural and recreational activities. Provision of a library as 

part of the SUE will contribute towards this. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund cultural and 
recreational facilities. See supporting text. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure and community needs through provision of 

services and facilities (e.g. policing and youth facilities) may 
help to reduce the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour 

Encourage contributions that will help fund crime prevention 
activities, youth facilities and community centres. See policy 

supporting text. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure and community needs through provision of 

services and facilities may provide opportunities to empower 
the local community (e.g. through provision of community 

centres). 

Encourage contributions that will help promote community 
empowerment (e.g. community centres). See policy supporting 
text. Ensure that any community initiatives funded by developer 
contributions involve the communities themselves and take into 
account the specific needs of the young, elderly and deprived 

members of the community. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

Encourage contributions that directly help to contribute towards 
BAP targets and protect species and habitats (e.g. through the 

enhancement / creation of habitats). 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
Encourage contributions that directly help to protect and 

enhance the character of settlements (e.g. townscape and 
public realm improvements). 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 
Encourage contributions that directly help to protect and 
enhance historic assets (e.g. townscape and public realm 

improvements). 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
District 

Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure (e.g. water supply) may help to ensure prudent 

management of water resources. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund any water supply 
and drainage improvements required. See policy supporting 

text. 

 
11. To improve air quality 

particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 

services may help to reduce the need for people to travel to 
access services, thus potentially reducing car related emissions. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
14. To reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

International 

 
Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 

services may help to reduce the need for people to travel to 
access services, thus potentially reducing car related emissions. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 

services may help to reduce the need for people to travel to 
access services, enabling them to reduce their car use. 

 
Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 

frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure and community needs through provision of 

services and facilities will help to ensure residents have access 
to education services. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 

infrastructure (e.g. transport) may help to improve access to 
employment. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 11: Infrastructure, Services and Facilities to Support Growth 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure and community needs through provision of 

services and facilities will help to ensure residents have access 
to services. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 

23. To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport, cycling 

and walking. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring new developments contribute towards additional 
services may help to reduce the need for people to travel to 
access services and encourage walking and cycling. Ensuring 

new developments contribute towards additional 
infrastructure (e.g. transport) may encourage public transport 

use  

 
Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 

frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See policy 

supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 12: Planning Obligations and Developer Contributions 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 
from growth may include affordable housing, as well services 

and transport infrastructure which will help to ensure that 
housing links in with the provision of services. 

Consider contributions towards affordable housing. Consider 
contributions that will help fund the provision of a frequent, 

efficient and high quality public transport system and improve 
the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See Core Strategy 

Policies 10 and 11. 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 

from growth may include healthcare provision as well as leisure 
facilities and open space which will encourage healthy lifestyles. 

Consider contributions towards heathcare provision, leisure 
facilities and open space. Consider contributions that will help 

fund the provision of a frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport system and improve the provision of pedestrian and 

cycle routes. See Core Strategy Policies 10 and 11. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 

Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 
from growth may include leisure and cultural facilities. 

Consider contributions towards leisure and cultural facilities. 
Consider contributions that will help fund the provision of a 

frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See Core 

Strategy Policies 10 and 11. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 
from growth may include community and youth facilities, which 
may help to reduce the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour. 

Consider contributions towards community, youth facilities, 
policing and crime prevention initiatives. See Core Strategy 

Policy 11. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

Consider contributions that will help promote community 
empowerment (e.g. community centres). Ensure that any 

community initiatives funded by developer contributions involve 
the communities themselves and take into account the specific 

needs of the young, elderly and deprived members of the 
community. See Core Strategy Policy 11. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 

Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 
from growth may include funding towards biodiversity projects. 

 
Consider contributions that directly help to contribute towards 
BAP targets and protect species and habitats (e.g. through the 

enhancement / creation of habitats). 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 
from growth may include open space and public realm 

improvements which may contribute towards settlement 
character. 

Consider contributions towards open space and public realm 
improvements which will contribute to the character of 

settlements. 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 

Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 
from growth may include funding towards protection and 

enhancement of historic resources. 

 

Consider contributions that directly help to protect and enhance 
historic, cultural and archaeological features in the borough and 
their settings (e.g. townscape and public realm improvements). 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
District 

Ensuring developers contribute towards infrastructure 
requirements from growth (e.g. utilities) may help to ensure 

prudent management of water resources. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund any water supply 
and drainage improvements required. See Core Strategy Policies 

10 and 11. 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Ensuring developers contribute towards infrastructure 
requirements from growth (e.g. transport) may help to ease 
congestion and encourage public transport use, potentially 

reducing emissions. 

Consider contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See Core 

Strategy Policies 10 and 11. 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

International 

Ensuring developers contribute towards infrastructure 
requirements from growth (e.g. transport) may help to ease 
congestion and encourage public transport use, potentially 

reducing emissions. 

Consider contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See Core 

Strategy Policies 10 and 11. 
15. To avoid development in the 

floodplain and reduce the impacts 
of climate change. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 

Ensuring developers contribute towards infrastructure 
requirements from growth (e.g. transport) may encourage 

public transport use. 

 
Consider contributions that will help fund the provision of a 

frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See Core 

Strategy Policies 10 and 11. 

 
17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 

Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 
from growth may include education provision. 

Consider contributions towards education and training provision. 
Consider contributions that will help fund the provision of a 

frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See Core 

Strategy Policies 10 and 11. 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Ensuring developers contribute towards infrastructure 

requirements from growth (e.g. transport) may help to improve 
access to employment. 

Encourage contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See Core 

Strategy Policies 10 and 11. 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
District 

Developer contributions towards infrastructure requirements 
from growth may include funding towards waste management 

and recycling facilities. 

 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 
Ensuring developers contribute towards infrastructure 

requirements from growth (e.g. transport) may help to ensure 
residents have access to services. 

Consider contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 

improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See 
supporting text and Core Strategy Policy 10. 
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Effect Duration Geographical 
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Description Recommendations* 

23. To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport, cycling 

and walking. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 
Ensuring developers contribute towards infrastructure 

requirements from growth (e.g. transport) may encourage 
public transport use. 

Consider contributions that will help fund the provision of a 
frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system and 
improve the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes. See Core 

Strategy Policies 10 and 11. 
* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 



BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL CORE STRATEGY POLICIES - SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL TABLES 

E2E1
 

 

 

 
 

SA Objectives 
Policy 13: Retailing and Other Town Centres 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 

that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

 
Encouraging mixed use developments in Blaby town centre may 

enable provision of housing alongside services. 

 
Consider provision of housing as part of mixed use 

developments in Blaby town centre. 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Encouraging leisure uses in Blaby town centre may help to 
encourage healthy lifestyles, depending upon the type of 

development proposed. 

 

Encourage leisure uses within Blaby town centre which will 
promote exercise / activity. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Encouraging cultural and leisure uses in Blaby town centre (e.g. 
a visitor centre at Bouskell Park as proposed in the town centre 
Masterplan) and improving the town centre's accessibility will 
help to provide better opportunities for people to participate in 

cultural activities. 

 

 
 
4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Encouraging developments such as leisure and tourism may 
have an impact upon crime in Blaby town centre, depending 

upon the type, design and management of development. 
Encouraging mixed use developments in Blaby town centre may 
help to maintain a level of activity throughout the day, leading 

to increased natural surveillance which may help to reduce 
crime and the fear of crime. 

 
Encourage development to incorporate design principles that 
strive to minimise crime and improve community safety. See 

Core Strategy Policy 2. Encourage liaison with the local 
police force in the design of new developments. 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in new development proposals for the town, village 

and neighbourhood centres to ensure local needs are met. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design of 

new developments where appropriate. 

 
6. To protect and enhance the 

natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Encouraging development in Blaby town centre and allowing 
small scale development in other areas could have an impact 

upon species and habitats; this depends on biodiversity value of 
potential development sites. Some previously developed sites 

may have equal or greater biodiversity value than some 
greenfield sites and existing buildings could, for example, have 

bat roosts. 

Confirm the ecological value of any proposed sites through the 
use of ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 
measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 

the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 
creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core Strategy 

Policy 19. 

 
 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

Encouraging development in Blaby town centre in accordance 
with the masterplan to sustain its vitality and viability will help 
to protect and enhance the character and diversity of Blaby 
town. Ensuring that any retail development outside of town 
centres will not affect existing centres will help protect the 

diversity of settlements. The policy will also allow retail 
development in other centres providing it is appropriate to 

their role and respects their character. 

 
 
 

Ensure all new developments are designed sensitively and in 
keeping with the surrounding area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and setting 
of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

 
Encouraging development in Blaby town centre could affect 
Blaby Conservation Area and historic buildings in the area. 

Allowing small scale development in other centres could also 
affect Conservation Areas and listed buildings in these areas. 
However, ensuring developments are of an appropriate scale 

and respect the character of the centres will help to 
minimise any adverse effects. 

The archaeological value of all development sites should be 
confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 

consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 19. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Not permitting new or significant expansion of out-of-town retail 
/ leisure facilities and only allowing retail development outside 

of town centres in certain circumstances may help to protect the 
rural landscape from the effects of development. 

 

 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 

Temporary 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Regional 

 
Encouraging development in Blaby town centre and allowing 
small scale development in other areas could impact on local 
water resources and water bodies (e.g. due to construction 

related pollution incidents). 

Require developers to consider the impact of development on 
the water environment. Consideration should be given to 
minimising any impacts upon water bodies by following 
Environment Agency guidelines. Incorporate SuDS in all 
developments where possible and ensure the sustainable 

management of surface water run-off. See Core Strategy Policy 
22. 

 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Encouraging development of a mix of services and facilities in 
Blaby town centre and allowing retail development in other 
centres will help to reduce the need for people to travel to 
access services, facilities and employment, which may help 
to reduce car related emissions. Encouraging improvements 
to Blaby town centre's accessibility by public transport may 

also help to reduce car related emissions. 

 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages to all centres. Incorporate well lit footpaths, 
cycleways and cycle storage on new retail developments to 

encourage travel by these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 
10. 

 
 
12. To manage prudently mineral 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Encouraging development in Blaby town centre, allowing small 
scale development in other areas, not permitting new or 

significant expansion of out-of-town retail / leisure facilities and 
only allowing retail development outside of town centres in 

certain circumstances will help to encourage development on 
previously developed land, minimise greenfield land 

development and may present opportunities to remediate 
contaminated land. 

 
 
Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines are 

followed during construction / operation. Remediate 
contaminated land in accordance with PPS23 and CLR11 Model 

Procedures for the Management of Contaminated Land. 

 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

Encouraging development in Blaby town centre and allowing 
small scale development in other areas could result in an 

increase in the overall volume of energy used in the District. 
There may be opportunities to provide onsite renewable energy 
as part of new developments. This depends upon the detailed 

design of developments. 

Ensure all new developments include measures to conserve 
energy resources and give consideration to the generation of 
renewable energy on-site. Encourage the use of sustainable 

building assessments (e.g. BREEAM). See Core Strategy Policy 
21. 

 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

International 

Encouraging development of a mix of services and facilities in 
Blaby town centre and allowing retail development in other 
centres will help to reduce the need for people to travel to 
access services, facilities and employment, which may help 
to reduce car related emissions. Encouraging improvements 
to Blaby town centre's accessibility by public transport may 

also help to reduce car related emissions. 

 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages to all centres. Incorporate well lit footpaths, 
cycleways and cycle storage on new retail developments to 

encourage travel by these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 
10. 

 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Encouraging development in Blaby town centre and allowing 
small scale development in other areas which are previously 
developed and outside the floodplain may help to minimise 
increased surface water run-off and associated flood risk. 

Avoid development in the floodplain. Site specific flood risk 
assessments should be undertaken to establish the flooding 
potential of developments and steps taken to minimise risks. 
Development should be designed to minimise the effects of 

climate change (e.g. provision of features to promote cooling in 
summer). See Core Strategy Policy 22. 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 13: Retailing and Other Town Centres 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

 
16. To involve people, through 

changes to lifestyle and at work, 
in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Encouraging development of a mix of services and facilities in 
Blaby town centre and allowing retail development in other 
centres will help to reduce the need for people to travel to 
access services, facilities and employment. Encouraging 

improvements to Blaby town centre's accessibility by public 
transport will also enable people to reduce their car use. 

 
Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 

transport linkages to all centres. Incorporate well lit footpaths, 
cycleways and cycle storage on new retail developments to 

encourage travel by these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 
10. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Encouraging developments such as offices, retail, leisure and 
tourism and improving the town centre's accessibility will 

provide accessible employment opportunities for people within 
the District. Allowing small scale development in other centres 

may also contribute towards providing local employment. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to all centres. Incorporate well lit footpaths, 

cycleways and cycle storage on new retail developments to 
encourage travel by these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 

10. 

 
 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Encouraging development in Blaby town centre, allowing small 
scale development in other areas, not permitting new or 

significant expansion of out-of-town retail / leisure facilities and 
only allowing development in out of town centres in certain 

circumstances will help to encourage development of previously 
developed land over greenfield land development and may 

encourage use of existing buildings and infrastructure. 

 

 
20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Encouraging development in Blaby town centre and allowing 
small scale development in other areas may present 
opportunities to make use of sustainable design and 

construction methods. Depends upon the construction and 
design of new developments. 

Encourage the use of BREEAM assessments for new 
developments. New developments should seek to make best 

use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials a where 
possible. See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 

 Short Term 
Temporary 

 
District 

Encouraging development in Blaby town centre and allowing 
small scale development in other areas is likely to result in 

construction waste. 

Opportunities for the reuse of construction waste should be 
sought wherever possible. Employ contractors registered with 

the Considerate Constructors Scheme. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Once operational, new developments could result in an increase 

in the overall volume of waste created in the District. 

Encourage developers to make best use of recycled / 
sustainably sourced materials. Incorporate recycling facilities 
into new developments to encourage people to sort / recycle 

their waste.  See Core Strategy Policy 23. 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Encouraging development of a mix of services and facilities in 
Blaby town centre, improving the town centre's accessibility and 
allowing retail development in other centres will help to ensure 
people in the District have good access to services, particularly 

people without a car. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to all centres. Incorporate well lit footpaths, 

cycleways and cycle storage on new retail developments to 
encourage travel by these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 

10. 
 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Encouraging development of a mix of services and facilities in 
Blaby town centre, improving the town centre's accessibility and 

allowing retail development in other centres will help to 
encourage walking, cycling and public transport use. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to all centres. Incorporate well lit footpaths, 

cycleways and cycle storage on new retail developments to 
encourage travel by these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 

10. 
* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 14: Green Infrastructure 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of  services. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities  by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Maintenance of existing and provision of new green 

infrastructure will offer recreational opportunities which will 
help to encourage healthy lifestyles. 

 
Encourage provision of recreation routes within green 
infrastructure areas to encourage exercise and healthy 

lifestyles. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational  activities. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

 
District 

 
 

Maintenance of existing and provision of new green 
infrastructure  will  offer significant recreational  opportunities. 

 
Encourage opportunities to enhance and provide interpretation 
for archaeological and historic resources through the provision 
of green infrastructure (for example relating to the Scheduled 

Monument in the SUE site). 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment  of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in green infrastructure improvements (including 
the potential Community Forest) to ensure local needs are 

met. 

 
Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design 
of new green infrastructure projects (including the potential 

Community Forest) where  appropriate. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species  and 

habitats) whilst contributing to 
the achievement of Biodiversity 

Action Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

 
Maintenance of existing and provision of new green 

infrastructure will contribute significantly towards protection 
and enhancement of biodiversity and enable the development 

of  habitat linkages. 

 
 
Encourage ecological enhancements which are in line with the 

BAP. 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns  and 

villages in Blaby  District. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Green infrastructure can contribute towards the character and 
distinctiveness of settlements, therefore maintenance of  

existing and provision of new green infrastructure will have a 
beneficial effect upon this  objective. 

Encourage deisgnation of sensitive areas as Green Wedges to 
reinforce character and allo access.  See Core Strategy Policy  

16. 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character,  appearance and 

setting of archaeological sites, 
historic buildings, conservation 
sites, historic parks and other 

cultural assets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

 
District 

 
Green infrastructure areas protected and enhanced as a result  

of this policy may also have a historical, cultural or 
archaeological value. Therefore, this policy may indirectly 
contribute towards the  achievement  of this objective. 

 
Encourage opportunities to enhance archaeological and    

historic resources through the provision of green infrastructure 
(for example relating to the Scheduled Monument in the SUE 

site). 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the  rural 

landscape in the  District. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Maintenance of existing and provision of new green 
infrastructure will contribute significantly towards protection 

and enhancement of the rural  landscape. 

Encourage opportunities to enhance the landscape through 
the provision of new green infrastructure (for example in 

association with the SUE and other   sites). 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve  water 

quality. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Maintenance of existing and provision of new green 
infrastructure will help to ensure that water resources 
(including groundwater) and wetland areas are better 

protected from any pollution associated with  development. 

Encourage opportunities to use green infrastructure to 
increase groundwater flows (for example in association with 

the SUE and other sites). 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport  related pollutants. 

    
No significant effects are   anticipated.  

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
District 

Maintenance of existing and provision of new green 
infrastructure will minimise the risk of pollution (associated 

with development) on these areas of  land. 

 
13. To minimise energy use and 

develop  renewable energy 
resources. 

    
No significant effects are   anticipated.  

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate  of 

climate change. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the  impacts 

of climate change. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Maintenance of existing and provision of new green 
infrastructure will help to protect areas of floodplain and will 
also help to reduce the impacts of climate change through 

cooling effects. 

Encourage opportunities to use green infrastructure to 
increase groundwater flows (for example in association with 

the SUE and other sites). 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at  work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and global 

environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

 
District 

 
Maintenance of existing and provision of new green 
infrastructure may provide opportunities to involve 

communities in  minimising  their  environmental impacts. 

 
Opportunities to work with local communities on green 

infrastructure / biodiversity related projects should be sought 
where possible. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training  for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 
Consideration should be given to the creation of biodiversity as 

an educational resource (e.g. wildlife gardens in  schools). 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment  opportunities for 

local people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously  developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards  of  sustainable design 

and construction. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
District 

Promotion of green infrastructure creation through new 
development will help promote this aspect of sustainable 

design. 

 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the  re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  

22. To improve access to 
services, particularly for those 
without a car and for disabled, 
elderly and deprived  people. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

23. To encourage and develop 
the use of public  transport, 

cycling and walking. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  
*  Recommendations  may  be implemented within other policies or through subsequent  Development  Plan Documents  / Supplementary  P lanning  Documents 
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Policy 15: Open Spaces, sport and recreation 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities and protection of existing 

facilities will help to ensure that people have access to 
recreation and open space, which will contribute towards 

health and well-being. 

 

Ensure that leisure and recreation facilities are accessible by 
all members of the community, wherever possible. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities and protection of existing 

facilities will help to ensure that people have access to 
recreational and cultural activities. 

 
 

Ensure that leisure and recreation facilities are accessible by 
all members of the community, wherever possible. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 
Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 

leisure and recreational facilities may help to reduce anti-social 
behaviour through provision of activities for young people. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutionsthat meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in provision of play and open spaces and leisure 

facilities to ensure local needs are met. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the planning and design 

of new play and open spaces. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to 
the achievementof Biodiversity 

Action Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces may 
result in development of new facilities, which could have an 
adverse effect upon existing habitats / species depending upon 
their type, design and location. However protection of existing 

open spaces could also protect any existing biodiversity. 

Confirm the ecological value of any proposed sites through the 
use of ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 
measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 

the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 
creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core 

Strategy Policy 19. 
 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities may result in development of 
new facilities, which could have an effect upon the character 
of settlements depending upon the type, design and location 
of new facilities. However protection of existing open spaces 
will help to protect settlement character and distinctiveness. 

 
 

Ensure all new developments are designed sensitively and in 
keeping with the surrounding area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and 
setting of archaeological sites, 
historic buildings, conservation 
sites, historic parks and other 

cultural assets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

District 

 
Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 

leisure and recreational facilities may result in development of 
new facilities, which could have an effect upon historic 
resources such as Conservation Areas and archaeology 

depending upon the type, design and location of new facilities. 
However protection of existing open spaces may help to 

protect historic resources. 

The archaeological value of all development sites should be 
confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 

consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 20. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities may result in development of 

new facilities, which could have an effect upon the rural 
landscape depending upon the type, design and location of 

new facilities. However protection of existing open spaces will 
help to protect the landscape. 

The Blaby landscape character assessment should be 
considered prior to locating specific sites for development and 
during design of developments. Ensure all new developments 
are designed sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding 

area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. Ensure all developments take 
into account the Leicestershire County Council Historic 

Landscape Characterisation. 
 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 

Temporary 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Regional 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities may result in development of 
new facilities, which may impact on local water bodies (e.g. 
due to construction related pollution incidents). However 

protection of existing open spaces may help to protect water 
resources. 

Require developers to consider the impact of development on 
the water environment. Consideration should be given to 
minimising any impacts upon water bodies by following 
Environment Agency guidelines. Incorporate SuDS in all 
developments where possible and ensure the sustainable 
management of surface water run-off. See Core Strategy 

Policy 22. 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Provision of accessible leisure and recreation facilities may 
help to reduce the need to travel to these facilities and help 

reduce transport related air pollution emissions. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to leisure and recreation facilities. 

Incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on 
new leisure / recreation developments to encourage travel by 

these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
12. To manage prudently mineral 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities may result in development of 
new facilities, which may result in pollution of land. However 

protection of existing open spaces may help to protect 
undeveloped land. 

 
 

Ensure Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines 
are followed during construction / operation. 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated.  

 
14. To reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

International 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities may help to reduce the need 
to travel to these facilities and help reduce transport related 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to leisure and recreation facilities. 

Incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on 
new leisure / recreation developments to encourage travel by 

these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and global 

environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities may help to reduce the need 
to travel to these facilities and help people reduce their car 

use. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to leisure and recreation facilities. 

Incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on 
new leisure / recreation developments to encourage travel by 

these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 

local people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 
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Policy 15: Open Spaces, sport and recreation 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

 
 
20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities may result in development of 
new facilities, which may present opportunities to make use of 
sustainable design and construction methods. Depends upon 

the construction and design of new developments. 

 
Encourage the use of BREEAM assessments for new leisure / 
recreation developments. New developments should seek to 
make best use of recycled / sustainably sourced materials a 

where possible. See Core Strategy Policy 21. 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 

 
Short Term 
Temporary 

 

District 
Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 

leisure and recreational facilities may result in development of 
new facilities, which may result in construction waste. 

Opportunities for the reuse of construction waste should be 
sought wherever possible. Employ contractors registered with 

the Considerate Constructors Scheme. 

 

22. To improve access to 
services, particularly for those 
without a car and for disabled, 
elderly and deprived people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 

Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 
leisure and recreational facilities and protection of existing 

facilities will help to ensure that people have good access to 
leisure and recreational services. 

Ensure that leisure and recreation facilities are accessible by 
all members of the community, wherever possible. Ensure 

provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public transport 
linkages to leisure and recreation facilities. Incorporate well lit 

footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on new leisure / 
recreation developments. See Core Strategy Policy 10. 

 
23. To encourage and develop 

the use of public transport, 
cycling and walking. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Setting standards for provision of play and open spaces and 

leisure and recreational facilities may help to encourage 
walking and cycling to access these facilities. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport linkages to leisure and recreation facilities. 

Incorporate well lit footpaths, cycleways and cycle storage on 
new leisure / recreation developments to encourage travel by 

these methods. See Core Strategy Policy 9. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 16: Green Wedges 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 

Designation of Green Wedges, to provide a green lung into 
urban areas and a recreation resource, will help to encourage 

healthy lifestyles and contribute towards wellbeing. 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from 
Green Wedges for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Green Wedges. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

 
3. To provide better opportunities 

for people to access and 
understand local heritage and 

participate in cultural and 
recreational activities. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
 

Designation of Green Wedges will provide opportunities for 
people to access recreational and cultural activities. 

 
Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from 

Green Wedges for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Green Wedges. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutionsthat meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in the management of Green Wedges to ensure 

local needs aremet. 

 
 
Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 

and given opportunities to input into the management of 
Green Wedges where appropriate. 

 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to 
the achievementof Biodiversity 

Action Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

National 

 
Designation of Green Wedges will help to protect species and 
habitats present within these areas, including Narborough Bog 
SSSI. However, allowing development of renewable energy 
facilities, park and ride schemes, transport infrastructure and 
mineral extraction within Green Wedges may have adverse 

effects upon biodiversity, habitats and species. 

Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or creation within 
the Green Wedge should be sought where possible. Confirm 
the ecological value of any proposed sites through the use of 

ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 
measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 

the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 
creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core 

Strategy Policy 19. 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Green Wedges will help to protect settlements 
from merging and shape development form, as well as 
protecting and potentially enhancing the green spaces 

surrounding them which contribute towards their character 
and distinctiveness. 

 
 

Ensure all important areas of Green Wedge are protected. 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and 
setting of archaeological sites, 
historic buildings, conservation 
sites, historic parks and other 

cultural assets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

National 

Designation of Green Wedges will help to protect any sites of 
historic/archaeological interest and their settings contained 
within these areas, including Kirby Muxloe Castle and the 
moated site and garden enclosure at Glenfield. However, 

allowing development of renewable energy facilities, park and 
ride schemes, transport infrastructure and mineral extraction 
within Green Wedges may have adverse effects upon historic 

resources in these areas. 

The archaeological value of all development sites should be 
confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 

consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 20. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Designation of Green Wedges will help to protect the rural 
landscape within the Green Wedge areas from development. 

However, allowing development of renewable energy facilities, 
park and ride schemes, transport infrastructure and mineral 
extraction within Green Wedges may have adverse effects 

upon the rural landscape in these areas. 

The Blaby landscape character assessment should be 
considered prior to locating specific sites for development and 
during design of developments. Ensure all new developments 
are designed sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding 

area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. Ensure all developments take 
into account the Leicestershire County Council Historic 

Landscape Characterisation. 
 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Regional 

Designation of Green Wedges will help to protect water bodies 
within these areas, including the River Sence, River Soar and 
the Grand Union Canal from adverse effects of development. 

However, allowing development of renewable energy facilities, 
park and ride schemes, transport infrastructure and mineral 

extraction within Green Wedges may result in increased risk of 
pollution of local water resources (e.g. polluted highway 

runoff). 

 

 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Allowing development of park and ride schemes and transport 
infrastructure within Green Wedges may have an effect upon 
air quality, depending upon what is proposed, e.g. park and 
ride schemes may help to ease congestion, however new 

roads may increase air pollutant emissions. Mineral extraction 
could also cause localised air pollution. 

Ensure air quality assessments are carried out where proposals 
could affect air quality. 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from 
Green Wedges for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Green Wedges. See Core Strategy Policies 9 and 

14. 

 
 
12. To manage prudently mineral 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Designation of Green Wedges will help minimise the loss of 
green space and protect these areas from being adversely 

affected by land pollution. This may also encourage the use of 
previously developed land in other areas which may provide 

opportunities for the remediation of contaminated land. 
However, allowing mineral extraction within Green Wedges 

may affect the management of mineral resources. 

 
 

Ensure prudent management of mineral resources (will need to 
be addressed through county level minerals plan) 

 
13. To minimise energy use and 

develop renewable energy 
resources. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Allowing development of wind turbines and other renewable 
energy facilities (not within buildings) may help to promote the 

development of renewable energy resources within the 
District. 

 

 
 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

International 

Allowing development of park and ride schemes and transport 
infrastructure within Green Wedges may help to reduce car 
use or increase it depending upon what is proposed, which will 
affect greenhouse gas emissions. Allowing development of 

wind turbines and other renewable energy facilities (not within 
buildings) may help to encourage the development of 

alternatives to fossil fuel consumption, which will help to 
minimise greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from 
Green Wedges for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Green Wedges. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Green Wedges will help to protect any areas of 
floodplain within these areas from large scale development, 
including the Sence and Soar valleys. In addition, protection of 
Green Wedges may help to mitigate the effects of climate 

change providing a cooling effect to urban areas. 

 



BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL CORE STRATEGY POLICIES - SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL TABLES 
 

 

E2 

 
 

 
SA Objectives 

Policy 16: Green Wedges 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

 
16. To involve people, through 

changes to lifestyle and at work, 
in preventing and minimising 

adverse local, regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Allowing development of park and ride schemes and transport 
infrastructure within Green Wedges may help to reduce car 

use or increase it depending upon what is proposed. 
Encouragement of management of the land promoting 

environmental and access improvements may help to get 
people involved in environmental protection. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Green 

Wedges for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Green Wedges. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 

local people. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

 
Designation of Green Wedges may encourage the use of 
previously developed land and buildings in other areas. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
22. To improve access to 

services, particularly for those 
without a car and for disabled, 
elderly and deprived people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Green Wedges and promotion of improvements 
to access to these may help to improve accessibility to 
recreational services and facilities for people within the 

District. Allowing development of park and ride schemes and 
transport infrastructure within Green Wedges may also help to 

improve access. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Green 

Wedges for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Green Wedges. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 
 
 

23. To encourage and develop 
the use of public transport, 

cycling and walking. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Designation of Green Wedges and promotion of improvements 
to access to these may help to encourage walking and cycling. 
Allowing development of park and ride schemes and transport 
infrastructure within Green Wedges may help to encourage 

public transportuse. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Green 

Wedges for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Green Wedges. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 17: Areas of Separation 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Designation of Areas of Separation, which maintain open areas 
next to urban areas could be a recreation resource. This will 
help to encourage healthy lifestyles and contribute towards 

wellbeing. 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas 
of Separation for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Areas of Separation. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 
Designation of Areas of Separation will provide opportunities for 

people to access recreational and cultural activities. 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas 
of Separation for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Areas of Separation. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in the management of Areas of Separation to 

ensure local needs are met. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the management of Areas 

of Separation where appropriate. 

 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

National 

 

Designation of Areas of Separation will help to protect species 
and habitats present within these areas. However, development 

of within Areas of Separation may have adverse effects upon 
biodiversity, habitats and species - even where it does not result 

in coalescence. 

Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or creation within 
the Areas of Separation should be sought where possible. 

Confirm the ecological value of any proposed sites through the 
use of ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 
measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 

the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 
creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core 

Strategy Policy 19. 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Areas of Separation will help to protect 
settlements from merging and shape development form, as well 

as protecting and potentially enhancing the green spaces 
surrounding them which contribute towards their character and 

distinctiveness. 

 
 

Ensure all important Areas of Separation are protected. 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and setting 
of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

National 

 
 

Designation of Areas of Separation will help to protect any sites 
of historic/archaeological interest and their settings contained 

within these areas. 

The archaeological value of all development sites should be 
confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 

consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 20. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
 
Designation of Areas of Separation will help to protect the rural 

landscape within the Areas of Separation areas from 
development. 

The Blaby landscape character assessment should be 
considered prior to locating specific sites for development and 
during design of developments. Ensure all new developments 
are designed sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding 

area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. Ensure all developments take 
into account the Leicestershire County Council Historic 

Landscape Characterisation. 

 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Regional 

Designation of Areas of Separation will help to protect water 
bodies within these areas, including water courses from adverse 

effects of development. However, allowing development of 
renewable energy facilities, park and ride schemes, transport 

infrastructure and mineral extraction within Areas of Separation 
may result in increased risk of pollution of local water resources 

(e.g. polluted highway runoff). 

 

 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 

Mineral extraction / waste disposal could cause localised air 
pollution, particularly between Huncote and Narborough.. 

Ensure air quality assessments are carried out where proposals 
could affect air quality. 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas 
of Separation for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Areas of Separation. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 
 
 
12. To manage prudently mineral 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Designation of Areas of Separation will help minimise the loss 
of green space and protect these areas from being adversely 

affected by land pollution. This may also encourage the use of 
previously developed land in other areas which may provide 

opportunities for the remediation of contaminated land. 
However, allowing mineral extraction within Areas of Separation 

may affect the management of mineral resources. 

 
 

Ensure prudent management of mineral resources (will need to 
be addressed through county level minerals plan) 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Allowing development of wind turbines and other renewable 
energy facilities (not within buildings) may help to promote the 
development of renewable energy resources within the District. 

 

 
14. To reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

International 

Allowing development of wind turbines and other renewable 
energy facilities (not within buildings) may help to encourage 
the development of alternatives to fossil fuel consumption, 

which will help to minimise greenhouse gas emissions. 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas 
of Separation for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Areas of Separation. See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

 
15. To avoid development in the 

floodplain and reduce the impacts 
of climate change. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Areas of Separation will help to protect any areas 
of floodplain within these areas from large scale development, 
including the Sence and Soar valleys. In addition, protection of 
Areas of Separation may help to mitigate the effects of climate 

change providing a cooling effect to urban areas. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Encouragement of management of the land promoting 

environmental and access improvements may help to get people 
involved in environmental protection. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas of 

Separation for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 

routes within Areas of Separation. See Core Strategy Policies 10 
and 14. 
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17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

 
Designation of Areas of Separation may encourage the use of 

previously developed land and buildings in other areas. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

 
22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Designation of Areas of Separation and promotion of 
improvements to access to these may help to improve 

accessibility to recreational services and facilities for people 
within the District. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas of 

Separation for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 

routes within Areas of Separation. See Core Strategy Policies 10 
and 14. 

 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Areas of Separation and promotion of 
improvements to access to these may help to encourage 

walking and cycling. Allowing development of park and ride 
schemes and transport infrastructure within Areas of Separation 

may help to encourage public transport use. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas of 

Separation for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 

routes within Areas of Separation. See Core Strategy Policies 10 
and 14. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 18: Countryside 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Designation of Countryside, which maintain open areas next to 

urban areas could be a recreation resource. This will help to 
encourage healthy lifestyles and contribute towards wellbeing. 

 
Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from 

Countryside for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 

routes within Countryside. See Core Strategy Policies 10 and 14. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 
Designation of Countryside will provide opportunities for people 

to access recreational and cultural activities. 

 
Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from 

Countryside for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 

routes within Countryside. See Core Strategy Policies 10 and 14. 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in the management of Countryside to ensure 

local needs are met. 

 
 

Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 
and given opportunities to input into the management of 

Countryside where appropriate. 

 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

National 

 

Designation of Countryside will help to protect species and 
habitats present within these areas. However, development of 
within Countryside may have adverse effects upon biodiversity, 

habitats and species - even where it does not result in 
coalescence. 

Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or creation within 
the Areas of Separation should be sought where possible. 

Confirm the ecological value of any proposed sites through the 
use of ecological surveys. Ensure mitigation and compensatory 
measures are secured for any loss of habitat value in line with 

the BAP. Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or 
creation should be sought wherever possible. See Core 

Strategy Policy 19. 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Countryside will help to protect settlements from 
merging and shape development form, as well as protecting and 
potentially enhancing the green spaces surrounding them which 

contribute towards their character and distinctiveness. 

 
 

Ensure all important Areas of Countryside are protected. 

 
8. To preserve and enhance the 

character, appearance and setting 
of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

National 

 
 

Designation of Countryside will help to protect any sites of 
historic/archaeological interest and their settings contained 

within these areas. 

The archaeological value of all development sites should be 
confirmed via archaeological surveys. Developers should 

consider the potential impact of development on all types of 
historical assets and their settings (including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings, landscapes, Scheduled Monuments and 
Conservation Areas). See Core Strategy Policy 20. Ensure all 
developments take into account the Leicestershire County 

Council Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
 
Designation of Areas of Countryside will help to protect the rural 

landscape within the Areas of Countryside areas from 
development. 

The Blaby landscape character assessment should be 
considered prior to locating specific sites for development and 
during design of developments. Ensure all new developments 
are designed sensitively and in keeping with the surrounding 

area. See Core Strategy Policy 2. Ensure all developments take 
into account the Leicestershire County Council Historic 

Landscape Characterisation. 

 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

Regional 

Designation of Areas of Countryside will help to protect water 
bodies within these areas, including water courses from adverse 

effects of development. However, allowing development of 
renewable energy facilities, park and ride schemes, transport 

infrastructure and mineral extraction within Areas of 
Countryside may result in increased risk of pollution of local 

water resources (e.g. polluted highway runoff). 

 

 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
 

Mineral extraction / waste disposal could cause localised air 
pollution. 

Ensure air quality assessments are carried out where proposals 
could affect air quality. 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas 
of Countryside for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Areas of Countryside See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 
 
 
12. To manage prudently mineral 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

Designation of Areas of Countryside will help minimise the loss 
of green space and protect these areas from being adversely 

affected by land pollution. This may also encourage the use of 
previously developed land in other areas which may provide 

opportunities for the remediation of contaminated land. 
However, allowing mineral extraction within Areas of 

Countryside may affect the management of mineral resources. 

 
 

Ensure prudent management of mineral resources (will need to 
be addressed through county level minerals plan) 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Allowing development of wind turbines and other renewable 
energy facilities (not within buildings) may help to promote the 
development of renewable energy resources within the District. 

 

 
14. To reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

International 

Allowing development of wind turbines and other renewable 
energy facilities (not within buildings) may help to encourage 
the development of alternatives to fossil fuel consumption, 

which will help to minimise greenhouse gas emissions. 

Ensure provision of walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas 
of Countryside for all residents in the District. 

Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 
routes within Areas of Countryside See Core Strategy Policies 10 

and 14. 

 
15. To avoid development in the 

floodplain and reduce the impacts 
of climate change. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Areas of Countryside will help to protect any 
areas of floodplain within these areas from large scale 
development, including the Sence and Soar valleys. In 

addition, protection of Areas of Countryside may help to 
mitigate the effects of climate change providing a cooling 

effect to urban areas. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Encouragement of management of the land promoting 

environmental and access improvements may help to get people 
involved in environmental protection. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas of 

Countryside for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 

routes within Areas of Separation. See Core Strategy Policies 10 
and 14. 



E36 

 

 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

 
Designation of Areas of Countryside may encourage the use of 

previously developed land and buildings in other areas. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

 
22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Designation of Areas of Countryside and promotion of 
improvements to access to these may help to improve 

accessibility to recreational services and facilities for people 
within the District. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Areas of 

Countryside for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 

routes within Areas of Countryside See Core Strategy Policies 10 
and 14. 

 
23. To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport, cycling 
and walking. 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Designation of Areas of Countryside and promotion of 
improvements to access to these may help to encourage 

walking and cycling. Allowing development of park and ride 
schemes and transport infrastructure within Areas of 

Countryside may help to encourage public transport use. 

Ensure provision of frequent, efficient and high quality public 
transport, walking and cycling linkages to / from Countryside 

for all residents in the District. 
Protect and promote recreational facilities, walking and cycling 

routes within Countryside. See Core Strategy Policies 10 and 14. 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 19: Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Biodiversity sites may also provide a recreational resource and 
contribute towards health and wellbeing, therefore protection 
and enhancement of statutory and non statutory biodiversity 

sites and creation of new sites / habitats may have a 
beneficial effect upon health. 

 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Biodiversity sites may also provide a recreational resource, 
therefore protection and enhancement of statutory and non 

statutory biodiversity sites and creation of new sites / habitats 
may increase recreational opportunities for people in the 

District. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 

Working in partnership with wildlife organisations and local 
communities in order to encourage creation of new wildlife 

sites and protection of existing sites may present opportunities 
to empower local communities. 

 
 

Opportunities to work with local communities on biodiversity 
related projects should be sought where possible. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

National 

 
Protection and enhancement of statutory and non statutory 

biodiversity sites and creation of new sites / habitats as set out 
within this policy will contribute significantly towards this 

objective. 

 

 
7. To conserve and enhance the 

character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Biodiversity sites may also contribute towards the character and 
diversity of settlements within the District, therefore protection 
and enhancement of statutory and non statutory biodiversity 
sites and creation of new sites / habitats may help to protect 

and enhance settlement character. 

 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Biodiversity sites may also contribute towards the character and 
diversity of the rural landscape, therefore protection and 

enhancement of statutory and non statutory biodiversity sites 
and creation of new sites / habitats may help to protect and 

enhance landscape character. 

 

 
10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Protection and enhancement of statutory and non statutory 
biodiversity sites and creation of new sites / habitats will help to 

protect water resources which provide valuable habitats. 
Retention of ponds and water features as part of the SUE 

development will also have a beneficial effect. 

 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Protection of sites of geodiversity, including Enderby Quarry will 
help to protect mineral resources. The protection of sites of 
biodiversity will also minimise the risk of pollution on these 

areas of land. 

 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
15. To avoid development in the 

floodplain and reduce the impacts 
of climate change. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Protection and enhancement of statutory and non statutory 
biodiversity sites and creation of new sites / habitats may also 

protect areas of floodplain and mitigate effects of climate 
change (e.g. through having a cooling effect upon urban areas). 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Working in partnership with wildlife organisations and local 
communities in order to encourage creation of new wildlife 

sites and protection of existing sites will provide opportunities 
to involve communities in minimising their environmental 

impacts. 

 
 

Opportunities to work with local communities on biodiversity 
related projects should be sought where possible. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 
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SA Objectives 
Policy 19: Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

23. To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport, cycling 

and walking. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 20: Cultural Environment 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of  services. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities  by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational  activities. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Protection and enhancement of important buildings, sights and 
historic areas, and seeking opportunities to provide access and 
interpretation of Scheduled Monument as part of the SUE will 

contribute towards access to local heritage and cultural   
activities for people in the District. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   
No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment  of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 

There may be opportunities for consulting and involving local 
communities in the protection and enhancement of historic   

and  cultural resources. 

 
Ensure that all groups within local communities are consulted 

and given opportunities to input into the protection and 
enhancement of historic and cultural resources where 

appropriate. 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species  and 

habitats) whilst contributing to 
the achievement of Biodiversity 

Action Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

   

 
No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns  and 

villages in Blaby  District. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Protection and enhancement of important buildings, sites and 
historic areas will contribute towards the protection and 

enhancement of settlement character, diversity and 
distinctiveness. 

 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character,  appearance and 

setting of archaeological sites, 
historic buildings, conservation 
sites, historic parks and other 

cultural assets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

National 

 
Protection and enhancement of important buildings, sites and 

historic areas will contribute significantly towards this   
objective. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the  rural 

landscape in the  District. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve  water 

quality. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  
11. To improve air quality 

particularly through reducing 
transport  related pollutants. 

    
No significant effects are   anticipated.  

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  
13. To minimise energy use and 

develop  renewable energy 
resources. 

    
No significant effects are   anticipated.  

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate  of 

climate change. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  
15. To avoid development in the 

floodplain and reduce the  impacts 
of climate change. 

    
No significant effects are   anticipated.  

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at  work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and global 

environmental impacts. 

 
 

   

 
No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

17. To improve access to 
education and training  for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment  opportunities for 

local people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously  developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

Regional 

Protection of historic buildings, sites and areas may limit the 
extent to which existing buildings and previously developed 
land may be used in new development. However, there may  
be opportunities for bringing buildings / sites back into use as 

part of enhancement schemes. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards  of  sustainable design 

and construction. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the  re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

22. To improve access to 
services, particularly for those 
without a car and for disabled, 
elderly and deprived  people. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

23. To encourage and develop 
the use of public  transport, 

cycling and walking. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  

*  Recommendations  may  be implemented within other policies or through subsequent  Development  Plan Documents  / Supplementary  P lanning  Documents 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 21: Climate change 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

Requiring new residential development to meet the energy 
efficiency standards set out within the Code for Sustainable 
Homes as outlined within this policy may help to improve the 

standard of new housing in the Borough. 

Encourage developers to provide information to residents of 
new homes regarding the effective operation of energy 
efficient / renewable technologies (e.g. through a non 

technical building users guide). 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Requiring new residential development to meet the energy 
efficiency standards set out within the Code for Sustainable 
Homes as outlined within this policy will help to reduce the 
cost of heating new homes and thus help to address fuel 

poverty related health concerns. 

Encourage developers to provide information to residents of 
new homes regarding the effective operation of energy 
efficient / renewable technologies (e.g. through a non 

technical building users guide). Encourage the use of energy 
meters within homes to raise awareness of energy 

consumption. 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutionsthat meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to 
the achievementof Biodiversity 

Action Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and 

setting of archaeological sites, 
historic buildings, conservation 
sites, historic parks and other 

cultural assets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated.  

 
 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Regional 

 
 

Requiring new residential development to meet the energy 
efficiency standards set out within the Code as outlined within 
this policy and encouraging improved energy efficiency on non- 
domestic buildings may help to reduce air pollution associated 

with fossil fuel energy generation. 

Consider setting requirements for energy efficiency of non- 
domestic buildings. 

Encourage developers to provide information to residents and 
occupiers of new buildings regarding the effective operation of 
energy efficient / renewable technologies (e.g. through a non 
technical building users guide). Encourage the use of energy 
meters within homes, offices and other buildings to raise 

awareness of energy consumption. 

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated.  

 
 
 
13. To minimise energy use and 

develop renewable energy 
resources. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

Regional 

Requiring new residential development to meet the energy 
efficiency standards set out within the Code as outlined within 
this policy will help to minimise energy use and potentially 

encourage use of renewable technologies. Encouraging 
improved energy efficiency on non-domestic buildings may 
also have a beneficial effect. Focussing new development in 

the most sustainable locations and the provision of renewable 
energy producing sources will have positive impacts. 

Consider setting requirements for energy efficiency of non- 
domestic buildings. 

Encourage developers to provide information to residents and 
occupiers of new buildings regarding the effective operation of 
energy efficient / renewable technologies (e.g. through a non 
technical building users guide). Encourage the use of energy 
meters within homes, offices and other buildings to raise 

awareness of energy consumption. 

 
 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

 
 

 
 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 
 

International 

 
 

Requiring new residential development to meet the energy 
efficiency standards set out within the Code as outlined within 
this policy and encouraging improved energy efficiency on non- 
domestic buildings will help to minimise energy use and reduce 

energy related greenhouse gas emissions. 

Consider setting requirements for energy efficiency of non- 
domestic buildings. 

Encourage developers to provide information to residents and 
occupiers of new buildings regarding the effective operation of 
energy efficient / renewable technologies (e.g. through a non 
technical building users guide). Encourage the use of energy 
meters within homes, offices and other buildings to raise 

awareness of energy consumption. 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated.  

 
16. To involve people, through 

changes to lifestyle and at work, 
in preventing and minimising 

adverse local, regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 
Requiring new residential development to meet the energy 
efficiency standards set out within the Code as outlined within 
this policy and encouraging improved energy efficiency on non- 
domestic buildings may encourage increased awareness of 

environmental issues. 

Encourage developers to provide information to residents and 
occupiers of new buildings regarding the effective operation of 
energy efficient / renewable technologies (e.g. through a non 
technical building users guide). Encourage the use of energy 
meters within homes, offices and other buildings to raise 

awareness of energy consumption. 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 

local people. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 21: Climate change 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

 
20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Requiring new residential development to meet the energy 
efficiency standards set out within the Code as outlined within 
this policy and encouraging improved energy efficiency on non- 

domestic buildings will help to promote sustainable design. 

 

Encourage the use of sustainable building assessments (e.g. 
CSH and BREEAM). See supporting text. 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated.  

22. To improve access to 
services, particularly for those 
without a car and for disabled, 
elderly and deprived people. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

23. To encourage and develop 
the use of public transport, 

cycling and walking. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated.  

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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SA Objectives 

Policy 22: Flood Risk Management 

Effect Duration 
Geographical 

Scale 
Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of  services. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

2. To improve health and  reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Ensuring development takes account of the impacts of climate 
change, including flood risk will help to protect people from   

the risks to health associated with  these. 

 
Development should be designed to minimise the effects of 

climate change (e.g. provision of features to promote cooling 
in summer). 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational  activities. 

 
 

   

 
No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment  of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

   
 
 

No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species  and 

habitats) whilst contributing to 
the achievement of Biodiversity 

Action Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Encouragement of SuDS may also have biodiversity benefits 
for example creation of pond habitats and the prevention of 

pollution to surface  water habitats. 

 
Opportunities for habitat enhancement and / or creation  

should be sought wherever possible. See Core Strategy Policy 
19. 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns  and 

villages in Blaby  District. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

8. To preserve and enhance  the 
character, appearance and 

setting of archaeological sites, 
historic buildings, conservation 
sites, historic parks and other 

cultural assets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the  rural 

landscape in the  District. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve  water 

quality. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
District 

Encouragement of SuDS will help to protect water resources 
and water quality. 

 
11. To improve air quality 

particularly through reducing 
transport  related pollutants. 

    
No significant effects are   anticipated.  

12. To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 

pollution of land. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  
13. To minimise energy use and 

develop  renewable energy 
resources. 

    
No significant effects are   anticipated.  

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate  of 

climate change. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  
15. To avoid development in the 

floodplain and reduce the  impacts 
of climate change. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
District 

Ensuring development takes account of the impacts of climate 
change, including flood risk will contribute significantly   

towards  this objective. 

Development should be designed to minimise the effects of 
climate change (e.g. provision of features to promote cooling 

in summer). 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at  work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and global 

environmental impacts. 

 
 

   

 
No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

17. To improve access to 
education and training  for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment  opportunities for 

local people. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are   anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously  developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

 
20. To promote and ensure high 
standards  of  sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Ensuring development takes account of the impacts of climate 
change, including flood risk will help to encourage the   

adoption of sustainable methods of construction. Encouraging 
SuDS in new developments will contribute towards  

encouraging  sustainabledesign. 

 
Development should be designed to minimise the effects of 

climate change (e.g. provision of features to promote cooling 
in summer). 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the  re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  
22. To improve access to 

services, particularly for those 
without a car and for disabled, 
elderly and deprived  people. 

 
   

No significant effects are   anticipated. 
 

23. To encourage and develop 
the use of public  transport, 

cycling and walking. 
    

No significant effects are   anticipated.  
*  Recommendations  may  be implemented within other policies or through subsequent  Development  Plan Documents  / Supplementary  P lanning  Documents 
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E1 

 
 

SA Objectives 
Policy 23: Waste 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

3. To provide better opportunities 
for people to access and 

understand local heritage and 
participate in cultural and 

recreational activities. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 
 

   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that meet 
their needs focusing particularly 
on young, elderly and deprived 

people. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 
 

District 

 

Education of residents in waste related matters and 
encouragement of engagement with waste prevention and 
reuse initiatives may present opportunities for community 

empowerment. 

 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the 
achievement of Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) targets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of towns and 

villages in Blaby District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

8. To preserve and enhance the 
character, appearance and setting 

of archaeological sites, historic 
buildings, conservation sites, 

historic parks and other cultural 
assets. 

 
 

   
 

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

9. To conserve and enhance the 
character, diversity and local 
distinctiveness of the rural 

landscape in the District. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

 
11. To improve air quality 

particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Securing waste management facilities close to new areas of 
development may help to reduce transport of waste and thus 

minimise emissions associated with this. However, waste 
management facilities could also have effects upon air quality 

(particularly incineration). 

 

Ensure no adverse effects upon air quality arising from waste 
management facilities. 

 
12. To manage prudently mineral 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

Encouragement of a hierarchy of waste management, ensuring 
flexibility in design of new developments and education of 

residents in waste related matters may help to encourage the re 
use of resources and buildings, thus contributing towards 

prudent management of mineral resources. 

 
 

Opportunities to re-use mineral resources in construction 
should be sought wherever possible. 

13. To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
    

No significant effects are anticipated. 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 
International 

Securing waste management facilities close to new areas of 
development may help to reduce transport of waste and thus 

minimise greenhouse gas emissions associated with this. 

 

15. To avoid development in the 
floodplain and reduce the impacts 

of climate change. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

 
 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 
 

District 

 
Education of residents in waste related matters and 

encouragement of engagement with waste prevention and 
reuse initiatives will help to involve people in reducing their 

environmental impacts 

 

17. To improve access to 
education and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

18. To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 
   

 
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

 
 

Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 

 
Ensuring flexibility in design of new developments will help to 
ensure optimal use of buildings and existing infrastructure. 

 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 

and construction. 
 

 
Permanent 
Long Term 

 

District 
Encouragement of a hierarchy of waste management and 

ensuring flexibility in design of new developments will help to 
encourage sustainable design and construction. 

 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re-use and recycling 

of waste materials. 
 Permanent 

Long Term 

 
Regional 

Waste reduction, re-use and recycling measures set out within 
this policy will contribute significantly towards this objective. 
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E2 

 
 

SA Objectives 
Policy 23: Waste 

Effect Duration Geographical 
Scale 

Description Recommendations* 

22. To improve access to services, 
particularly for those without a car 

and for disabled, elderly and 
deprived people. 

 
   

No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

23. To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport, cycling 

and walking. 
 

   
No significant effects are anticipated. 

 

* Recommendations may be implemented within other policies or through subsequent Development Plan Documents / Supplementary Planning Documents 
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BLABY CORE STRATEGY  SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL  TARGETS AND INDICATORS 

F1 

 

 

 
 

Blaby Specific Objective Indicator Indicator Source Target   Indicator or Target 
Source 

 
 
 
 

1. To ensure the provision of 
decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

into the provision of services. 

0/o of affordable houses completed per 
annum BDC 300/oaffordable housingonqualifying 

sites 
  

BDC 

Amount of new residential development 
which is within 30 minutes public transport 

time of a major retail centre 

 

BDC 

 
 

Increase 

  
 

BDC 

% of local authority homes classified as decent on 
the  1 April 

 
www.t!;i.ngighbourhood.gov.uk 

 
I ncrease 

   
Community Strategy 

% of private sector homes classified as fit on the 1 
April 

 
? 

 
I ncrease 

   
Community Strategy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. To improve health and reduce 
health inequalities by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

health services. 

Amount of new residential development 
within 30 minutes public transport time of a 

General Practitioner (GP) 

 

BDC 

 

Increase 

 

BDC 

Amount of new residential development 
within 30 minutes public transport time of a 

Hospital 

 
BDC 

 
Increase 

 
BDC 

Area of development granted on existing 
sportand recreation space 

 
BDC 

 
No net loss of formal and informal 

open spaces 

  
BDC 

% of people who regularly take 30 minutes 
exercise more than three times a week 

 
Sport England 

 
Increase - 

Mortality due to circulation disease per 100000 
population of those under 75 

 
www.fti.neighbourhood.gov.uk 

 
Reduce 

 
NHS 

 
Mortality due to cancer per 100000 population of 

those under 75 

 
www.fti.neighbourhood.gov.uk 

 
Reduce 

 
NHS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. To provide better 
opportunities for people to 
access and understand local 
heritage and participate in 

cultural and recreational 
activities. 

Creation of new formal and informal 
recreation space 

 
BDC No net reduction in amount of formal 

and open space per head of population 

 
BOC 

Amount of completed retail and leisure 
development in town and village centres 

 
BOC 

 
Increase 

 
BDC 

The area (ha) of newly created accessible natural 
green space as a direct result of the planning 

system 

 

Natural England 

 

I ncrease 
 

- 

Number of visits to libraries per annum per 1000 
population 

 
www.audit-commission.gov.uk 

 
I ncrease - 

Number of visits to leisure facilities in Slaby per 
annum 

 
www.audit-commission.gov.uk 

 
I ncrease - 

 
Number of archaeological interpretation facilities 

provided as a result of new development 

 
? 

 

I ncrease 
 

- 

 
 

4. To improve community safety, 
reduce anti-social behaviour and 

the fear of crime. 

 
Domestic burglary offences per 1000 households 

 
www.audit-commission.gov.uk 

 
Reduce by 30% 

 
Corporate Plan 

% of residents who think Slaby has low levels of 
crime and disorder 

 
? 

 
Increaseto at least 60% by 2008 

 
Corporate Plan 

 
Vehicle crime per 1000 population 

 
www.audit-commission.gov.uk 

 
Reduce - 

5. To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needsfocusing 

particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

% of residents who feel they are living in a 
cohesive community 

 
? 

 
Increase to 75% by 2006 

 
Corporate Plan 

 
Number of initiatives for young people 

 
? 

 
I ncrease by at least one per annum 

 
Corporate Plan 

 
Number of voluntary and community groups ? 

 
Increase Community Strategy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. To protect and enhance the 
natural environment (species 

and habitats) whilst contributing 
to the achievement of SAP 

targets. 

Area / number of statutory / non -statutory 
designated sites of ecological importance 

 
BOC 

 
No reduction in area or number of sites 

 
BOC 

Area / number of statutory/ non -statutory 
designated sites of ecological importance in 

favourable condition 

 

Natural England 

 

I ncrease - 

 
Change in priority habitats and species 

 
BDC No negative change in priority species 

or habitats 

 
BOC 

Area of land designated for its intrinsic 
environmental value 

 
BDC 

 
No reduction in area BOC 

Length of hedgerow which would be classified 
under the HedgerowRegulations lost as a result of 

development 
 

The area (ha) of existing urban greenspace for 
which management is implemented to enhance 
wildlife as a direct result of the planning process 

 
? 

 
Reduce 

 
- 

 
Natural England 

 
I ncrease 

 
- 

 
The number of habitat enhancement projects taken 

forward as a direct result of the planning process 

 
Natural England 

 
I ncrease 

 
- 

Number of planning applications involving a SAP 
habitat being created as a result of new 

development 

 
? 

 
I ncrease 

 
- 

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
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F2 

 

 

from 2001 levels 

of the GQA Chemical Assessment Method 

been breached 

per annum 

held by Slaby Council 

 
Blaby Specific Objective Indicator Indicator Source Target Indicator or Target 

Source 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. To conserve and enhance the 
character,  diversity  and local 

Amount of completed retail and leisure 
development in town and village centres 

 
 

Number ofListed Buildingsat risk 

Increase BDC 

distinctiveness of towns and Number of Listed Buildingsdemolished 
villages in  Slaby district. 

Number of vacant retail units within Slaby town 
centre 

Number of villages for which a specific 
Supplementary Planning Document or similar has 

been undertaken 
 

Number of Listed Buildings at risk BDC Decrease in number of buildings at risk BDC 
 

8. To preserve and enhance the Number of Listed Buildings demolished BDC No loss ofListed Buildings BDC 
character, appearance and 

setting of archaeological sites, Number of Scheduled Monuments  at risk Leicestershire County Council Reduce - 
historic buildings, conservation 
sites, historic parks and other 

cultural assets. Proportion of Conservation Areas for which an 
appraisal has been produced 

www.audit-commission.gov.uk Increase English Heritage 

 
Number of watching briefs undertaken for new 

developments 
 

Sites of National / Regional Sites of 
Geological importance adversely affected by BDC No loss of sites BDC 

development 
 

Number and type of planning permissions Limit development in these areas to 
 
 

9. To  conserve and enhance the 

granted in areas of Countryside, Green BDC 
Wedge and Areas of Separation 

necessary purposes BDC 

character, diversity and local Cases of damage to natural and cultural assets ? No net  loss of assets RSS 
distinctiveness of  the rural 
landscape in the district. 

Area covered by a Landscape Character Assessment 
at  district level 

The number of historic landscape 

? Increase RSS 

enhancement/protection projects implemented as a Natural England I ncrease - 
direct result of the planning process 

%  of new houses built on greenfield land ? Reduce 
.. 

Planning  permissions granted contrary to 
Environment Agency advice on either flood BDC None BDC 

defence  grounds or  water quality 
 
 

10. To manage prudently water 
resources and to improve water 

quality. 

Planning permissions granted with 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 

 
BDC Increase BDC 

Length of  watercourse falling within Grades A to C  www .environment-agen Q::.gov .uk Reduce - 

 
 

Number of substantiated pollution incidents (water)   www .environment -agen Q::. gov .uk Reduce - 
 
 
 

11. To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

Number of AQMA BDC No additional AQMA BDC 
 

Number of days when air quality standards have ww w.air gualitv .co.uk Reduce - 

% of journeys to work made by car (driv ers) 
www .eastmid landsobservat ory .or

 
g.uk 

Reduce - 

 
O/o of new houses completedon previously BDC SQO/o of new houses on brownfield land BDC developed land 

 
12. To manage prudently mineral % of land that is derelict www .defr a.gov.uk I ncrease - 

resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. Number of contaminated sites on Part !IA register Blaby District Council Reduce - 

Number of substantiated pollution incidents (land) www .environment -agen Q::. gov. uk Reduce - 

Renewable energy capacity installed by type BDC I ncrease BDC 

13. To  minimise  energy use and Number of new buildings achieving more th an a ? I ncrease - 
develop renewable energy 

resources. 
SREEAM Very Good rating 

 

Energy efficiency of households www .audit -com mission .gov .uk 
30% increaseby 2011 when compared to Home Energy Conservati on

 
1996 levels Act 

BDC 

? I ncrease - 

- 

 
BDC 

 
Decrease in number of buildings at risk 

from  2001 levels 
 

BDC 

BDC No loss of Listed Buildings BDC 

? Reduce - 
 

? 
 

Increase 
 

- 

 

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
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Blaby Specific Objective Indicator Indicator Source Target Indicator or Target 
Source 

 
 
 
 

14. To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 

climate change. 

Renewable energy capacity installed by type 
per annum 

 
BDC 

 
Increase 

 
BDC 

 
CO2 emissions per head 

 
? 

 
Reduce - 

% of journeys to work made by car (drivers) www .east mid landsobservatort .or 
Reduce - 

q. uk 

Number of new buildings achieving more than a 
BREEAM Very Good rating 

 
? 

 
Increase - 

 
 
 

15. To avoid development in the 

Planning permissionsgranted contrary to 
Environment Agency advice oneither flood 

defence grounds or water quality 

 
BOC 

 

None 

 

BDC 

floodplain and reduce the 
impacts of climate change. 

 Planning permissions granted with 
Sustainable  UrbanDrainage Systems BDC Increase BDC 

 Number of buildings built in the 1 in 100 year 
floodplain 

 
? 

 
Reduce 

 
- 

16. To involve people, through 
changes to lifestyle and at work, 

in preventing and minimising 
adverse local, regional and 

global environmental impacts. 

% of employees working for major employees 
covered by transport plans 

 
www . leics.qov.uk 

 
I ncrease - 

 
% of journeys to school made by car 

 
? 

 
Reduce 

 
- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. To improve access to 
education  and training for 

children, young people and adult 
learners. 

Amount of new residential development 
within 30 minutes public transport timeof a 

Primary School 

 
BDC 

 

Increase 

 

BDC 

Amount of new residential development 
within 30 minutes public transport time of a 

Secondary School 

 
BDC 

 

I ncrease 

 

BDC 

% of pupils achieving 5 GCSE A*  to C grades www .audit-comm   ission . qov .uk Increase Leicestershire Education 
Strategy 

 
% of population of working age with no 

qualifications 
www .sustainable - 

deve logment .gov .uk 

 
Reduce - 

 
% of 16 to 18 year olds not in education or 

employment or training 

 
ww w.dfes.gov .uk 

 
Reduce 

 
- 

 
 
 
 
 

18. To develop a strong culture 
of enterprise and innovation 
whilst providing access to 

appropriate employment 
opportunities for the local 

people. 

Amount of new residential development 
within 30 minutes public transport timeof 

areas ofemployment 

 
BOC 

 
Increase 

 
BOC 

Amount of employment land lost to 
residential or other uses BDC 

No loss of employment land still 
needed for employment use 

 
BDC 

Unemployment rate: claimant count as% of 
working age population 

 
www .nomisweb.qov .uk 

 
Reduce - 

 
% of apprenticeships 

 
www .dfes.qov.uk 

 
I ncrease - 

 
% of VAT registrations based on stock at year end 

 
www .nomisweb .gov .uk 

 
I ncrease - 

 
 
 
 
 
 

19. To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 

buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0/o of houses built on previously developed 
land 

www .audit- 
comm ission .gov .uk 

 
50010 of new housesonbrownfield land 

 
BDC 

Amount of floorspace by employment type 
which is on previously developed land 

 
BDC 

 
Increase 

 
BOC 

Number and type of planning 
permissions granted in areas of 

Countryside, Green Wedge and Areas of 

 
BDC 

Limit development in these areas to 
necessary purposes 

 
BDC 

  
% of land area th at  is derelict 

 
www.defra.gov.uk 

 
Reduce - 

 
% of new houses built on greenfield land ? Reduce - 

 
 
 
 

20. To promote and ensure high 
standardsof sustainable design 

and construction. 

Renewable energy capacity installed by type 
per annum 

 
BDC 

 
Increase 

 
BDC 

 
Number of new buildings achieving more than a 

BREEAM Very Good rating 

 
? 

 
I ncrease - 

 
Amount of construction waste arisings per annum 

 
www .odgm.qov.uk 

 
Reduce - 

 
Energy efficiency of households 

 
www .audit-commission .gov. uk 

30% increaseby 2011 when compared to 
1996 levels 

Home Energy Conservati on 
Act 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/
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Blaby Specific Objective Indicator Indicator Source   Indicator or Target 
Source Target 

 
 
 

21. To minimise waste and to 
increase the re--use and recycling 

of waste materials. 

Kilograms of domestic waste produced for 
disposal per head 

www .audit- 
commission .gov.uk 

 
Reduce - 

O/o of total tonnage of household waste that 
has been recycled 

www  .audit- 
com mission.gov .uk 

 
450/o by 2008 

  
Corporate Plan 

Amount of commercial and hazardous waste 
arisings per annum 

Leicestershire Waste Management 
Strategy 

 
Reduce 

 - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22. To improve access to 
services, particularly for those 
without a car and for disabled, 
elderly and deprived people. 

Amount of new residential development 
within 30 minutes public transport time of a 

GP, hospital, primary school, secondary 
school, areas of employment and major retail 

centre(s) 

 
 

BDC 

 
 

Increase 

 
 
 

BDC 

% of population within one mile of a primary school 
 

? 
 

I ncrease - 

% of population served by modern health centre 
providing a range of health services 

 
? 

 
Increase 

 
- 

% of population within 1 mile of a post office ? 
 

Increase - 

Park and open spaces provision per 1000 
population Slaby District Council 

 
Increase - 

 
Sports pitch provision in acres per 1000 population 

 
Slaby District Council 

 
Increase - 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23. To encourage and develop 
the use of public transport, 

cycling and walking. 

Amount of new residential development 
within 30 minutes public transport time of a 

GP, hospital, primary school, secondary 
school, areas of employment and major retail 

centre(s) 

 
 

BDC 

 
 

Increase 

 
 

BDC 

 
Number of bus passenger journeys per annum 

 
www .audit -commiss ion.gov .uk 

 
I ncrease 

 
- 

 

Length of cycle lanes 

 

Leicestershire  County Council 

 

I ncrease 
 

- 

 
% of new houses within 10 minutes walk of a bus 

stop (at least an hourly service) 

 
? 

 

I ncrease 
 

- 

Note: Some indicators may be used to measure more than one objective. Indicators shown in bold will be used by BDC to moni tor the general performance  of  the Core Strategy 
on an annual basis and can also be used to  monitor the performance of the Core Strategy against SA object ives. Other indicators should be monitored on a less fr eque nt basis. 
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